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The poseibilitj of effectuallj suppressing 
the Slave Trade ia a question vhich is now 
engaging the serious attention of the Legisla- 
ture, and has been for some time past the 
subject of anxioua speculation by the Public. 

The Author of the following pages has been 
induced to believe that the reTelations con- 
tained in them are additions to the knowledge 
already acquired of this hateful traffic, and 
accordingly he has published them. He has 
not deemed it necessary to heighten or to 
amend the style in which they were originally 
written, or to withdraw from them their fami- 
liar tone. They were addressed to his father, 
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and were intended for the perusal of liis rela- 
tions and friends. The Public, therefore, has 
a sort of guarantee of the Author's good faith, 
and will be inclined, he donbts not, to place 
fall reliance on hia statementB. 



London, 
Mat, 1848. 
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On the 9th of December, 1842, we left the 
Mauritius for the Mozambique Channel, and 
running close round Cape Amber, the north 
end of Madagascar, anchored off St. George's 
Island on the Slst, and I vas sent on shore in 
the gig to the town (Mozambique), but find- 
ing that the Goremor was away, and the 
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2 ST. AUGUSTINE S BAY. 

season being extremely hot (thermometer 
83° on board), we ^ot under weigh the next 
morning, so that I shall reserve my description 
of the place nntil a subsequent date, when we 
saw more of it. Our Christmas was spent at 
eea, and on the 28th we arrived at St. Augus- 
tine's Bay, near the south end of Madagascar. 
I had been there before in the Jaseur, in 1830, 
and was therefore somewhat prepared to wit- 
ness the scenes which took place. 

As soon as the anchor wag let go, the ship 
was surrounded by numbers of canoes with 
from five to six men or women in each, who, 
■with tieir hair tied all over in large knots or 
plaited into imitation tails, have a most gro- 
tesque appearance to the eye of a stranger. 
Some of them ^fe dressed in old shirts or any 
articles of wearing apparel they can get from 
the ships that call there, but for the most part 
they hare merely a long cotton cloth wound 
ix>tind their middle, and they are a fine, strong 
and sleek-looking race. There is a strong 
mixture of cunning and ignorance about them, 
and their intercourse with Europeans has cer- 
tainly not improred their morals; and from 
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N^TITES OF HADAOASCAB. 3 

the frequent Tisits of American vhalcra tbey 
have all acquired sufficient broken English to 
carry on a trade, but so interlarded with 
swearing and the coarsest language, that one 
Boon gets dif^nsted with them. 

Our first visitor was Jim Bravo, a tall etrong- 
looking fellov, about six feet three inches, to 
whom the possession of an old anifotm cap 
imparted an air of authority: he produced 
oertificatea from an American whaler giving him. 
the character of being more hcmest than many 
of his countrjrmen, and I have since seen him 
on board several merchant- vessels, where, for & 
anall present, be purchases all kinds of neces- 
saries for them. The next important eharactw 
was John Greffli, or, as they pronounce it, 
Dungaree, a noisy rascal, whose ugly and 
anister countenance was only equalled by bis 
cool impudence ; — ^but his dress must first be 
described to enable you to form any adequate 
idea jof him. A very old duck frock, and un- 
whispcrables of the same material, were be- 
qhangted all over with the brass scales of an 
ohi chin-stay, American naval buttons, and 
^ad-eyes of various sorts. Under one of a very 
B 2 
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4 JOHN GBEBN. 

broad pair of dirty cotton braces was an epau- 
lette, which, if one might judge from its colour, 
had once decked the shoulder of a very old 
luff, serriag imder the star-spangled banner, 
and this was kept in countenance bj a super- 
annuated cap, from under -which peered a 
restless, roguish-looking eje. In this rig he 
bounced on deck, and disdaining even to look 
at US poor humble individuals, aaked, " Where 
the captain 1" and thrusting out his dirtj pav 
to shake him by the hand, commenced an 
almost unintelligible harangue, the burden of 
which was, " John Green rery good man — purser 
to ftince Green— Captain very good man — 
and suppose he like to make trade, he all the 
aame — one fadder, one taodder, one brodder, 
^ne sister." 

After the men's dinner, I went to the Tent 
Rock to look for water, but found the 
old watercourse dried up, so made sail for 
the Dartmouth river, where on landing, we 
found Jim Bravo, who conducted us to the 
Tillage where Prince Willie (a corruption of 
the Prince of Wales) resides, and is the chief 
of this part of Madagascar, not ovnin^ the 
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EINO BABA AND JIU BBATO. 5 

authoritj of the Qaeon. We found him holding 
a palaver -with sax ambasaador and .his atten- 
dants from King Baba, the chief of a roving 
and predatory tribe to the northward, about 
Murderer's Island and its neighbourhood: their 
object was to form an alliance, and their mode 
of proceeding was highly picturesque. About a 
hundred men, each armed vitli a musket and 
spear, xrere seated or rather squatted on their 
haunches in parties of threes, forming a circle 
on one side of which was the old Prince, 
seated on a mat, blowing a long deliberate 
cloud, and opposite to him a middle-aged 
man, seated tailor fashion, and holding forth; 
and etery now and then when he paused, the 
elders would put in a word edgeways. Our 
appearance in uniform did not seem to call off 
the attention of one of them, nor did one of 
them more, until Jim Bravo spoke to the 
Friuoe, who in a polite message to the 
captain, promised him a visit on the morrow. 
He is an old man about eighty ; a few very 
long and straggling grey hairs hang about his 
weatherbeatcn countenance, and one of hia 
eyes is in such a dreadful state, that it is quite 
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€ TALLEAB BAY. 

horrid to look at it, and reminds one of a 
rerj large bruised bollock's eye corered vith 
flies, and one is glad to get away £rom it ; so 
when lie came off on the folloiriiig day, the 
capbuD made him' a present of a cartridge of 
|>ovder, and some mm, and sent him on shore 
qoite pleased. 

The next day we made up a party, to go to 
Talleai Bay, a place about fifteen miles to the 
aorthward inside the reeis; it consisted of 
Uolesworth, Alexander, Hill, Benmui, and 
myself, and we called on our way &r the 
master of a smidl Mauritius schooner, frcHn 
•wboBi we purdiaaed beads, looking-glasses 
ftsd iron pots, for barter; and,' after a tedioiu 
passage, anchored in the Bay about a hundred 
jards off shor^ and were immediately snr- 
touoded by a swarm of canoes, and found it 
impossible to keep the natives out of the pin- 
nace; and the head man, called Captain Martin, 
young Martin, and young Arabin, seated 
themselves in the Stan-sheets, and each being 
anxious to shew how much more fluent he was 
in English than the others, they all spoke to- 
gether so &st that we were half an hour 
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BASTia WITH KATivea 7 

making oat that they vanted a present before 
they would barter; so we gaie them a look- 
ing-glass and a few strings of beads, and Hill, 
D«mian, and myself, landed in a canoe. 

A few Tery email tumble-down hats, cattle- 
pens in the midst of them, 'with here and there 
an old stunted tree on a burning-hot sandy 
hillock, form their tjUi^, and miserable and 
desolate did it look. After staring about us 
for a little time, about a dozen fellows with 
muskets made their appearance, and I must 
say I looked on them with much distrust; 
faowerer, I put a good face on the matter, 
uid after they had rigged an awning on the 
beadi, Z squatted down in the midst of them. 
Their great object was to get brandy, which 
I pretended not to understand; however, I 
at last said, putting my finger to my nose, 
"Me understand lee-tle." This made them 
all laugh heartily and point to me, as much 
as to say in tiheir own language, " He know 
p^nty too mnch." So I took advantage of 
their good humour, and got them to take vs 
off; and not liking their tooks, their pressing 
invitations to remain the nighty their decided 
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8 SJLTAOE UANITEBS. 

habits of appropriatioQ and ignorance of the 
difference of meiem and iHum, and increasing 
clamour for T)randy ; — the moment I got into 
the boat I weighed and made all sail with a 
fine strong breeze, and nearly toved them 
all under water befwQ they would let go, 
without their having obtained anything but a 
few shellfl. We might, perhaps, by waiting, 
have got bullocks, sheep, goats, or our thro&ts 
cut, as the humour happened to take them. 
For my part, I would not trust them out of 
Bight of the ship. 

We were benighted going down, and got 
amongst the brei^ers; so I bore up and 
anchored off a Tillage about two-thirda of 
the way down, and would not hear of any one 
landing; and such a night we had of it! 
Some of the party, wanted to aleep, others 
would sing, and at last, after spreading the 
sails for an awning, HiU declared that it was 
a dreadful altematire, to be either smothered 
or to sleep in the open air, and rushed out, 
capsizing all our arrangements, and lying on 
the top of the corering. I got up to see what 
was the matter, kicked over the master of the 
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ALCOA BAT. 9 

schooner amongst the empty bottles, trod on 
somebody else's leg, and we all burst into a 
roar of laughter, which had barely subsided 
when Hill again shifted his berth, and at last 
found a soft place among the bottles. We 
got a few shells in the morning and .arriTed 
on board about nine a.m. 

On January 2nd, 1843, we started for 
Algoa Bay, where we anchored on the 10th, 
and I was sent on shore to the town of Fort 
Elizabeth to call on the commandant and 
magisti-ate. I found the latter, Captain Lloyd, 
a most hospitable person, and, hearing that 
my object was to find a watering-place, he 
provided a horse for me, and sent his son to 
show the road; and after riding along the 
beach for about a mile, we found a small 
stream ; but the landing was so bad, that we 
determined to water from the town by means 
of surf boats ; and, after remaining here four 
days, and laying in a good stock of provisions, 
which are exceedingly good and cheap, lefl 
for Quillimane, a Portuguese settlement on 
the east coast of Africa, in 18° south, and the 
B 3 
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10 . .QUILUMANB. 

residence of all the agents for the slave dealers 
at Rio Jaaeiro. 

On the morning of Snnday, February 5th, 
1843, I left for this place in the second cutter, 
the ship having anchored two days before 
about eight miles off shore. Alexander and 
Wrey accompanied me, and not knowing the 
proper channel or the force of the current, 
X found myself at daylight considerably to 
leeward, and after a long pull succeeded 
in getting through what is called the Boat 
Channel, where I found the ripple so strong 
that I was obliged to put the boat, head to 
sea, and drift in with the flood. I little 
knew the risk I wm running. We found an 
English schooner, called the Trekboer, iVom 
Algoa Bay, at anchor just inside the Point, 
the captain of which gave us the necessary 
directions for going np, and some useful hints 
about getting stock, &c., at the town. 

Keeping close along the south shore to avoid 
the breakers, which extend down the centre of 
the river nearly to its mouth, we fired away 
at the numerous wild fowl and curlew : (ranes, 
pelicanii, Sec., flew screeching over our heads 
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HIPPOPOTAMI, 11 

as if astonoded hj the imvonted report of a 
musket. The banks of the rirer are so low 
that at high vater thej are flooded, and errery 
hra% and there are creeks running up amoi^t 
&a mangrore bodies, in vhich -we &av several 
large launches vhich are generally kept in 
readiness to embark slaves. The general aspect 
of tlw shore ia a succession of sandy patches 
and stunted shrubs alternately until about 
eight miles from the entrance, vbere the man- 
grove bushes grow at the water's edge. In the 
ba(A-^Pound toe low spreading green trees, 
with here and there a tall cocoa-nut tree 
towerii^ aboTe the rest : the shore is strewed 
with large trees, torn up by the roots daring 
the rainy season, when the freshes msh down 
with resistless fiiry. 

Brery now and then we saw some black 
masses, about twenty yards from the shore, 
like logs of wood, but on approaching them 
iaamd t^t they were the heads of hippo- 
potami, poking op their nosea with a most 
iraearthly roar; the temptation was great, and 
we low«<ed the siul and poUed in to have a 
^t at them : I fancy I itrnck one in the ear, 
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]2 TOWN OP QOILLIMAHE. 

01* somewhere about the head, for it made 
a tremendous plunge and dived with a roar. 
Some distance up the river we observed what 
we took to be white houses, but found that 
thej were pelicans with their wings spread out 
td dry. We met and hailed a canoe paddled 
by six negroes, and as we had just come on 
the coaat it was quite a novelty. At first they 
did not like to approach us, but a few friendly 
signs and a little broken Portuguese soon 
brought them to. They were sitting on the 
sharp edge of the canoe, a large tree hollowed 
out, and were all but in a state of nature ; we 
gave them some beads and biscuit and received 
in return a few bananas. 

We had by this time got near the town, 
which may easily be distinguished from its 
being in the midst of the only group of 
cocoa-nut trees near the bend of the river, 
about fifteen miles irom its mouth; and just 
as we had got ready to land, down came one 
of those unexpected tropical showers ont of 
a passing doud, which wet you through whilst 
you are wondering where it comes from. 
On landing, we were curied up a muddy 
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BKNHOB AZTEOO. 13 

beach bj blacks; and the one ^rho made an 
attempt to take me soon found that I vas 
no feather weight and caUed another to his 
asaifltance. We rewarded them with a few 
beads, and vent to the house of the pilot and 
port-captain, whom we fonnd in his porch 
smoking with a friend; he treated ua with 
great civility and aqua ardiente, and directed 
us to Senhor Azredo, the first appearance of 
whose domicile led us to expect something 
Tery superior, and we were not disappointed, 
for after we had waited a short time, examin- 
ing numerous pictures with whidi the room 
was hung, in came a middle-aged man with a 
most gentlemanly air, and welcomed us in a 
very cordial manner, and, after offering us a 
^ass of good sherry, accompanied us to the 
Qoremor's, as I expressed a wish to pay my 
respects. 

We were received at the entrance of his 
residence by the captain of a Portuguese brig- 
of-war at anchor off the town. I found he 
was a Frenchman, named Trou; but I shall 
have to speak of him hereafter. The Governor 
made hia appearance apparently from dinner. 
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14 aOTEKKOB O^ QUtLLIHAITE. 

uul after the usual compUmeats od these 
occasions, and lots of bovs and grimaces, -re 
made onr exits. His name was Don Carlos 
f ernando da Oosta, ahoat fortj-five years of 
age, and a commander in the Portuguese nayy. 
Hie tide and wind being against us, I yielded 
to the solicitations of our host . to remain 
the night: he made us as much at home as 
posdble, and I bad a most interesting conyer- 
sation with him, which proved the commence- 
ment of much important and useful infonna- 
tion; and though my ideas on many of the 
embjects I am about to relate are now much 
altered, I shall transcribe them, from the notes 
I took at the time, when firesh from England, 
and greatly struclt with the norelty of every 
thing round me. 

It appears that the GoTemors come out 
here with the avowed purpose of making a 
fcH>tuike by conniviDg at the slave trade and 
other peculations, their salary being only 1,000 
dollars per annnio, paid in blue I>ungaTee. 
Gonsequeatly, the good of the colony is very 
^ from their thoughts, and when Don Carios 
aimed, he fonnd A^vedo coUector of the cos- 
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toms, vhose duty it was, after the abolition of 
the slare trade, to seize any Teasels, or thdr 
cargoes, engaged in that traffic. About that 
time infomiation vaa received of a brig's being 
in the ofiEng ready to take in a cargo of Blares 
from Point Tangalane, on vhich Azredo de- 
manded tventy addiera from the OoTeraor, 
who paid no attention to the request for 
twenty-foor honrs; consequently the traces 
only weie found of the blacks haring been 
remoTed, which was effected most probably 
by the connivance of the Oovemor, who is 
said to receive 7,000 dollars irom each 
daver, which he shares with the captain of 
the brig. 

From this time an ill-feeling arose between 
the Governor and c<^ector, whidi was soon 
turned into rancour by the following drcum- 
Stance. The mast^ of the Trekboer having 
landed three cheesy with an order from 
Azvedo, they were seized by the soldiers and 
sold by auction ; and it may be easily conceived 
how bitter they were against each other wh«i, 
in endeavouring to outbid, one cheese sold f(n> 
ei^teen dollars, and the others for sixteen and 
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thirteen, and vere broken up and gtren to tlie 
dogs. Thence ensued a paper war, which 
ended in the dismissal of. Azredo, who pro- 
fessed himaelf extremely anxious to give every 
information tending to the capture of slavers; 
and he assured me that if wc remained off 
Quillimane for twenty-one days, our time 
would not be lost, as four or fire vessels were 
expected from Rio, and that one ship had 
already been off and made her signal. In cor- 
roboration of this there was a great collection 
of slaves in chains in the town, and Flarell, 
our coxswain, who spoke a little Portuguese, 
learnt that they were expecting a vessel daily. 

The slavers do not generally enter the river, 
bat make a private signal, which tbcir agents 
answer on shore, and the slaves are sent out 
in the launches we observed in the creeks. 
I heard that from twelve to fourteen had gone 
off to Rio in the previous six months, but 
I much doubt there having been so many. 

About six o'clock we sat down to a sump- 
tuous dinner, well served and capitally cooked ; 
not a bad thing after a hard day's cruise. The 
attendance was good and highly picturesque. 
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tiie blacks standing behind each chair like 
ebony statues, their anns folded and their eyes 
fixed on their temporary master's plate, vhich 
disappeared in a tvinkling vhen empty. Man- 
goes, pine-apples, bananas, cocoa-nut in the 
shape of an excellent sweet-meat, and preserres, 
formed the dessert; and after our vorthy host 
had proposed the healths of Captain Wyvill and 
absent friends, we quitted the table, and the 
boat's crew took our places, and got soch a 
blow-out as they didn't expect, and were most 
prflbably the first of their fiimilies who bad 
ever used silver-handled knires and forks. 

The men slept in the boat, and we remained 
on shore; bat the oppressive heat, musqui- 
toes, OTcr-fatigue, and anxiety, banished sleep 
from my eyes, although Alexander and Wrey 
snored away all night. In addition, there 
was one.continued roar and flash of thunder 
and lightning, which ended about six in the 
morning with torrents of rain and an awful 
thondersquall. 

I was greatly puzzled how to return all 
the hospitality and handsome conduct of our 
host, who would not allow me to pay for any 
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thing. All vas unp^it cadeau, and he loaded 
US with baaanas, pice-apples, mangoes, &c. ; and 
on an old felloVs trying to impose on as, he 
kicked him out of the house, and had all the 
ducks and chickens in his own yard caoght and 
put into the boat, accompanying us to the 
beach, and waring his hand as long as ve 
■were in sight. 

Whilst at his house we had a visit from 
upwards of a dozen Banyans, who came to 
find out if there was any news, or in other 
words, if any prizes had been taken: their 
Teasel had been taken by the Curlew, and con- 
doomed for having a quantity of rice not in 
their manifest. They dress in the Arab style, 
and are the Jews of this country: thear history 
I will give in a fatui« page. 

Iliere were not more than twenty-four Euro- 
peans ID the town, and the number of troops 
for the districts of Quiilimaue, Senna, and Tete, 
were 340, consisting of convicts, mulattos, and 
blacks, miserably clad and worse fed. The 
blacks were computed at 3,000,000. 

On arriTittg on board on Monday, February 
the 6th, and giving tbe above information, the 
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captaiu detennined to cruise in the Qeighboa> 
hood for sfHne time ; and on the 16th I vas 
again sent up to the town in the barge, taking 
the dingy with me, and accompanied by the 
EeT. P. Q. Hill and Denman. We had a 
fiuDOns nm ap of two hours and a half, and 
were receired by Senhor Azvedo in the aame 
friendly manner, and remained on shore during 
the next day, which gave us an opportunity 
erf exploring. Every thing appeared to denote 
the unavoidable existence of fever and disease: 
t^ swampy rice-grounds surround the town for 
miles and miles, with creeks running through 
them full of mud and slime, exposed at low 
water to the rays of a scorching tropical sun. 
Having been ordered not to sleep on shore, I 
covered in the boat w^ :with the sails; but 
the dew was so heavj that two parts of new 
canvas were wet through and all but dripping; 
and in the morning, after a broken night's 
rest, we got on shore and took a good stretch 
oat amongst high rank grass and anything but 
terra firma, the musquitoes swarming in such 
myriads that we were literally covered and 
driven half crazy. We laid in a good stock of 
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fowls, pigs, fruit, &c. Our worthj hoat still 
refusing payment we sent him a haadsome 
present from the anchorage. 

Some of the customs of the slaves are inte- 
resting, amongst others that of -wearing ban- 
gles or solid brass rings, reaching from the 
ande to the knee, graduaUj increasing in size : 
they are a great mark of distinction amongst 
them, and are worn by the women in charge 
of the white children, and the girls who act 
as ladies' maids. Nothing can degrade them 
more than depriving them of these ornaments, 
and a woman who would not wince at the lash 
would weep bitterly if her bangles were taken 
-from her, notwithstanding they are so heavy 
that they often lacerate the foot, and make 
them look most awkward when walking. 
Their mode of salutation is curious: they first 
stand quite upright with their heels together, 
and then make an inclination, by bending the 
knees and clapping their hands twice. 

Amongst the slave population the women 
work as hard as the men, and are punished in 
the same brutal manner. I saw several women, 
all but in a state of nudity, strung together 
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■with he^vy chains sapported by an iron ring 
round the throat, and digging up the ground 
with hoea. This I waa told was for stealing 
rice ; but whatever the crime, it waa a most 
horrid and degrading eight to an Englishman. 
Some of the men are very intelligent and work 
in gold, silver, and iron, with tools and appara- 
tus of the most primitive description : the bel- 
lows are made of deer-skins with two pieces of 
. bamboo at the mouth, which is opened and 
closed with the finger and thumb as it is moved 
Qp or pressed down, one being in each hand, and 
the nozles being introduced into a piece of 
brick-work on the ground communicating by two 
holes with a charcoal fire. The blacksmith sita 
on his haunches, and for an anril generally has 
a-pig of ballast : with these rou^ implements 
they make even pintles and gudgeons for large 
vessels, hinges for doors, slave shackles, and 
chains. Tlie workers in gold use a blow- 
pipe, and draw the wire through a bit of lead 
bored with holes gradually diminishing in size, 
and i have seen some very handsome orna- 
ments made by them. 

In working down the river with a foul wind 
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ve sav, for the first time, a huge hippopota- 
mus quite out of the water running at a smart 
trot along a sand-bank. Hill fired at him, 
and he immediately plunged into the vat^ 
and appeared incHned to become better ac- 
quainted with us; out having heard stories of 
their luting pieces out of boats, we got put of 
the way as quickly as possible, but soon after 
grounded on a sand-bank and remained there 
a whole tide ; and after a fruitless attempt to 
get out against the flood we had to anchor until 
tJie ebb made, wh6n I stood out and burnt a 
bluelight. The night being pitch dark, and the 
^p answmng it, I got on board at nine 
o'dock, but excepting in a case of great neces- 
sity I would nerer run so great a risk again. 
At that time, howerer, I had no dearbought 
experience. 

On the 21 St, we found twenty-five tons of - 
water bracki^ and stood across to St. Augus- 
tine's Bay, and I was sent on shore to superin- 
tend t^ watering party. Pitching a tent under 
a tamarind-tree on a patch of sand between 
two branches of the river and about three- 
quarters of a mile from the Bay, and to fadli- 



..y Google 



IMPOBTUNATE NATIVES. 23 

tate the aacent of the boats agamst the 
fireshes, hawsers were laid dovn for apwards oi 
half a mile 'with a nun booj at the end. I 
had scarcely got my tent all right, when canoes 
came &om all directions to barter sheep, kids, 
fowls, and rotables for beads, lookiDg-glasses, 
and powder, and I soon foand that I had a 
knowing and grasping set to deal with. The 
next morning I found some of my new Mends 
waiting for me with milk, which they presented 
very drilly, and I as grateMIy receiTed ; but 
_ they were not long in showing me that " no- 
thing for nothing" was their creed, and I was 
literally thronged by as importunate and per- 
seTering beggars as can be weU imagined. Their 
cry was "Give beady to piccineene, Lc^nant^ 
you good fnendy to me. I give you milhk and 
ebery ting : oh Leetenant, you bigger man, all 
the same as Captain, spose you give me 
douty; you my fodder, my modder, my brodda*, 
my sister." AU this was amusing enough for a 
short time, and I made them dance and sing, 
bought their mats and spears and fed them 
with biscuit, but I invariably found that thej 
were dissatisfied at not getting more, and at 
last they became very tiresome. 
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On the third daj I vitneBsett certainly a 
inoBt novel sight, m., a vhole yiUage of 
men, vomen, and children, swimming across 
a branch of the rirer. With one hand they 
held their clothes above their heads, and 
sometimes a young infant, and on arriving on 
the opposite side deposited them on the bank 
and swam about like water-dogs, making a very 
loud noise in concert with the hollow of their 
hands. Soon after they all came on shore, com- 
pleting their toilet in about a second, and their 
skins being well oiled, they made their appear- 
ance in the tent as dry as possible. Several of 
the women were very good-looking, and soon 
got on very free and easy terms with me, for if 
I laid down to take a nap, I was sure to find, 
when I awoke, that two or three of them had 
made a pillow of me, which with their greasy 
and populous heads was anything but agreeable; 
and I made all the rest dreadfidly jealous and 
clamoroUB by rigging up the head of a young 
girl with narrow white tape, a pair of earrings, 
and a necklace of beads, which with a fathom 
of clouty set her ofiF to great advantage. I 
christened her " Friendly," and she used always 
afterwards to bring me milk. 
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The day before our departare from St 
Angnatine's Bay, they Bhowed their pilfering 
propensities by taking the copper forelocks of 
the gun-carriages and screws of the tangent- 
sights, and in the end walked off with the nan 
buoy which we had used for watering. Alei- 
ander and I tried Tcry hard to bargain for 
some bullocks, but they wanted ten dollars for 
them, which we coQBidered an exorbitant price, 
and offered eight, but they wouldn't come to 
terms, and as they began to collect in large 
numbers, well armed, and to cast a very wistful 
eye on the dollar bag, I parted company with 
them as fast as possible. The shells here are 
numerous but not rare, and they barter them 
for empty bottles, beads, and anchor buttons, 
and they are so cunning that they never show 
all the good ones at once, but produce them 
one by one from the folds of their clouty. I 
learnt their numbers as far as ten; they are as 
follows : — 

1234 5 67 S'S 10 

Euw RoD& Tela Eflk Lima Enns TteU VuU Thera FonU 

We left them on March 4th, and crossed to 
Natal, where we arrired on the 12th. 
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Fort Katal is in latitude 29° 53', S., and 
longitude i]0° 57', K ; tEie andiorage is aboot 
a mile from the shore, in ten fathoms, and ex- 
tremely dangerous, being quite open to the south- 
east, and the entrance over the bar is not safe 
above twelre times in a month, and cuinot at 
anj time be depended on for two hours. The 
day ve anrired I v&a sent on shore in the 
fitter with the purser, a heavy ground srell 
setting in from seavard directly on the bar, 
and had I not observed a boat belonging to 
the Favn, inside the breakers, looking out for 
ns, I should not hare attempted the passage. 
As it vas, I made a dash for it, but the boat's 
crew being unaccustomed to a surf, -were taken 
hj sorprise, and could not attend to my orders. 
We consequently broached-to, lest two oars, 
and nearly tore off the gunnel: we observed a 
large shark following ns the whole way, and 
I was joking the puraer, telling him that it 
was looking out for him, UtUe thinking how 
soon one of us might hare made a meal for 
him. 

On landing, we were received by Lieut 
Nourse, of the Fawn, Oapt. Domford, com- 
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numding the Point, and serwal officers from the 
Camp, all quite delighted at seeing a new face 
or two, and as the boat was to remain all nigh^ 
a ride to the Oamp vaa proposed, and after 
being p^it Dp in a ship so long, a good gallop 
vas delightiui The road had been cat throngh 
the Tooda, and ve soon arrired at the spot vhich 
will be ever memorable for the gallant d^enee 
of Captain, now Major Smith, and about fifty 
men, who intrenched themselves behind wagons, 
and held out for twentj-siz days against 2,400 
Boers, well armed, and assisted by three pieces 
of artillery in commanding positions. Against 
this orerwhelming force they protected them- 
selres by he{4>ing sand between the wheels of 
their wagons, which enclosed their tents ; 
these were perfectly riddled, and their owners 
saw their Uttle all destroyed from the 
torches ; and at last, after having been three 
days on a reduced allowance of horse-Sesh^ 
they were reUeved by the Southampton, 
whose shells soon drove the enemy from the 
Point 

When we were there, the force was 312 men 
and officers: 100 remain at the Point, the re^ 
2 
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at the Camp, vhich is about one and a-hidf 
mile distant, and lias nov assumed the ap- 
pearance of a regular fortification, built with 
turf, and loopholed, with here and there'' a 
battery of field-pieces and howitzers. Major 
Smith received us tindly, and gave us some 
idea of the Boers, who seem to be a most 
ignorant race of men, and, are in daily expec- 
tation of receiving assistance from Holland. 
They believe that the story of a war with 
China, has been got up by the English to in- 
timidate them, and make themselves appear a 
great nation. 

After being most hospitably entertained at 
the messes, we, the next day, sent off bullocks 
and all kinds of stores for a long cruise. The 
iCafires come iu daily and hold a market, 
wbringing pumpkins, vegetables, poulttyj and 
■-.native curiosities, which they barter for mere 
Uirifles, then- wants being but few, and a few 
.strips of tiger-skin furnishing them with a full 
•dress. 

The bar of Natal is extremely dai^erbus 
and treacherous, frequently becoming furious 
quite unexpectedly, a large wall of surf rearing 
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ita crest, and toveriug »bore the boat without 
the least wuming, and hot that the Fa\ra is 
paid off, whose officers were always on the qui 
vive in case of accidents, the danger of crossing 
will be increased tenfold. 
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^A PILOT DBOWNED. 

-On the 23rd of March, 1843, 1 made my 
third trip to Quillimane Trith the purser, and 
finding that our friend Azredo was from home, 
ve were rather puzded what to do ; but I went 
to look for onr old friend the pilot, whom we 
found smoking in the porch of Senhor Mor- 
gado's, who kindly invited us to dinner, and 
Bhortly after we had sat down I was agreeably 
surprised hj the appearance of Senhor Azredo, 
who had heard of our arrival, and came imme- 
diately to see ns. In the evening we had a 
long conversation, and I learnt that during 
our absence the Lily had taken two Brazilian 
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bftnpws, and drireD a schooner on shore, and 
that tliere were two others expected in the 
coarse of three weeks, one empty, and the 
other with a fiill ca^; and the people of 
QaiUimaoe were so inransed agidnst Azredt^ 
whom they suspected of giring me informatioDi 
that he was obliged to keep an annod force in 
his house ererj night. 

In the eTening we adjourned to oor old qoar- 
ters, uid were highljintereeted and amused with 
a natire danoe, the principal performers being 
tiiree kings who had come from the intoior to 
trade. Their saUe majesties were diatinguidied 
from their followers by a great number of ban- 
gles made fn>m the hippopotamus' hide, reaching 
from the wrist to six inches abore the elbow, and 
tiwy each drank a tumbler of aqua ardienie, 
as if it had been water. The dance commenced 
with sandry nneouth gef^nres, ffiod twisting of 
body and limbs in slow time, gradually increas- 
ing in eoei^ ontil the excitement was at the 
highest pitch; and they at last took a ronnd 
turn and fell back exhausted amongst the enr- 
roonding crowd, who kept constantly dappinj; 
their hands, and joined in a monotonous chonu, 
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their bodies bent forward and ejes glisteoing' 
vith delight, giving every now and then a 
scream of encouragement to the dancer. 

In the course of the evening, the mafiters of 
two American brigs came in, and I found that 
their names were the Anna and Kentucky: 
they were loading with mud for ballast, and 
thej were anxious that I should look at them ; 
however, I learnt quite suflScient to feel certain 
that, had not the coast been well guarded, 
they would have delivered one of them over 
for slaves — in fact, the master of the Anna 
told me that pr(^)08ition8 had been made to 
him, 

I slept on board the Anna that night, 
mooring my boat astern, and little thought 
that I should ever command her aa a prize. 
In the morning I had, whilst at Azvedo's, a 
visit from one of the kings, to whom I pre- 
sented one of the buttons of my jacket, which 
has now the honour of being bung to one of 
his majesty's eajyrings. 

We had a specimen of the barbarous music 
of the coimtry from a travelling blind man, 
■who had his eyes put out in his own country 
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for Tinking them at one of his king's wives, 
and aftervards fled to the Portuguese posses- 
sions, where he lives hy going from door to 
door with a companion, who commences hy 
shaking a calabash full of pease in measured 
time. This was taken up by the blind man, 
whose voice gradually rose to a tremendous 
pitch, when he appeared much excited, and 
applying a ram's, or rather a mero's horn, with 
a square hole in it, to his mouth, produced 
the most unearthly sound I ever heard. The 
burden of the song seemed to be, " Hoy yoy 
hoy;" a blow of the horn, "Goulah." He 
was clothed with the skin of some animal, 
and, with his sightless sockete, looked a most 
miserable object. 

I found three of my boat's crew had gone 
off daring the night, taking a musket and 
ammunition with them. I immediately ap- 
plied to Azvedo, who sent twenty of hia 
blacks in chase, and I followed in a machila — 
a cot slung under a large bamboo covered with 
zebra skins, and carried hy four men — who 
rattled me along at a smart trot, and seemed 
highly amused at my fancying they were tired 
03 
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after carrying me two jxn\es and offering to 
get out to valL Mj tliree mem vere found ■ 
under a tree about four miles &om Qnillimane; 
and a mercy indeed it vas that they escaped 
-with their lives, as, the very ni^t before a 
negro, a negrras, and a dog, vere carried off 
by the tigers, not very far from the spot where 
it appears they had dept 

I left on the 25th, bat did not reach the 
ship for twenty-sii honrs, the cnirent running 
BO strong to the nortiifrard that I iras obliged 
to anchor, and wait for the ship to drop down 
tome. Between this and the Slst it blew a 
gale, and the boats w^e not able to leave; 
but on that day I was ordered to take the 
barge and pinnace np for wood, and, when on 
the point of shoving off, a sail was observed 
in the ofSng, and I was directed to cut her off 
if possible. In about an honr I caught sight 
of her top-gallant sail, and with oars and sails 
chased her for six hours, beating a whale-boat 
bdonging to the Portuguese brig in fine styl^ 
when night hid her from onr sight, and I stood 
back, in quest of the pinnace ; but not finding 
her, I bore up for the ship, then under all sail 
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in clutse. When mthin half a mile of her, I 
shewed a light, uid observed the ship imme- 
diately heare in stayB, and I fancied I was seen, 
nntil I found her bearing down upon me ; and 
before anything could be done, our sails were 
becalmed, and the boat was under the bows. 

ProvidentiiJly.they had thrown all aback, and 
deadened the ship's way. Still I had ordered 
ereiy man to look ont for a rope, and get on 
board in the erent of the boat's filling, and I 
fonnd myself with Hill very a£^ionately em- 
bracing the figure-head; but he nerer then, or 
ever afterwards, hinted that he thonght my 
conduct incautioQS or at all blameaUe, until I 
saw my character reflected on in the pamphlet 
■entitled, "Fifty Days on board a Slaver." 
Huch he knew about it I Fortunately, the 
boat esc^>ed with the loss of her mainyard; 
uid after ascertaining the bearing of the rirer, 
which was wrat by north twenty miles, I 
started afresh, and in four hours anchored in 
two and a half fathoms close to the shore, and 
in the morning was much relieved at seeing 
tiie pinnace not far from me. 

We soon worked up to the bar, and got 
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on board H.M.F.M. brig, Gentil Liberador, 
commanded by Tron, a Frenchman, who gave 
OS a good bre^fast, and fished my main- 
jard, vrhen I proceeded to Quilljmane, and 
loaded irith wood ready to start the next 
morning, which I did about seven a.m., and 
found all the requisites for a good breakfast 
in the boat, sent by Azvedo. 

We had some difficulty in crossing the 
bar, but reached the ship at two P.u.i' 
when I was ordered to prepare to take charge 
of the barge and cutter, with a fortnight's 
proTisions, to cruise off the riyer, whikt the 
ship went to the northward in seareh of the 
brigantine we had chased. At sunset I left 
the ship, Mr. Thomas (mid.) having charge of 
the cutter, and anchored about 10 p.m. outside 
the bar, and spread the rain awnings. 

I observed a sail at daylight, and after 
making sail in chase, and preparing the arms, 
found it to be my old friend Trou in the 
Gentil coming out of the riyer. The next day 
I paid him a visit, and found that he had 
written a note inviting me and my officers to 
dine with him, as it was the Queen of Porta- 
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gal's birthday. He received as on deck, and 
had a rery nice cool place rigged up with 
national flags; and of course we were boond 
to show how much we felt his hospitality ; and 
after drinking sundry complimentary toasts, we 
ended, as is the Portuguese custom, by drink- 
ing the Queen's health. The next day I ei- 
amined liis charts with him, and gained all 
the information I could respecting the slave 
trade. 

It appears, that any number of slaves may 
be obtained and shipped from Quillimane 
itself at a few hours' notice, and that the 
Governors have been in the habit of receiving 
fixed bribes from the slave dealers, whose 
launches are always ready to start the moment 
a ship makes her private signal There are 
baracoons at the difierent rivers to the north- 
ward and southward of Quillimane, fitim 
Qoizungo, inside Fogo Island, down to Imabo, 
the last of the mouths of the Zambesi: the 
Buiyans are also carrying on the traffic from 
point to point. I continued outside the bar 
cruising with the brig, generally standing off 
about thirty miles and returning in the even- 
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in^ for I foond the weather bo fine that I 
•WM glad to escape the miasma and mnsquitoes 
vhich abound in the rirer. 

On the 9th, I stood out and retnnied with the 
brig as nsnal, bat missed her after she had 
anchored; and the current was mnning so strong 
that the boat could not poll np, so I had to 
anchor in shore coneiderablj to leeward of the 
flag-staff, and from this time onr troables 
commenced. In the morning at dajli^t I 
stood to sea ready for the sea breeze, uid when 
I fancied mjself well to windward, tacked and 
stood in shore, and found that a day's work put 
me twenty miles to windward, so that, when I 
made the land, I ran for a point very much like 
the one at the entrance of the rirer, and did 
not find out my mistake until npwards of 
twenty miles to leeward, with only one breaker 
of water and a prospect of being three or fonr 
days getting back against the current which 
had already drifted us so &x in a short time. 
All that night I was on the alert^ taking adran- 
tage of eyery little flaw of wind off" tho land, 
and palling occasionally ; by this means I gained 
about eight miles, and at daylight conM just see 
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the point I so moch wished to gain ; bat the 
vind came strong againEFt me, and I did not 
make a mile in four houn; and the veather 
hx^dug threatening, I anchored and spread the 
sailB to catch rain, but got very little. Hoverer 
it broDght a iair wind vith it, and at night ve 
{bond oniaelrra in smooth water off the fla^ 
stafl^ and anchored in six fathoms; sored oat 
a reduced allowance of grog with the last ot 
our water, and made all sung for a qoiet ni^t; 
but after being asleep abont an hour, I was 
ronsed bj the disagreeable intelligence that the 
catter aatem of me had been neatly swamped, 
and that we had drifted into two and a-half 
&thom8 amon^ the breakers. 

The danger was most imminent, and we 
lost no time in getting the boat's bead to 
sea under the oars, which the men fa^ed at 
incessantlj for fire honrs, not making an in<^ 
head-way. All this time the rain was lashing 
down in torrents, blinding ererybody and ren- 
dering it quite impossible to gire the neceth 
sary orders to keep the boat's end on ; 
consequently we shipped some very heavy 
seas, and Thomas and myself had quite as 
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much as ire could manage to keep the water 
nnder with two'large buckets. Fortunately, the 
current drifted us a little off as well as along 
the land, and we anchored on the edge of the 
breakers until a breeze sprang up and enabled 
us to put to sea, thankful for our narrow 
escape. Luckily, our clothes had been kept dry 
under the tarpaulings, and I made all hands 
shift and gave them some spirits, and just as I 
was standing into the rirer I saw the ship, and 
right ^ad was I to get on board. 

I found that the ship had taken the brigan- 
tine : she was called the Progresso, and had 
four hundred and fifty slaves on board, shipped 
at Quizungo, after we had chased her. She gave 
them a seven hours' run and did not heave to 
until the musketry reached her sails. This good 
news was counterbalanced by the death of our 
poor old purser, Mitchell, who had his nervous 
system so worked upon by the accident at Ka- 
tal, and our subsequent cruises, that he fretted 
himself to death without any apparent bodily 
disease ; for he came down in the gun-room, put 
his head between his hands, and made up his 
mind to die. The Captain took him into his 
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cabin, and erery thing was done for Iiim, but 
lie refused all consolation, and got out of his 
cot by himself the very day he died. Shortly 
after his death a small vhite bird was seen 
perched on the cot just over the head of the 
body, which gave rise to numerous speculations 
among the superstitiouB. 

A day or two afterwards we fell in with 
the Progresso, and I accompanied Dr. Kittle 
on board to pick out fifty of the most healthy 
boys to take to the Bfaip, that the others 
might hare more room, and the scene on 
board beggars all desaiption. On the day 
she was captured the slaves broke adril^ 
broke open the casks of aqua ardienie, which 
some of t^em drank in large quantities: others 
took salt water, salt beef, and pork, and 
raw fowls, in consequence of which fifty died 
the first night, which unfortunately was squally ; 
and to save the vessel the poor wretches were 
obliged to be kept below, or run the risk of 
being washed overboard. Previous to this, how- 
ever, many of the dead bodies were, seen on 
the slave-deck by our men who went down for 
water> and others were in such a state from 



..y Google 



42 FIFTT DATS OK BOABD 

tiieir excesses, (hat in all probalnlitj the mor- 
tality Tonld have been'nearly as great, eTen had 
they not been k^t below. 

We sair several poor sickly skeletons lying 
OQ the dec^, evidently dying and mnch dis- 
fignred by having been trodden on or crushed 
underneath the others: they could jost gasp, 
and noT and then open their lips whilst an 
orange was squeezed on them. The oth»B 
were all covered with craw-craws and itch, 
and were scratching huge sores all over than 
and howling like maniacs for water. I went 
on the slave-deck, and half the blacks were 
then on it, who gave their sign of welcome 
by dapping their hands in concert. Poor 
'Alexander, who had charge of her, looked 
dreadfdlly fagged, and calling me on one side 
asked me to speak to Mr. Hill, who had been 
allowed by the Oaptun to take a passage in 
her, and beg him not to interfere with the duty 
of the vessel as he had done, &r Uie men were 
getting dissatisfied at being spoken to by a 
drilian; .and if he persisted in going on in the 
same vray, it would be necessary to make a re- 
port of it to Captain Wyvill and have him 
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lemored. I aocordingjij pointed ont to him 
va. the strong^ maim^ I oonld, how mtich 
he would add to Alexander's anxiety, and 
That unpleasant feelings he would give rise 
to, if he in anj way interfered with his 
orders. 

After this, I wag on board once or twice, 
and eTerjthing appeared to go on more 
smoothly; but subsequent events, and the 
appearance of " Fifty Days on board a 
SlaTcr," showed how unfortunate it was that 
a man should hare be^ allowed to remain 
to produce a statement, which, though true 
S8 far as it went^ left much to be understood 
or imagined, and which tended to throw a 
slur on the diaracter of bh. active and deserv- 
ing officer, who nearly fell a victim to his 
anxiety and exertions. 

The alave-deck measured forty-six feet long 
twenty-five feet wide, and three feet, nx inches 
higb. Of the fifty that we took on board, forty- 
nine arrived safely at the Cape, one having 
&llen into a tub during the night, and bebig 
too weak to crawl out, was smothered. We 
mam^d to clothe them all, cutting up table- 
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coTers, old green baize, and each contributing 
something. They w^e numbered and divided 
into two gangs, and a captain chosen from 
among them for each gang. They irere made 
to run round the decks, for they ■were bo 
pinched with the cold, that had it not been 
for exercise they would have doubled up like 
bootjacks and died. 

On our way to the Cape we touched at 
Algoa Bay, and arrived at Simon's Bay, on 
Hay 5th; and although we did not sail until 
the 26th, the prize had not then arrived, and 
we were in a great state of anxiety about her 
for many months. On our way back to our - 
cruising ground, we called at Natal with the 
Hon. Henry Cloete, Commissioner, and took 
in bullocks, &c. ; but the bar became suddenly 
so rough that the galley was detained inside 
three days, and was then got off with much 
difficulty. 

On June 15th, 1843, we anchored off Quil- 
limane in company with H. M. brig, Lily, and 
I was sent to the town in the pinnace. Moles- 
worth accompanying me. We were received on 
landing by my old friend Azvedo, who seemed 
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quite delighted to see us, and told me that 
soon after our departure, the place had be- 
come Tery sickly and a very large proportion 
of the inhabitants had died. 

On waiting on the QoTemor, I found that 
he was convalescent, although he still looked 
very ill. I had to oflfer some explanation 
respecting an affair which the Lily had had 
-with the Portuguese brig of war. It ap- 
pears that the former drore a brigantine 
on shore, but a fast pulling whale-boat 
of the latter boarded her afterwards and 
took possession before the Lily's boats, which 
were sent the next day and which set fire 
to the vessel, and took out her mainmast. 
■ This was construed into invading the Portu- 
guese territory, and was a fine opportunity to 
talk of wounded honour, &c. However, he gra- 
dually sobered down, and at last declared that 
he should be glad to abide by the admiral's 
decision ; and all our fine speeches being ex- 
hausted, I was glad to escape to my old 
quarters, having a splitting headache from 
exposure to the sun all day. 
- Azredo seemed much gratified at some- 
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presents which I prraented to him from 
the captain and officers; amongst others 
vas an immense round of fresh hee^ vhicfa, 
for coiiTalescenta, they managed to conTert 
into Tauishiug fractions in an aetonishingly 
Bhort time. Two of the guests vere recog- 
nized hj MolesTorth as having been in his 
charge as prisoners on board the receiving 
ship at Rio; and one of them told ua that he 
had made nine clear voyages vith slaves, and 
been taken the tenth. Hia name is Velozo, and 
he was married a week after this to a chamoich 
leather-coloored lady, with an immense pro- 
perty in slaves and the best house at Quilli- 
man^ where I have since met with great 
hospitality and kindness. 

On strolling out in ihe morning, oar eyra 
met certainly a most un-English sight From 
two to three hundred negresses with hoes 
were making a wide road from a large hoose 
to the church for the funeral procession of the 
mother of Senhor Isidore, the collector of 
customs, who had died in the night, tad. 
whose slaves they were. At four in the after- 
noon all the gentlemen in the place assembled 



..y Google 



A FPSIEAL PBOOESaiOK. 47 

at Azredo's, dreseed in black, and went in a 
body to the house of tie deceased. We took 
up our station opposite the entrance of the 
church, and had a famoiu riev of the 'vrhole 
affair. First came a sturdy bkck, bearing a 
lai^ bine cornet yfiih a white cross on a Terj 
long pole; it waa kept horizontal bj tvo 
blacks, vho held each a brace, another going 
before ringing a bell : next came a silver 
cxadfix, then followed the priest and his 
attendants, chanting a monotonouB-sonnding 
death-song immediately before the coffin, 
which was followed by the mourners, the 
QoTemor in full uniform and his secretary 
bdng the chie£ On entering the church, the 
body was placed on a raised platform sur- 
rounded by tall caudles and large pans of 
incense, and to each of the procession was 
giren about a yard and a-half of wax candle. 
The priest then commenced to chant the 
limeral serrice in unintelligible Latin, and at 
last made such a horrid squalliag, tJiat some 
of the principal performers laughed outright. 
With the exception of this, the whole thing 
was decently conducted, and the serrice being 
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ended, the troops were drawn up, and fired 
three roUeye. This" is the first and only 
time I ever heard of a ■woman being buried 
with mihtary honours. The following day we 
returned to the ship, blazing away at numbers 
of hippopotami on the way down ; but their 
skin 13 impenetrable to lead, and the blacks 
kill them with about an inch of iron bar. 

On the 26th of June I boarded the United 
States' brig Chipoli, bought at Rio, and sent 
with the officers and part of the crew of the 
United States' corvette Concorde, which had 
been wrecked on the bar of the Rirer Macuz^, 
twenty-three miles to the northward of Qailli- 
mane, to recover and dispose of her stores. 
On the 30th, thinkiDg that the brig might 
bring some news from Rio, I was sent up in the 
barge, taking with me Baron Leheoson, Jago, 
and B^ley (midshipmen) to shew them the 
town. I went on board the brig on my way 
up, and was agreeably surprised at finding 
Azvedo on board, who, with Dr. Tuckerman, 
took a passage in the barge after we had 
received much civility from the American 
officers, who insisted on our taking a ^ass of 
champagne with them. 
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The foUoving day I was requested to 
act as interpreter between the GToTemor and 
Lieutenant Gardner, commanding the Chipoli, 
vho had been sent bj the American com- 
modore at Rio to recover what he could of 
the Concorde's stores, all idea of recoTering 
the ship having been giren up. An account 
of her loss may not be uninteresting. Her 
Captain had received information that there 
vera tvo American brigs at Qoillimane en- 
gaged in the slave trade, and having no 
chart of the coast, was running it dovn 
Vith a fine fair vind and smooth -water. 
As he approached the land, the water became 
discoloured, and the officer of the watch sent 
several messages to the captain, saying that he 
considered the ship was running into danger. 
He was, however, disregarded, and not even a 
leadsman was ordered into the chains, and the 
captain had just mounted the poop, and desired 
them to try for soundings, when she struck. 
Unfortunately it was the top of high water, 
and the moment the ebb made, a tremendous 
sea got up, and she bumped so heavily, that 
her guns were obliged to be thrown overboard 
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For four days she tried her strength to the 
utmost, and her solid fitted-iu timbers alone 
saved her, the tide leaving her in two feet at 
low water. At last they managed to force her 
over the bar under the forraail, with the loss 
of serenteen feet of her main-keel, and nearly 
the whole of her planking on her bottom : they 
then sent the boats np the rirer, thinking it 
was th^ Quillimane, and after ascending fifty 
miles, walked across the comitry to the town, 
from whence assistance was sent; and the cap- 
tain and purser went round in the gig, and 
returning again against the advice of Azvedo, 
a pilot, they were drowned on crossing the 
bar; the black cook dired three times for &e 
captain, and got on shore after swimming 
seven hours. 

I learnt that we might daily expect a vessel 
intended for the slaye trade, purdiased from 
the Americans at Rio, and fitted ostensibly 
as a whaler, but capable of carrying 800 
blacks. Numbers of slaves are being con- 
stantly brought from the interior and kept 
in the neighbourhood of Quillimane ready for 
embarkation, and are considered as much an 
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article of trade, a3 iTory and gold-dust, but 
they Beldom sell the domestic, or slares born 
at the place, except for punishment; and a 
threat to send them to the "Negrierfl," is fre- 
quently more effective than a flogging. 

On our arrival off the coast, the price of a 
slave fell from 30 to 10 dollars, and the cap- 
ture of three vessels, and wreck of another, 
had frightened them not a little. American 
vessels are generally purchased at Rio by 
BrazilianB, and bring out a cat^o under their 
original colours, and at the last moment cbange 
crevB, take in fittings from Quillimane, and 
run a cai^ of slaves ; and from what I have 
heard, I feel certain tiiat one of the American 
brigs which I saw so much of at the town, 
was prevented from doing so by our- being in 
the neighbourhood. 

Hitherto the Qovemors of Quillimane, and 
all the Portuguese possessions on this coast, 
have had merely nominal pay, but have in- 
variably made large fortunes in a very few 
years by conniving at the slave trade, a sti- 
pulated sum being paid for each black; and I 
am told that the late Governor made 15,000 
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dollars in three months. At present the Go- 
vemor-Gtenend at Mozambique, Genera! R. L. 
lyAbren de Jjima, who served during . the 
whole of the Peninstdar war, and was educated 
in Ireland, has determined to do his best to 
put down the trade, and in Augost com- 
mences a round of visits to hia different depen- 
dencies to put things in order. Much might 
be done by preventing a larger collection of 
slaves than are requisite for domestic purposes, . 
whereas at present any number may be shipped 
at a few hours' notice; but whilst the Gover- 
nors are so badly paid and are old officers sent 
by the Ministers for the express purpose of 
amassing riches in these pest-holes, it cannot 
be expected that they will refuse the custom- 
ary fees merely to be laughed at in their own 
country, or praised up as fine honourable fel- 
lows by a small party in England, and most pro* 
bably be poisoned by their next door neighbour. 
The masters are absolute and can award 
serere punishment without trial, and every 
here and there slaves may be seen chained to- 
gether by sixes and sevens, worMng in the 
fields for theft. Their pilfering propensities are 
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incurable, imd I a&v a glaring instacce of it 
in one of Azvedo's boja. who waited on ns 
whilst up there. He had, whilst we turned our 
backs, whipped several cigars out of an open 
box and concealed them about hia person; 
three blacks were summoned on the spot, and 
he was led away to work in chains for fifteen 
days; but flo^ng seems to be seldom re- 
sorted to. 

lit the eTeniug I stood interpreter between 
the QoTemor and American officers, and 
afterwards slept in the boat, finding our new 
rain-awnings of the greatest service, as the 
dew was very heavy;' and in the morning we 
conid not see one end of the boat from the 
other. However we lauded, and took a walk, 
much to the astonishment of the inhabitants 
who never think of shewing their noses until 
nine o'clock, but even with all this care, the 
climate and fever have left them mere wrecks 
of themselves, and I have frequently been 
addressed by a poor wan-looking creature 
who a few months before was a strong hale 
man, and not one of them is firee from the 
liver or spleen. Still an occasional visit with* 
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out exposure at night is not attended Tith 
any bad effects; but if any of the boats' crews 
remain all night on shore, they generally have 
a tonch of the fever. 

I took on board with me a fine intelligent 
black boy, whose freedom Azredo offered me 
if I would take care of him, and as he had 
always attended as I was glad to snatch him 
from his degraded country. His name ia Jose 
Tembah, and I was fortunate in getting him a 
kind and good mistress at the Cape, where he 
is now, two years after the above, doing welL 
He is an excellent servant, and is being edu- 
cated. He sometimes threatens to return to 
the "Oapitaine," as he calls me, but does not 
mean it, and is as happy as possible. 

The morning of July 10th, 1843, which 
had been settled as the day on which I was 
to take the boats up the river for water, was 
anything but promising, a fresh breeze blowing 
from south-east, and a heavy swell setting on 
the bar; and I ought to have been warned of 
the great risk 1 was about to run, but at that 
time I had passed so often without any acci- 
dent, that I had become foolhardy, and very 
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dearly bonglit the ezperieace vMch hu ance 
made me mndi more prudent. 

The captain had exchanged the jolly-boat 
fat a gi^ sharp at both ends, but yriih much 
leB3 beam than a 'whale-boat; we had raised 
her one Btreak, and being anxiooa to try her, I 
took the lead on shoving off, haTing vith me 
•Benman and Law, six men, and seTeral bags ; 
but finding her too deep, I advised Denman 
and Law to get into the pinnace or barge, and 
put also two heavy bags into the latter; vhen 
dose to the bar I hove to, to bale out dry, and 
practise the men for crossing a surf. On 
entering the breakers, I found them much 
heavier than I had anticipated, and from the 
first, saw that it would be quite a mercy if we 
crossed safely. However, we got over four 
breakers beantifolly, the boiling foam taking 
ns with it at a most awfiil rate; the fifth fol- 
lowed us like an overhanging mountain, with 
its crest in the act of curling, and we rose to 
it just as it broke, becoming, as it were, a 
component part of the foam. My feeling was 
that of intense anxiety, and I at one time 
thought it would pass \is, and had an en- 
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couraging " all right" on the top of my tongue, 
■when the angry anrf boiled up afresh. There 
was a crash, a cry, and in au instant we were 
struggling in the breakers, and never were men 
rescaed from a more hopeless situation. My 
first impulse was to dire from imder the boat, 
and juat as I rose to the surface I found my- 
self grappled by a man who could not awim,- 
whom I endeayoiired to shake off, but finding 
that I could keep him up, told him to keep his 
hand on my shoulder, and took him to the 
boat, which kept constantly turning roond and 
round like a cask; and the seas constantly 
breaking over us gave us so little breathing 
time that nearly all hope of being sared was 
taken away. It was a most awful momen^ and 
all the people, places, and things I had ever 
seen, seemed concentrated and present at the 
same instant to my mind's eye with a startling 
distinctness; then t^e misery of being cut off 
from all, in rude health, unprepared to face 
my Maker, with succour close at hand, nerved 
US all to make extraordinary exertions, and I 
mentally prayed for presence of mind, for I 
felt that the safety of the whole depended so 
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entirely on me, that I used the whole of my 
breathing time in cheering up the three men 
who conid not svim. All eyes vere fixed on 
the barge close to us, and approaching rapidly, 
but erery now and then hid hy the overhang- 
ing crest of a wave vhich ingulphed us a 
second afterwards, keeping us down longer 
and longer as our strength failed us and we 
filled with water. She was almost within our 
reach when a furious breaker swept her past 
us with the speed of lightning, and buried us 
for some seconds. How plainly I saw the faces 
of all in the barge as they passed us, pale as 
death, with eyes straining with eager anxiety I 
but they were as helpless aa ourselves, and half - 
filled their boat in endeavouring to round-to. 
My men now began to despair, ^d utter the 
most piercing cries, and one of them said, 
"Good bye, Mr. Barnard, I am going down;" 
but I tapped him on the shoulder, and told 
him to look at the pinnace, not then far from 
UB, and we held on by the keel of the boat 
with the energy and despair of drowning men. 
At least six times did the surf wash me from 
one end of the boat to the other, my hand 
S3 
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grasping the keel the whole length; still on 
came our rescuers, onr only hope :— some 
screeched and howled, others left the boat and 
fiwam towards the approaching one, and I 
exerted my remaining strength in calling out 
" Luff, luff," fearing she would pass us like the 
barge; howeTcr, we were all picked' up bat 
one poor boy, named Crapwell, who was pro- 
bably taken down by a shark. 1 had grasped 
the bight of the jib-sheet, and when hauled in 
to the pinnace was quite exhausted and black 
in the face, and the men were much in the 
same plight. Fortunately, the Chipoli was at 
anchor about three miles from tis, and we re- 
ceired every attention and kindness from the 
American officers, and Dr. Tuckerman soon 
restored us with bottles of hot water at our 
feet, and friction of warm blankets, and I 
remained on board, sending the boats on. We 
all suffered from an unquenchable thirst, and 
a great soreness in our backs and limbs ; how- 
erer, I was able to get to work the next day. 

On the 11th we observed the ship at anchor 
outside, in company with a brig, which proved 
to be the Defensivo, fitted as a whiter, e( 
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vhich I had receired prenoos icfonnation; 
and on searcliiiig her, her equipment vsa 
found BO unfit for catching fish, that she vas 
detained, and eent avaj in charge of Lieaten- 
ant MolesvoTth, to the Frimeiro Islands for 
repair. At QoillimaQe I was asked if I thought 
it poseible for her captain to be allowed to get 
on shore, as he was a friend of Senhor Isidore, 
collector of the customa. I said I TOnld ask 
Captain Wyvill if they would gire me his 
nune; and as this name, Paulo iloderigne, 
coincided with that on the brig's papers, it was 
ft strong proof that she was expected, and led 
in a great measure to her being condemned, aa 
the captain and crew had signed a protest in 
which thej declared that Quillimane was not 
their destination, and that their sole object 
waa whaling. She had no clearance &om the 
custom house, nor manifest, and was under 
Brazilian colours. 

We were detained at the mouth of the riTer 
by strong south-westerly winds, until Wed- 
nesdAy 19th, and during the whole time 
experienced the hospitality of the American 
officers, and their kind consideration and 
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aoiiety to prOTide for all our wants will ever 
be gratefullj remembered by the officers of 
tbe Cjleopatra. On arrlTing on board and 
informing the captain that a number of 
chained slaveB had been seen marching to 
southward, and that there was a Teseel ex- 
pected in that direction, I was sent awaj with 
the barge and a fortnight's proTisions, and the 
ship sailed, and the current setting strong to 
the northward I could not fetch in, and pre- 
ferred rnnning throogh the breakers to remain- 
ing outside all nighty full as we were of empty 
casks. We got in famously, shipping but Uttle 
water, but nearly stove the dingy which was 
towing astern, a sea washing her nearly into 
the barge, and staving her ; however, this was 
coimterbalanced by my seeing the gig in which 
I had been capsized high up on the beach 
about five miles from the entrance of the 
river. 

I took up my quarters on board the Chipoli, 
and the next morning at day-light pulled 
across and launched the gig, recovering my 
carpet bag, in which I had money and clothes; 
still my loss was severe as my watch was 
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ruined, and manj other things spoilt, and I 
must have been at least £20 out of pocket. 

I made occasional larips to the town, and on 
the 38th the GoTemor-Qeneral arriTed from 
Mozambique in the Gentil Liberador, whose 
name I found he had changed to the Boa 
Juan de Caatro. I was looking from Azredo's 
porch through a glass, and the moment I 
reported the Portuguese Flag at the main all 
was hurry and bustle; dressing gowns gare 
place to gold-laced coats and long beards 
to cut chins; thin men staggered under fat 
epaulets and snuff, and butter-coloured artil- 
lerymen risked their Utss by firing a salute 
from ghosts of guns of all calibres mostly taken 
from wrecked slavers; and the sable inha- 
bitants, whose dress and undress are always 
the same, crowded to the beach, laughing and 
grinning as if they were the happiest creatures 
in the world. I offered the services of my 
boat, which the Governor of Quillimane ac 
cepted, and I accompanied him on board and 
had an interview with the General, who is-, a 
fine affable old soldier imd has crossed the line 
fifteen times, and seems delighted to meet with 
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an ED^ishman to talk orer hk adrenturefl. 
He was accompanied hy Br. William Petere, a 
Prussian physiciao and naturalist, on a mission 
from his king to collect specimens of natural 
curiosities for the Royal Museum, at Berlin. 

The General landed on the SOth, and at- 
tended mass, after -which they fired a salute, 
during which an artilleryman had his arm 
shattered, from the gun not being properly 
sponged, leaving a few sparks which bomt the 
man's thumb, who was stopping the vent, and 
made him withdraw it, and the charge ignited 
while being nunmed home. The poor fellow 
was immediately in a blaze, but, being. black, 
little sympathy was eTinced by the bystandera, 
and although I had to run the gauntlet before 
the soldiers who were firing a feu de joie, 
I was one of the first to tear his trousers off. 
On examination it was found that amputation 
was requisite, but the surgeon had no instra- 
ments, and the tide was too low to send to the 
American brig for theirs, and the man would 
mcwt certainly hare died from 1<ms of blood, 
had not Dr. Peters been there and humanely 
come forward, and, after searching in Tain fix 
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better mstniments, after a lapse of three hours 
performed tbe operation above the elbov with 
a earring knife and carpenter's aaw, the former 
of which I sharpened on mj boot whilst 
Peters prepared tbe latter with a file. I as- 
sisted him bj holding 1^ arm and afterwards 
the artery, the gentlemen of the place being in 
their Sunday's clothes and not accustomed to 
the sight of blood: the man recoTered, and 
afterwards went to Mozambique with the 
General In my interviews with the latter 
he expressed himself most anxious to do every 
thing in his power vith the limited means he 
possessed to put a stop to tbe ^ave trade on 
the east coast, in evidence of which he is the 
only Governor-General who has visited Quiili- 
mane; and he promised to forward to us any 
information he might receive. 

Gn August 4th I returned on board the 
ship with wood and water, leaving some casks 
behind me on board the Ohipoli, for which I 
was not able to return tmtil the 9th; a heavy 
swell, in which we rolled our ports under, 
setting right on the bw:. I had a long eon- 
reiBation with the General, and he accepted 
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Captain WjviU's inTitFatioa to accompany oa 
to Zanzibar in the beginning of September. 

I learnt that no skves were expected for 
thirty or forty days, about which time one or 
two might he looked for at Qiiizungo or one of 
the rivers to the north of Qoiiltmane. On May 
let Lieutenant Troo, commanding the Portu- 
guese brig of war, boarded the Brazilian bark 
Julia, fitted for slaTes, and detained her three 
days, but the GoYemor of Quillimane allowed 
her to go. 

The latter end of August we went across to 
St. Augustine's Bay for bullocks and water, 
and whilst standing along the land observed 
two brigs at anchor in Tallear Bay, and I 
was despatched in the gig to board them. A 
long reef extends from one bay to the other, 
and a high piece of table-land, called West- 
minster HaU, serres as a mark for the pas- 
sage. The first brig I boarded was French, 
named La Jeune, from Bourbon, collecting 
I'orseille, and coming beef; the other was the 
Prince Albert, from Mauritius for I'orseille 
which is a kind of moss, producing a rery 
beautiful sciulet dy^ and is pressed into 
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bales, by means of a large Bcrev, weigliiag 
250 lbs. It u purchased by barter vith pow- 
der, clouty, beads, aud iron pots, the value of 
one dollar and a-half purchasing fifteen dollars* 
worth. 

The breeze having set in strong, I took 
up my quarters for the night on board the 
Prince Albert, and received much civility from 
M. Servaia, the master, and returned in the 
morning with the land breeze. The natives 
crowded round the vessel the moment they 
saw me arrive on board, and thought to ex- 
tort about treble the usual price for their 
rotten old shells, the women taking a most 
prominent part in this traffic, and keeping 
back the good ones in hopes of getting rid 
of their trash. We had brought some of the 
American corvette's powder from QuiUimane 
to purchase bullocks, kc., from twenty to 
twenty-five pounds being the price of a beast 
weighing about 350 pounds, a tumbler full, of 
half-a-dozen fowls. One day, I landed with 
the butcher and cooks, to superintend the 
coming of two oxen, and the native went 
through all kinds of manoeuvres to get beef 
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out of me. Nothing came amiss to them : even 
the entrails and hide about the heela were half 
cooked and deroured with Tonicity, cut up by 
their sharp spears. A more importunate 
set of Bavages cannot be imi^iued ; buttons, 
beads, and fish-hooks are taken as a matter of 
course, without the least appearance of thanks. 
I took a very pretty little child on my knee, 
fondled her and gave her some biscuit and bee^ 
^%er which I found that ehe was constantly 
employed to beg for the others, and not long 
after she left me, she laid her head in a wo- 
man's lap, and in a short time numerous lires 
were lost, and I bad a strange sensation of 
itching all the rest of the day. 

The next day I took the pinnace up to 
Tallear Bay, and established a market on a 
heap of green boughs, purchasing fowH eggs, 
beans, and shells, for powder, clouty, beadst 
and fish-hooks ; and on the 2nd of September, 
I sailed for QuiUimane, where, after a passage 
of four days, we met the Lily, learnt the death 
of the Dnke of Sussex, and the birth of the 
Princess. On the 7th, I left in the pinnace 
for the town, dingy in tow, accompanied by 
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Dentnan; andarriTing at the bar at lo water, 
found it breaking right across, bat not suffi- 
ciently to endanger a Urge boat, so I poshed 
across and unfortunately a breaker filled the 
dingy, and capsized her, so that she acted as 
a drag; but being anxious to tow her into 
smooth -water, I held on rather longer than 
was prudent, and a large sea boiling up put 
ns in some danger, and the men became 
alarmed, so I gare the word " cut," and away 
ve vent Trithout shipping any water, and went 
alongside the Chipoli, where I left Denman 
and four men, who, in the erening, recovered 
the dingy, as she floated down the rirer. 

On arriving at the town, I found Azvedo in 
great trouble. It appears that his father-in- 
law, Moraes, had farmed a large estate, paying 
the rent to the Government ; but as it was en- 
tailed property, and had come to the son-in-law 
of the Governor of Quillimane, he demanded 
the arrears of rent, which were refused, pend- 
ing an appeal to the Supreme Court at Goa, 
against a judgment passed at Quillimane. On 
this, high words ensued, and the Governor 
called out the military, and surrounded the 
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house, planting two pieces of artillery before 
the door, and enforced the payment, taking at 
the same time 170 stand of arms from the 
stores, thus using his power as Governor to 
carry out his private ends. I toot charge of 
papers, detailing the whole affair, for the 
Goremor-General, and returned to the brig, 
where I again experienced the hospitality d 
our kind American frieuda until the 11th, 
when we managed to cross just before it broke; 
I . had now received so many lessons that 
I determined to run' no more risks, particu- 
larly as I had just heard that the poor pilot; 
who first received me at QuilUmane, had, with 
all his boat's crew, been found dead on the 
beach, bis launch having capsized : this man 
had been going in and out in all weathers for 
many years. 
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LiAViso the Lilj off Quillimane, ve started 
for Mozambique, on September 11, and arrived 
ttn the 1 4th. The folioTring morning I accom- 
panied the captain to Tait on his Excellency, 
the Goremor-Q^neral, and arranged that he 
should embark with suite, and Dr. Peters, for 
Zanzibar, on the 18th. In the meantime ire 
had an opportunity of seeing the city and its 
inhabitants. 

The palace -was formerly a Jesuit convent, 
and bears evident traces of the good fathers 
having taken care of themselves; large and 
airy rooms, good kitchens, and gardens, afford- 
ing all the requisites for a comfortable rcsi* 
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deuce. The hospital, a fine building, was 
also a convent, and the -whole place shows 
plainly that, at a former period, its streets 
must have been crowded with merchants and 
the produce of many countries ; now, it is all 
falling into rains, and house after house seems 
to be cmmbling away ; and one cannot help 
feeling how just is the doom of a place whose 
merchants flourished by traffic^g in the fleeh 
of their fellow creatures, who are even now 
considered by them as belonging more to the 
brute than the human species. 

One of the aidesnle-camp gare us a soiree, 
where we met three or four well-dressed ladies: 
they were attended by their alaves, little black 
girls, rigged out with a profusion of orna- 
ments aiid jewellery, without whom they never 
more. We invited them on board the ship 
the next day and they seemed to be much 
pleased. They appear to have no education, 
and speak only an execrable kind of Portu- 
guese picked up from the negresses, who are 
their constant and almost only companions 
until they are married. Their dowry consists 
of houses and slaves, and sometimes an eetAte 
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across the Tater. By law a man cannot hold 
{H-opertj there vithont residing on it, a rega- 
lation which was formerly very strictly carried 
out for the purpose of increasing the white 
population as much as possible. 

The Banyans form a great proportion of 
the inhabitants of Mozambique, in fact they 
are scattered aU over t^e Portuguese posses- 
sions, and are the principal merchants, agents, 
and bankers, in these places. They were for- 
merly driven from their coontry by the Mar- 
hattae, and placed themselves imder the pro- 
tection of the Portuguese flag,^ which then flew 
triumphant in the Indian seas, and removed 
vrith their families and goods to Diu in such 
numbers," that they were obliged to burrow 
and make an immense number of habitations 
under ground. They believe in metempsy- 
chosis, and therefore eat nothing that has life, 

* Tbey were first driven from Cunbaia to Oniamte 
and Mecca, uid from tbenoe cune to Dia and Bamcts, 
ivhere, at the eod of the 17th century, they founded a 
Company 'with very extensive privileges of commerce 
on the East Coast of Africa, and although these oeased 
in the middle of the 18th ceutnty, they still hold the 
e almost exdnuTe^. 
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or kill even nozions animals. The name 
Banian imports, in the Brahmin language, in- 
nocent and harmless — void of all guile. They 
are so gentle that they cannot endure to see 
either a fly or a vorm injured ; and when struck 
they will patiently bear it, without resisting or 
returning the Wow. Their dress consists of a 
long white robe descending to their ankles, a 
large turban arranged in smooth narrow folds. 
Altogether they present a most effeminate 
appearance. In buying and selling, these 
people never use words : one of them looses 
bis girdle and spreads it on his knee, onder 
this the buyer and seller place their hands. 
When the seller takes the buyer's whole hand 
it denotes a thousand, as many times as he 
squeezes it as many thousands; five fingers 
denote fire hundred ; one finger one hundred ; 
h^ a finger, to second joint, fifty; the small 
end of the finger ten. The cant term of 
" Banyan daj" amongst sailors takes its origin- 
from the above, as on this day they have no 
meat. 

On Tuesday, the 19th of September, we 
sailed for Zanzibar, and arrived on the 25th. 
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The passage to the anchors^ is intricate, but 
the Tatar is dear and frith a leading vind 
the shoals lu^ easily avoided. We anchored 
abont a third of a mile off the town, and 
saluted the red flag of the Imaun of Muscat, 
which was returned by the King of the Seas, 
a large sixty-gun frigate, whose moorings hare 
not beeu lifted for eleven years. Our Consul, 
Captain Hammerton, came off immediately, 
and wrote to His Highness to know when it 
would be conTenient for him to receive the 
GoTernor-General. The answer was, that he 
would be ready about three or four hours after 
sunrise the next morning, their time being 
always reckoned in that way. 

General Lima left the ship under a salute, and 
we all accompanied him in full tog, and were 
received at the palace by the Imaun's sons and 
friends, each giving ua a shake by the hand as 
they passed ns along the line, like firebuckets. 
to His Highness, who conducted us in person to 
the audience-chamber, a loug bam of a place 
with a marble floor, and walls that had been 
whitewashed once, but were now variegated with 
cobwebs and dust. Chairs were placod all 
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round tliis princely apartio^t, and ve were 
seated in rovs like stuck pigs> and the coun- 
cillors, reUtioDS, and faromitea) kicked off 
their aandaU and filled the vacant seats. 

The conversation was carried on throng 
Captain Hammerton and an interpreter, and 
consisted of rerj anxious inquiries after each 
other's healths, and assurances on the part of 
His Highness that the island -was the Goremor- 
Ctenertd's during his staj, and that every thing 
ve required should be sent off. The Captain 
said that we merely wanted a few bullock^ 
and ax were sent off the following morning 
On taking our leave we were invited to dine 
with His Highness at three the next day. 

Never was a man so faUely represented or 
ao little understood as Uiis petty Prince. Id 
England we hear of his munificence, his power, 
his men-Kif-war, his presents of line of battle 
ships, and fancy him a great potentate, 
whereas he is merely i^iheld in hia sha- 
dow of authority by the countenance of the 
{IngUsh. His ships are diBmautled and rotr 
ting at their anchors; sailors he has none. 
His paUce (so called) is a ramahacitle old 
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building a part of which fell in some time 
once and killed tvo of his ^tos, so that he 
haa only seTenty-three left. A Banyan fenns 
the coBtoms-revenue, and his whole income 
from all his poaseaaions is not more than 
f 100,000 per annum. 

The following day we were punctual to the 
dinner hour, and found the table groaning 
under the substantial things of this world., A 
goat roasted whole, and a hind quarter of 
beef, were the top and bottom diahea, and 
mountainous pillaus, with sweetmeats of many 
sorts surrounding their bases, lefb rery little 
room for the glasses, &c. Decanters were scat- 
tered about with sherbet, tasting strongly of 
rosewater. The Imaun was seated near the 
table, and his principal officers and attendants 
waited on us, many of them speaking Enghsh : 
they nerer eat with Christians ; and their Sama- 
aan baring just commenced, it must hare been 
not a little tantalizing for them to look on. 
The Ramazan lasts for thirty days, during which 
tune nothing passes their lips between sunrise 
and sunset, not eren a drop of water ; but they 
inake up for U»t tune in the ni^t, haTing two 
e2 
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meals, the second at three o'clock, vhen a gun 
fires to annoimce to all true Belierers that it is 
time to lay in a stock for the day. 

The trade 13 carried on by vessels with one 
immense sail ; they are commonly known by th& 
name of Dottb, but, properly c^ed, BuDgalowe. 
Some of these coast along and go into every nook 
andcorner on thecoastofAfrica, collecting ivory, 
gam, copal, and slaves ; the trade in the latter 
is very brisk, and these boats will carry from 
three to four hundred. As we were standing in 
to the anchorage, there were one ahead and one 
astern of us fiill of them. There is a regular 
slave-market, and the purchasers pay a dollar 
a-head duty to the collector of customs. They 
appear happy and contented, and their condi- 
tion appears to be much better than in their 
own country. They have two days in the week 
to themselves, and not much to do on the other 
days, and in their present degraded stat^ 
"nothing to do and bask in the sun" is nigger's 
paradise. 

' During the north-east monsoon, hundreds of 
these bungalows come from the Red Sea and 
Persian Qnl^ bringing carpets, rugs, coffee, and 
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■the produce of all the places in these seas. 
Thej have nothing but a compass, and but 
Tery few of them have any idea of taking 
observations, makiog sure of a fair wind and 
coasting it along. Should they meet with a 
fool wind, they smoke their pipes and tmst in 
God to take them somewhere; and many find 
themselYes in the bottom of the Red, or adja* 
cent seas, witli valuable cargoes of ivory, and 
gum-copaL We found two American and one^ 
£nglish house established at Zanzibar; of the 
two former, one is the Consul's, named Waters; 
the other is that of a Mr. Webb, formerly master 
of a merchant-vessel. From the latter I got spe- 
dmens of the gum-copal which is found on the 
coast of Africa and Zanzibar, in districts void 
of trees. It must bo formed very quickly, as I 
have a lamp in which may bo seen waspt^ 
cockroaches, and various kinds of insects. 

Captain Hammerton complained that he had 
no flag-staff, so I was sent on shore and rigged 
one on the top of his house, and had the 
honour of hoisting the En^sh flag for the 
first time. The Imaun frigate saluted it with 
twenty-one guns, and it caused much jealousy 
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amODgBt those who had, antil lately, the mono- 
poly of trade, and have now a presentiment 
that John Bull haring now got his foot in, will 
soon squeeze in Mb whole bodj. 

When Captain Hammerton first arriTed, an 
Englishman conld not walk the streets without 
l«ing insulted, and one of the chief men Laving 
-done something very glaring, he insisted that 
the Imaun should hare him pubhcly 6o^ed, 
%hich of course caused a great sensation, and 
£is Highness offered him the lirra of three 
^Tes instead, but in the end complied with 
the CNriginal demand, and had the ofiender weH 
■paid off in the market-place. Since then die 
^ns of burnt fathers dare no longer laugh tA 
an Englishman's beard. 

- A short time previous to our arrival a 
JHnch brig-of-war had been there from Bour- 
bon, and made a treaty with the Imaun, 
which ^ows the French to hire as labourers 
-the subjects of His Highness : there is also a 
idause permitting slaves to be hired, provided 
the price of their freedom is paid, and that 
they are willing to go for a certain number of 
years; {ind if the stipulations which are to be 
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entered into by both parties are strictly acted 
up to, the condition of Darky will be conaider- 
sUy improred, as he may er^itually return to 
bis own country with a sum of money and a 
trade, and perhaps this may be one of the best 
means of omnmeQcing cinlization in Africa — - 
withont which the slave trade never can be put 
down, with ^ Englanffs sacrifice of life and 
toeasnre. 

The town of Zansibar is an intricate kind 
of labyrinth, the streets so narrow that two 
can Bcarcely walk abreast, and so short and 
winding iJiaC, without a guide, the only chance 
of getting out of them is making direct for 
the beach, al^og whidi they are beginning to 
Ifflild large stone houses; and in a few years 
the increase of trade in European and Ameri- 
can hands will make a vast improvement. But 
the government is so despotic, that the lower 
(Hd«« must necessarily remain in a most de- 
graded state. When . -die Imaun gives an 
entertainment, he sends hia servants to the 
market-place, and these take whatever they 
want for the service of His Highness, without 
die least payment, whatever be the circam- 
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stances of the persons thej rob. The Banyans 
dme a regular trade in shells and mats, ask- 
ing strangers doable and treble their value; 
but there is a great varietj. On the 30th ve 
leCb the anchorage, and worked to the south- 
irard between the isle and the main, seeing the 
English ensign long after the other flags had 
become inrisihle. May our clever and jolly Con- 
sul live to make it respected for many years, and 
^Te our merchants reason to biesa the day when 
he erected the "Father of Plagstaffs." 

On the 6th of October we made Comoro, 
and were detained off it for several days by 
light winds, calms, and currents, and did not 
arrive at Johanna until the 13th. Comoro, 
though nominally under the authority of the 
King of Johanna, is divided amongst a number 
of petty chiefs, who live independently of each 
other, who are constantly fightin^^ and who 
pay no revenue. They have a great number 
of cattle, which they send in droves to 
Johanna, where, from the frequent visits of 
ships, they meet with a good market. 

Johanna is a most pictm-esque and beautifol 
island, covered with cocoa-nut, bananas, date, 
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and a great variety of the palm-tree, on the 
sides and tops of moontiuQB, risiiig one be- 
hind the other in constant succession, until 
the highest peak reaches the height of 5,900 
feet. The water is deep within a quarter of 
a mile of the beach, and &om the ship it ap- 
pears quite dose before the anchor is let go, 
when the canoes, snpported by an outrigger 
on each side, crowd round with the produce 
of the island, consisting of pine-apple^ 
bananas, plantains, cocoa-nuts, sweet potatoes 
and arrowroot. Two of the King's principal 
ofBcers came off to wait on the Captain, 
dressed in a profusion of gold-lace and vests 
of gay colours; they wore also handsomely 
mounted swords, and seemed to be on excel- 
lent terms with themselves. 

The King complained to the Captain and 
Governor-General, when they waited on His 
Majesty, that Said Hamza, one of the minis- 
ters of late King Alloy, had purchased a 
barque at the Mauritius, and called at Bour- 
bon to endeavour to get the Governor to 
assist him in getting possession of the throne, 
promising, that if he succeeded he would allow 
S3 
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the FMnch to establish themselTes at Johanna, 
MohiUa, and Comoro; and the following sen- 
tence Tras found in the doTemor of Bourbon's 
letter to the King: "I hare been perfectly 
satisfied with the wisdom of the words of yonr 
envoy, and with the way in which he has 
defended your interests in the face of the r&- 
damations of your competitor, Said Hamza." 
On this was founded a chai^ of high treason, 
and the Captain offered to assist the Sultan 
in carrying the law into execution. Conse- 
quently, I was sent the next morning to take 
possession of the barque Vrai Fran9ais, and seize 
her papers; after which I accompanied ike 
Captain and GoTemor-General on shore : and 
af))er a palaver in a private room, (the en- 
trance to which was so narrow that we were 
obliged to work in edgeways), the three judges 
rwere sent for, and a court assembled in the 
audience-chamber, round which the accusers, 
.accnsad, judges and friends,' sat indiscrimi- 
nately, the King being on a sofa between the 
(Governor-General and Captain, with an inter- 
.preter before them. 
. The first part of the business was to make tiui 
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accused prisoner, a proceeding the; did not at 
all understand, allowing tim to retain his sword, 
nntil it wae pointed out by tte Captain, and he 
Tas then marched off between two constables 
in white shifts, and wands of tiie same colour in 
their hands. In abont a quarter of an liour 
the court was opened and the prisoner bronght 
forward. He was decidedly the most intel- 
ligent-looking man of the whole, and his fine 
handsome countenance, and long gray beaid. 
gave him quite a Tenerable appearance, as he 
took his seat on a et^a next to the judges. 
The eridaice j^inst Mm was given by two 
young Arabs, who had been present when he 
spoke to the Governor of Bourbon, and swore 
that he had asked for soldiers to place him on 
the throne, &c. On being called upon for 
his defence, he commenced, in very good 
EngHsh, a long account of his two years' reai- 
dwice, and of his going to Bourbon for papers 
for Ms ve^d, when the Gloremor proposed 
to Mm to take possession of the throne. 
But he was cut short in the middle of his 
yam, found guilty, and Ms property confis- 
cated; and the court broke up. . After wMch 
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the King valked arm in arm vith the Captain 
dovn to the beach, folloved by a nnmeroua 
train, amongst whom 'was Said Ham2a as 
cool as if nothing had happened. I was then 
sent to delirer up the barque and_ her papers 
to an officer sent by the King. 

That same eToning we sailed for Mayotta, 
leaying Dr. Peters to prosecute his researchea 
at Johanna; and on the l7th ran through 
the Bandeli passage, which is about three- 
quarters of a mile bnmd, between reefs under 
water, which can be seen perfectly well from 
the clearness of the water; and an excellent 
mark put up by the French takes you in 
easily enough; and, when once inside, it is 
the most perfect hiu'boar that can be imagined, 
quite land-locked, and protected by reefe &om 
all winds. I was sent to wait on Oaptiuu 
jPasBo, the Governor, whom I found in a snudl 
building between a but and a cottage, but 
Tery tastefully fitted up. The Frendi had 
been settled there four years, for the purpose 
of recruiting inralids &om Nos Beh, where 
the mortality is ten per cent, per annum ; but 
they find Mayotta rery anhealthj, and during 
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the rainy moatlia, Janiuuy, February, and 
March, the people are all sickly, and the rain 
never ceasea for a single day. They have as 
yet no fortifications, but about eighty soldiers. 
The natires are a mixture of Arabs, Johan' 
nese, and Sacalavas from Madagascar — the 
latter haying been brought oyer by different 
cbiefs from Bembatooka, vho hare at differ' 
ent times been driren from their own country, 
and taken possession of Mayotta, until ob* 
liged to leare by a snperior force. Raminitoe 
and Ransouli were the last two adyenturera : 
the former we expelled from MohiUa in 
IS30, in the Jaseur, and the latter gaye up 
tite island to the French, claiming it by right 
oi conqnest; but the Johanna Sultan still 
asserts his right to it The Goyemor told 
me that, when the French first arrived, there 
iras not a bullock nor fowl on the island, and 
that ihey had burnt each other's crops in al{ 
directions. Not they appear to be improv- 
ing, and to be surrounded with stock; but 
the watering-place for ships is in a stream 
among mud and mangrove bushes, the certain 
prognostics of fever and disease. 
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On the IdthVe sailed, and passed just m^ 
side the p&ssage a French store-flhip and 
eorrette going in, the former for the soUicaB 
and sick. On the 21at we again anchored at 
Johanna, and I "was sent to the King irith a 
document signed by the GrOTemor-General 
and Captain, certifying that the trial of Baid 
Hamza had been fairly condncted in tltdr 
presence. I also got from tlie King a state- 
ment, in Arabic, of the pr(^>osition of .the 
GoTMHor of Bonrbon, irhich was, to allow him 
to establish an hospital at Johanna for the 
sick fiom Nos Beh a^ Hayotta, and to keep 
soldiers there to gaaxd them. For this the 
Ooremor would pay a stiptdated earn, and 
perhaps assist him in getting possession r£ 
Mohilla and Comoro. The King's answer 
was, that he conld not comply with thdr re- 
qoest to allow them to establi^ an ho^ital, 
bat that he would always afford erery &cility 
diould a ship wish to land any sick. 

The Johannese, in general, seem to htdd Uie 
French in great dread, and to place great depen- 
dence on the En^i^; bat they are sadi con- 
summate hypocrites, and so accustomed to the 
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jiBe of "soft soap" from their infancy, that 
ihere is no belieTing them — their vhole aim 
is to make money bj getting to the bhnd side 
of strangers. They are hospitable, howerer, 
in their own honBes; and Dr. Peters eiperi- 
enced mach kindness, living at his Majesty's, 
and making excuraions all over the island, 
vhich he describes as most beaatifal and in- 
teresting. He astonished the natives not a 
little by walking for fourteen successiTe hours 
.to and irom a lake in the interior, -which he 
foxind corered with ducks; and the sorroimd- 
ing trees swarmed with birds of most magni- 
ficent plomage. This place is held sacred, 
and nothing allowed to be ~ killed there; 
pilgrimages are made to it, and it is coofi- 
dered three days' journey from Dermonic, the 
town; and there are Tillages at the distance 
from each other of two hours' walk, the 
inhabitants of which are very ciTil. 

The Johannese are nearly Arab, and follow 
Btrictiy the forms of the Mahometan relij^on. 
The Ramazan is kept by them ; and on one 
Dooasion, on going into the King's house, he 
■was at his devotions, which he performed with 



..y Google 



88 JOHAinTESB WOICSH. 

great actiTity. He had just finished his ablu- 
tions, and appeared in the audience-chamber 
in a long chemise reaching to the ground, 
jumped on a Bofa, held his hands np, and 
prostrated himself over and over again. After 
this, the sun having dipped, he commenced 
eating betel-nut with great avidity. 

Their women are carefully shut up from the 
eyes of strangers; but the curiosity of the 
fair sex will not be baulked here more than in 
any other part of the globe, and various are 
their manoeuvres to see a white man. The 
Doctor was frequently invited to enter a house, 
and found himself placed in a strong light, 
whilst tittering and laughing in an adjoining 
dark apartment shewed that there were more 
eyes than one on him, and presents of neck- 
laces made of sweet-smelling flowers were sent 
out to him. The interpreter told him also, 
that the ladies had taken a great fancy to 
him — " he had such a nice long nose." 

The King was anxious to have a prescription 
for the Queen, whose complaint he desmbed to 
the Doctor, who said that it was necessary 
for him to see her. He vas accordingly 
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ushered into the room, and found her dressed 
in a profusion of gaj omamentB, such as 
bangles, rings, ear-rings, &c. Her face vaa 
closely roiled, but she managed totj dexterr 
ooslj to show it for an instant, and then leant 
on the King's shoulder; — this one, I believe 
is the favourite of the four. On taking mj 
leaTe, Hia Majesty presented me with a spice 
necklace, as a small mark of his Mendahip, 
and said that he hoped soon to see me in 
command of a ship. That evening vre sailed 
for Mozambique, and arrired on the 26th of 
October, and landed the Governor-General, 
vhose departure we aH much regretted, for 
his habitual good humour and amusing anec- 
dote passed a'way many an hour pleasantly, 
vhich Tvould have been otherwise cheerless and 
dreary. The next day we sailed for Majung^ 
where it was alleged, in a letter from the 
Comoro Islands, that the English flag had 
been insulted. 

On October 30th we anchored off the town 
of Majunga, in Bembatooka Bay, and I was 
sent to the Governor to demand an explana- 
tion of the alleged insult. On landing, I 
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met an American named Marks, "vlio bad 
resided there for many years, eollectiiig hides 
and tallow, and I learnt from him the follow- 
ing information : In the beginning of the yrar 
a Monsienr Booifait had Bailed from the Man- 
ritioB in the English barqne Sampson, with a 
general cargo for the east coast of Africa, and 
west coast of Madagascar; at Majmiga he 
foimd a Portngaese named Renand Leseppe^ 
speaking the Malagaihe langnage, apparently a 
likely agent to make a good profit on the mer- 
chandize. Oonseqoently goods to the valne of 
9000 dollars were intmsted to him; and in 
July the Tessel came back for a return, and 
conmienoed shipping rice, ebony, hides, t^ow, 
and bees'-waz, when, idl at once, the simply 
was stopped, and M. Bonifeit was indnoed 
to disembark a quantity of goods whidi 
the OTas promised to pay for in Spanish d<^ 
lars, as they wimted to send some doth to 
TeneneriTO the capital; but no sooner wct* 
they in possesion of the merchandize than 
they declared that it was not even enough to 
pay for what had been embarked — that Renaad 
had paid for nothing, nor did they recognize 
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him in the transaction. This led to an angry 
discossion: the workmen Btrack,leaTingBandry 
casks of salt beef on tho bea<&; the captain 
uid sapercargo were made prisoners, and the 
soldiers sent off to take out that part of the 
cargo -ffbich they say was not paid for. Boni- 
fiut managed in the mean time to get to Nos 
Beh in a canoe, and the French GoTcmor 
fiaid, that if the lires of British sobjects vere 
in danger, he would send a man-of-war ; if not, 
he could not interfere. 

HaTing learnt this much I worked my way 
«p the hill leading to the fort, the gate of 
which was guarded by two Ora sentries, who 
blocked the entrance by crossing their mus- 
kets, holding their spears in their other hand. 
An officer from the GJoTemor passed me 
through this as well as two other gates 
guarded in the same manner, and 1 was re- 
eeived by his Excellency at the door of his 
bouse, with & guard of sixty soldiers, and a 
roll on the drums. He was dressed in a blue 
surtout, unwhisperables to match, and a yel- 
low waistcoat, and afier I had explained the 
cause of our visit, through an interpreter, he 
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assured me that far from wishing to insult the 
English flag, he had been most anxious to set 
things to rights, but that the ship had sailed 
suddenly and would not return, although he 
kept dipping and hoisting his fiag to her as a 
signal, until she disappeared, and placed the 
goods left behind in a store under lock and 
key. 

I told him that the Captain woald wait 
upon him if he would return his visit, but he 
said he nev^r went on board, " makee the too 
much sick in de head," I asked him what 
number of guns he would like to be saluted 
^th, and he preferred seven to nine, as it 
would be less expense in returning it. He then 
offered us a bullock in the Queen's name, and 
had tumblers and liqueurs put on the table. 

Civilization has made great strides amongst 
the OvBs, and under a good government much 
might be done for them, for even now the 
good efiects of Hadama's short reign are not 
jet extinguished, notwithstanding the savage 
bigotry of the present Queen. A few of them 
write a good hand taught them by the mis- . 
sionaricB, and form altogether a great conti%st 



)j,:», -.Google 



THE OOTBRNOB 8 STAFF. 93 

to the St. Augustine's Bay people, who are 
perfect savages. 

■ The oflScers in attendance on the Govenior 
were drrased in most indescribable uniforms : 
generals, aides-de-camp, militiamen, and all 
kinds of corps had contributed something to 
e&ch, and some of them wonld make famous 
figures for a Cruikshank, looking so awkwardly 
stiff that it was quite laughable to look at 
them, the perspiration pouring off them in 
streams. On leaving the Fort, I was accosted 
by the Colonel, who had been a boy on board 
the Jaseur with me ; he seemed quite delighted 
at meeting his old shipmate,' and took me by 
the hand, saying "What! see him again! eh! 
after long time, him too glad!'' I took him 
on board, gave him some clothes, and to shew 
his gratitude he cheated me as much as he 
could in the purchase of bullocks, for which I 
paid eleven dollars each. The getting these 
beasts into the boats was the most laughable 
'and exciting sight I have seen for a long time. 
In a yard, the entrance to which was a pas- 
sage through a house, were about forty oxen, 
firom which we were to take our choice. A 
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Black placing a rope over the horns of the 
one I pointed out, this is led through the 
paas^e, and about fourteen clapped on out- 
side, dr^ Mm out ; the moment he gets 
through he gives a snort, and rushes furiously 
at those nearest to him; but the rope being 
well manned it is graduallj shortened in and 
a turn taken round the stem of an old Dot. 
This process infuriates the savage animal, 
which pairs the ground, snuffs the air, and 
seems extremely anxious to make his horns 
better acquainted with his enemies, at whom 
he at last makes a rush, is brought up all 
standing, and falls on his beam eada, when 
he is overpowered by numbers, lashed, and 
bundled into the boat; now and then th^ 
break adrift and give us a regular hunt, whidi 
causes much fim. 

The town of Bembatooka is well up tha 
bay, and not frequented by ships, but stock 
of different kinds comes down in boats. As 
well as Majunga, it was under the dominioQ of 
the Sacalavaa, until about twenty years a^ 
when Adriantsolo or KansouU was dhrrai out 
by Bamiiiito<v the brother of Radama, who 
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vas in his turn obliged to fly to sare his oira 
bead; for it is no joke offending the higher 
povera in this island, who meielj give the 
cation of "poison or decapitation," and the 
seDtenceB are executed vith most barbarous 
croeltj, and are of a nature too sickening to 
relate. 

Ohrifltianity is forludden under pain of 
death, al&ough in Kadama's time it had 
made considerable progress. Not a month 
be&re ve arriTed at this place, the brother of 
the secretarj of the Governor was killed, cut 
up in pieces, and distributed to the surround- 
ing houses as a Taming, for baring been 
found exercising some of the forms of Chris- 
ti^tj. Their religion seems to be a mixture 
of barbarous superstitions, aa they Trorahip 
the bones of the dead, and place imphcit re- 
liance in charms. One of their most horrid 
codums is the trial bj poison. If a person is 
suspected of harbouring any design against 
(he Qu6en, or if a man suspecta his wife, they 
admioister a poison on a bit of foTl's-skin, 
and watch its operation. If the person is 
innoceat they suppose that the skin will b« 
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should it prove fatal, it is taken aa a sure sign 
of guilt About a jear or more aince, the Queen 
sent to Port Dauphin for some singing girls, 
vho had alt to undergo this fier;^ ordeal, and 
one poor girl remained in a most dreadful 
state for a long time, and vas left on the 
beach to die, her mother watching her from as 
near a spot as she dared; and at last the poor 
creature got rid of the fowl'a-skin and begged 
■ her mother to run to the GoTemor, to say she 
was innocent, who immediately sent down sol- 
diers to beat out her brains on the spot, as it 
had remained down so long. 

From Majunga we went to Nos Beh, an 
island near the north-west end of Madi^ascar, 
where the French have made a kind of settle- 
ment. On anchoring, I was sent to wait on the 
GoTemor, and found him living in a kind of 
cock-loft, not half as roomy as the generaUty 
of signal stations, his bed-room, eating-room, 
and sitting-room being aU in one over a dirty 
little place full of muskets and cooking uten- 
sils. His name is Morell, a captain of artillery: 
he was rery polite, and after a long chat I 
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took iQj leare, saying tiiat the Captain voold 
be glad to salate the French fli^ if it could 
be retumed from the shore, which was done 
from two field pieces. They seem to have made 
but htUe progress in their establishment in 
the fonp years they have been there. No gona 
are mounted, no stone houses hnilt, and the 
hospitals, which were built on a hill on high 
piles, proTed so unhealthy that they hare been 
removed, and the soldiers, who are not abore 
thirty in number, live on board the IJeone, a 
small corrette fitted for the purpose. There 
is a snmll mountain opposite the Goremor's, 
named the " Devil's Mountain," fr(wn the dr- 
enmstance of every soul having died who was 
employed to bring stones from it for building 
a small jetty, and it is to be feared that the 
climate will prevent any European Power from 
making use of one of the most beautiful har- 
bours in the world. 

Deep in the bay is the Arab village, where 
stock of all descriptions can be obtained at a 
very cheap rate. I went there to look for 
an agent of the barqne Sampson, and found 
a M. Honclar, a native of Bourbon, left by 
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Bonifait to dispose C^ a qoantitj of mercliaii- 
dize. From Mm I leamt sufficient of the 
Majonga affair to induce me to take him un 
board to the Ci^tain, as well as a Partagneae 
of the name of Camache, ^oca vhom Renand 
had stolen 3,000 dollars in the ft^oving w&j : 
At Mozambique- Seohor Camache had met 
Renaud, vho being a plausible kind of bird, 
induced him to adrimce 1,200 dollars, for 
which he was to receire ten pet cent, in a few 
months at Bembatooka. On aniring there 
he found no ^ects, and was induced bj a 
plaosible excuse not onlj to allow his goods 
to be ^epi, but to paj a further adrsnce c^ 
940 dollars on a bill of Renaad's, whom be 
»eoofflpanied to Nouasourangue, from whence 
he was to cross the Island of Madagascar to 
Antongil Bay, where Renaml represented 
tiiat he bad a large establishment On the 
road he fell sick, and intrustii^ the rematMder 
ef his goods, making the whde amooi^ ad- 
Tanced 3,000 dollars, he fooiid that he had 
been humbu^ed and robbed, that titere waa 
BO establiahme^ and that his &iefid had left 
him ia the lordh, after attemptisg to ptBBOB 
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bim ; for all the fovla in the hut died after 
taking what he threw on the ground, from ita 
sospicious appearance. Foe three years after 
this M. Oamache heard nothing of his com- 
panion, when, oo the arrival of the Sampson 
at KoB B^ he learnt that he was at Noas- 
loorangne, and inunediately Tolunteered hia 
services as pilot to that place, where they had 
a most affectionate interview, Renaud falling 
(H) his knees, and calling himself a poor 
wretch, swearing that he would pay him the half 
of his profits on Bonifait's afiiurs. After thia 
tbey ctHumenced shipping rice, ebony, taUov, 
a^ bees'-waz ; and when a certain quantity 
was on board, they foand that the Bembatooka 
&rce had been acted over again, and that M. 
Renaud had paid for nothing, and M. Booi- 
fiut getting warm on the subject, the GK>vemor 
threw a bottle at hie head, and made him and 
his cf^tain prisoners, sending soldiers off to 
take out the ebony and bees'-wax. With this 
information we sailed for Ra&la Bay, at the 
enta-ance of which is Xoussourangue, an Ova 
ftnt. We took with us both Mcmckr and 
Oamadie to identify tJw vilkin, and anidiored 
■ p 2 
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off the tovn the folloTing day abont three 
miles from the ahore, and I vas sent to wait 
npon the GoYcmor, awMmpanied by Denman 
and Lehenson. He lires in the fort about 
three miles from the landing-place, the first 
half OTer a most beautiful plain coTered vith 
Terdnre and green shrubs, the other up as 
steep a hill as a fat man could wish to meet 
in a tropical climate. On my way 'up I met 
a Portuguese, whom I recognized as a Quilli- 
mane acqiiaintance, and found that it was the 
man I was in quest of. He had been branded 
in the forehead by the captain of a merchant- 
Tessel with a "V" for "Voleur" for one of his 
tricks, and he had a hang-dog appearance, 
■ sufficient, one would imagine, to put 'anybody 
-on his guard. 

On arriving at the fort we were received by 
the Governor, dressed in surtout-coat and 
epaulets, and a gold-lace cocked-hat, a lai^ 
guard presenting arms and three drums kick- 
ing up a most horrible din. He seemed in a 
great fright abont the Sampson affair, and 
most anxious to prove that the fault was not 
on his side, and I recommended him to send 
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off Reoaad to explain matters, but it was not 
QDtil the next day tiiat I got him on board, 
and the captain detained him aa prisoner and 
went on shore. The GoTcmor sent a litter for 
him, but he preferred w^ing; however, they 
would insist on his being carried into the forf^ 
and his weight made them grunt not a liltle; 
His sable Excellency abused Renaud for all the 
misunderstandings, and declared that he had 
cheated them as well aa every body else. 

After this we returned to Nos Beh, and, on 
the passage, the Captain said it was necessary 
for Monchtr and Camadie to go with us to Mo- 
zambique to bring charges against Renaud, on 
which a violent dispute arose between them, 
each declaring he would not go, so we hauled 
our wind and threatened to take them both, 
when the French put on a savage countenance, 
walked up to the Portuguese, and pronounced 
" Un coup de pistolet finera tout cela," and 
Camache immediately came to terms and con- 
sented to go, so we landed. Monclar and I 
accompanied him to the Arab village, where I 
bought three bullocks, a cow and a cal^ and 
three calves for thirty dollars, and a great 
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deal of rice, at the rate of 125 lbs. for one 
dollar. During the Lairrat in April and May 
Bome hundreds of Dows fiock to Nos Beh from 
Zanzibar and other places for rice, and they 
say that 300 or more Teasels of 300 tons each 
might load every year, paying only one dollar 
for 230 lbs. 

The whole country haa been rery thickly 
Wooded, but the Sacalaras have been clearing 
and burning in all directions, and the sides of 
the mountains are pbmted with rice, which is 
of two kinds, one growing in the high lands, 
ihe other in low marshy ground, one crop 
being ripe before the other. 
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'8XCCBSI0N m Mi.CHILA8.— FRUm OF HDZUfBIQUB.— 

HSRCINTILB COMHODFTIKS. BENBOR CARDOZA AND 

HIS FAMILY. — nANOINO AHD eDfOlNO.— HBAKD BI7KT. 
— BLATBBS IN SIOBT. — TWO BOARDED. — ^FRBNCB 
BABQUB OBASSD, — PROGBESSO AND DKFRKHIVO COK. 

DBMNBD. FRINCB ORKEN. — SAID BAHZA. — HOBS 

FECVLATION- THE BITTERN, AN ALARM.— OI7B SHIP 

STRI70E. — HXB FOSITIOET. — KNDEATQUBS TO OKI HER 

OFF. UCRDEROUS ATTACK OP TBK NATtVES. ITS 

CAirsB AND FATAL RESULT.— ESC APB OF THE NATITBB. 
-HBLATES FOB BALM. 

On the ISth NoTember we again anchored 
at Hozambiqne and landed our priBoner, who 
was 6ent by the G^OTemo^ to the fort, with 
the intention of making him a eoldier, and 
sending him to Senna or Tete. The Captain 
accepted an invitation to Bccompany the 
General to Cabaceira, where hia country-house 
Ib. I accompanied them, and ire were receiyed 
and entertained on the opposite side by Senhor 
Oardoza, a colonred man and collector of cns- 
toms, and the following day made an exonrfiion 
into the coimtry in machilas, each having four 
bearers, fine, sleek, symmetrical-looking fellows. 
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Thej generally go on at a round trot, some- 
timea singiag in tlieir peculiar style, jumbling 
apparently a vast number of words together 
and then ^ving a howl or grunt These con- 
veyances are remarkably easy, and you may 
either recUne at full length or sit up shaded 
by a broad awning with side stops to trim it. 
Still the idea of being carried by slaves doing 
the work of beasta of burden destroys all 
pleasure : they, however, seem happy enongh 
and to do it willingly, particularly as they 
know English officers always pay them well, 
which is quite contrary to the rules and customs 
of the Fortngnese, who would persuade one that 
they do not know the difTerence between a 
dollar and a penny, and that fifty pounds more 
or less on their shoulders make very little differ- 
ence, — but poor darky knows when he is the 
right side of the hedge as well as pale-fiice. 

We went through several fine estates, 
covered with mango and cashew trees, the 
former so loaded with fruit that the branches 
in some places were broken down with the 
weight. The latter is a curions-looking 
fruit, a large nut in the shape of an ear 
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forming firet, and on the end of t^ a lai;gc 
reddish pulpy fruit, which is refreshing bat 
very astringent in ffavonr. From it is distilled 
a very strong spirit which the Blacks are Tery 
fond of, and their leisure time is employed in 
getting drunk on this execrable stuff, which ia 
quite maddening. I tasted it from the still, 
and could not get the disgusting flavour out of 
my mouth for hours. The nut is full of essen- 
tial oil, and the least touch excoriates the skin; 
but when routed in the a^hea it is most 
delicious, all the oil evaporating. Two or 
three Portuguese gentlemen are cultivating 
their property to a great extent, and have 
already done quite enough to shew that any- 
thing will come forvard, and that the only 
thing that ia wanted is a market for the com- 
modities. 

A company has been formed at Lisbon to 
carry on the trade on the east coast of Africa, 
and they have already a capital of one million; 
but as yet they have not been able to acquire 
the requisite privileges from their Government. 
They want to have the power of buying sixty 
vessels and not to be restricted to Portuguese 
r 3 



..y Google 



106 UBBCAimLS COMUODITIEB. 

bottomB, and to be able to nominate and pay 
their ovn Governora. This indeed would be a 
blow to the EilaTe trade, as it would open new 
sources of commerce, and produce new in- 
terests; and the poor wretches who are now 
driren from the interior like herds of cattle 
would be employed carrying gum-copal, iTory, 
gold dust, and various other articles with 
which Africa abonnds. Dming the floods oc- 
casioned hj the rainy season coab might be got 
from Tete in any quantity, and the mighty 
power of steam be employed in sowing tiie 
seeds of ciyilization, which can never be done 
whilst the merchants, agents, and their Gover- 
nors End it, or think it, their interest to keep 
the Blacks in such a degraded and ignorant 
state, that they look upon slavery as a blessing, 
and voluntarily sell themselv^ and families 
for three pieces of cloth. 

The cofee-trees were in full blossom, and 
scented the whole country. They were without 
leaves, and the flowers either white or pink. 
The berry has a strong aromatic flavour, and 
is preferred by many to the Mocha coffee, 
although few like it at first. Many fine es- 
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tatea are in nuns, tte houBes graduidJj cromb- 
Kng ayr&j ; and a few wretched hnts -with their 
sable inhabitants idly baeking in the sun, or 
preparing their scanty fare, are the only re- 
maining 8^8 of That the place once was, &e 
orange, citron and lemon-trees, and pine-apples 
growing amongst weeds and fallen branches. 
On the road, we espied a snake in the act of 
killing a lizard, which it had seiwd by the 
back of the neck ; and m it was twining itself 
round the body, the General gave him a crack 
with his stick, and I finished his business by 
palling him out of a hole by his tail, and break- 
ing his back. I then hung him on a stick and 
carried him to Dr. Peters to put into spirits. 

We dined at Senhor Cardoza's. His wife 
and daughter sat down with ns, the latter a fat, 
round-faced, bright-eyed, good-natured, dumpy 
little body, as black as the ace of spades. Her 
name was Minina Domingo, and I talked 
away with her in bad Portuguese, and we 
soon got good Iriends; and in the erening 
hearing a great clapping of hands and singing 
outside, I went out and joined a dance with 
an the female part of our company, and about 
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tventj.negresses, and soon made such a row 
in the kitohen vith a hand-organ and singing, 
that uearlj all the Tisitors came out and en- 
joyed the fun very much. After this we played 
"old bachelor," and I persuaded them to sing, 
the burden of the chorus being "Ita bona In- 
glezes," soft soap having found ita way to 
Mozambique as well as Sam Slick's docks, one 
of which may be seen in erery boose, with a 
fine drawing underneath, representing a famt- 
house with a tree growing out of the top of 
it, the house Btanding on the heads of a very 
stiff lady and gentleman. On the following 
day we went on board to divine service, and 
the tide being out, we had to walk over 
about two miles of a sandy flat, the captain 
taking off hia shoes and stockings, and shew- 
ing the example, in preference to being carried 
in a maclula. However, we found it no joke 
in a broihng sun. 

The Governor-General invited us all to a 
grand hunt on the Tuesday following, and 
sent out to the adjacent free tribes, to sur- 
round a place well known as abounding in 
game, with nets. On the appointed day, we 
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left earlj for an estate belonging to a Moor, 
visiting the port of Gondiicia on the way, and 
at about ten sat down to a sumptnouB bre^-* 
fast, and the chiefs of the different tribes 
came to paj their respects to the Governor. 
We were all on the tiptoe of expectation, anti- 
cipating fine sport, but vere much disappointed 
at finding it a very tame affair; for instead of 
sallying with dogs and guns, and knocking 
over the game as it passed us, we were ex- 
pected to sit still in the house, whilst the 
blacks ensnared a few unfortunate gazelles 
and partridges. I went out to try to shoot 
a few birds, but the burning tropical sib soon 
drore me back, tired and exhausted. 

We again dined at Cardoza's, for the Gover- 
nor's salary is so limited, that he has not ade- 
quate means to keep up the dignity of his posi- 
tion, and all the people around him are better 
able to entertain than himself. With his pre- 
decessors it has not been so, who have gene- 
rally amassed large fortunes by peculation, and 
conniTance at the slare trade, but General De 
liima seems to be too straightforward an old 
soldier to compromise his honour, and yet 
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manages to entertain etifficientlj to shov his 
good vill and attachment to the English. 

On November 23rd, we left om- old friend, 
and ranning along the coast betveen the 
Primeiro Islands and the Main, arriTed off 
QoiUimane on the 25th, and boarded a brig 
named the "Flora D'Inhamban." In factveiy 
few TesaelB enter this rirer without being 
boarded by "the frigate" as thej cidl as, and. 
whom they dread very much, knowing as they 
do that I can get information, of all tiieir 
mOTements. The nest morning I went to the 
town in the barge, and found that my Mend 
Azred6 was from home, so I took possesion 
of his house, ordered the cook to get dinner, 
and in the eyening he returned and gave me 
a hearty welcome. 

I learnt that a schooner had sailed with 
450 slaves since oar departure: they were 
said to have been shipped by the Governor 
Fernando, who was on a sick bed and ob- 
liged to appoint a deputy to do hia dnty. 
An American barque named the Lucy Pen- 
niman, had been at the town with a cargo 
of cloth, &c., and left an agent for the pur- 
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pose of purchasing elaves, and in about two 
montlie, &om three to four vessels mi^t be 
expected from Rio, the first to take in a cugo 
at the third river froia Quillimane, which is 
called the Mariangonia, the next at the Or- 
linda, the next to south of Quillimane, where 
the Curlew once took a schooner, and the 
others will go whererer they think the coast 
is dear of men of war, and the trade is as 
brisk as ever. The above information I picked 
iq) bit by bit, and remained a whole day on 
purpose ; but I was so closely watched that I 
could not ask half that I wished, and on the 
29th got on board half roasted, baring had to 
beat down against a fresh breeze the whole way. 
On November 30th, 1843, we started for 
the Cape of Good Hope, and httle did I think 
what good fortune was in store for us, when in 
the aAemoon, it being my watch, two sail were 
reported ahead at anchor, a brig and a 
schooner, off the northern ZarabozL As we 
approached, we obserred them interchanging 
EBgn^ and two lai^ boats leave them and 
ran in for the land. I first boarded the brig, 
and found her quite deserted, with a slave-deck 
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laid and loaded with slave provisions. She 
yr&a vrell fotmd, rigging new and in capital 
order, and royid yards across. Fourteen pigs 
vere running about the decks, and the coops 
had from six to eight dozen fovls in them. In 
the cabin every thing was turned topsy-tarvy, 
and the numerous broken bottles abd glasses, 
shewed that they had strengthened the inward 
man before starting. Her papers, charts, 
chronometer and colours, had all disappeared, 
but I recognized her as my old Mend the Anna, 
where I had slept several nights at Quilltmime, 
when she was nnd^ American colours. 

Leaving a midshipman and two men on 
board, I went to the brigantine and found her 
much in the same state with one man only on 
board. Her name was the Atala, apparently an 
old vessel and not half as well found as the 
brig. Still she was safe and had lots of stock, 
and the next day I was ordered to take the 
brig to the Cape, and to keep company with 
the schooner, of which Lehenson, a Swedish 
mid in our service, toot charge. We lost 
si^t of the ship the first uight, and stood 
well to the eastward ttutil the 2nd, when ve 
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pat oar heads to the .southward, and on tlio 
3rd, dttiing a calm, I sent mj boat for Leh- 
ensoQ and Law to dine, and made arrange- 
ments about signals and keeping companj. 
I also sapplied them with a topgallant stud- 
ding-sail, and all the following week we kept 
pretty dose, and occasionally spoke each other 
to compare reckonings. Not having a chro- 
nometer, I constructed a current chart from 
my log, which I foand of great service, the 
direction almost inTariably proving con-ect. 
On searching the hold I found two large bags 
of slave-shackles, and sundry good things of 
this world, such as a cask of wine, salt fish, pre- 
serves, bottled porter, and casks of olives, and 
on the 10th Lehenson again dined with me. 

I was much surprised on the 12th at 
making the land ; but when I got my latitude 
at noon and the direction of the current on the 
chart, I found that I had been drifted ninety- 
eight miles in twenty-four hours, which was 
indeed an agreeable surprise. The next morn- 
ing I made all sail after a French barque, 
hoping to get her lon^tude ; but she did not 
like the look of as aad crowded all sail, and as 
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I liad to sborten sail to allow the Atida to close 
I Bair no more of her. Hoverer, I got sight (A 
Point Hood the next day, irhich est mj mind 
attest. 

From this time -we had, on the vhole, 
fine weather, and I managed to keep com- 
pany by being always under easy sail, for 
■with a foul wind I got so much to windward 
that the schooner took a whole day coming 
np, and I seriously thought of leaving her at 
one time, for my crew were getting aick, and 
three of the best were in their hammocks, 
leaving me only seven ; bnt we fortunately got 
fair winds and ran along the limd, making 
Cape Recif, St. Francis, Plettenberg, and idl 
the difierent points as far as Agulhas, which 
we rounded in company, within ten miles, at 
night; and mi the morning of 'the 2lBt of 
December made all sail to a strong sonth- 
easterly wind, which took us into Simon's 
Bay by 4 p.m. 

All the way up False Bay we had stod- 
ding-sails on both sides, and gradually short- 
ened sail to topsails before rounding to, 
but I did not reef, and found it blowing 
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a perfect gale in Simon's Bay. Away vent 
the cine of my jib, and the little brig spim 
along throwiHg the spray fore and aft. How- 
ever, I brooght her well to windward, and 
thonght myself all riglit, when the cable got a 
riding turn over the windlass, in consequence 
of which I drifted within forty yards of the 
beach, when, with the assistance of the boats 
of our ship which had just arrived, we brought 
op with three anchors ahead and made all 
anng by dark; and I had the pleasure of 
Bhaking Alexander by the hand, and found 
that both the Frogresao and Defensivo had 
been condemned in the Admiralty Court. 
Though close to the beacb blowing a gale it 
was the first night's rest I had for three weeks. 
Young Wrey, wbo waa with me, proved him- 
self, during the passage, an excellent obseiTer 
and navigator. On the 23rd I got to Oape Town 
with Lebenson to bring our vessels into courts 
but found that nothing could be done nntil 
after the Ohristmas holidays, which gave me an 
opportunity of spending three or four days most 
pleasantly with my kind friends ; and having 
made affidavits as to the circumstances under 
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which the Tcesels were taken, had them con- 
demned and broken up; the brig measuring 
235 and the Atala 152 tons. 

From the day of our arriral to January 26, 
1844, on which we sailed, ve experienced a 
constant succession of Bouth-eaEterly g^es, 
which made it extremely disagreeable refitting, 
and knocked about the boats a great deal. 
In going on shore we were covered with spray, 
and the fine sand blowing in our wet faces 
and drying in with a burning sun caused a 
continual smart, and makes the summer at the 
Cape very disagreeable. I left the little blac^ 
boy Joz6 at Belmont, where he has every pros- 
pect of being well thought of and provided for. 

We anchored at St. Augustine's Bay on 
February 14, and were soon surrounded by 
our old friends. Prince Green came on board 
in a tattered old dressing gown, his sable 
countenance radiant with smiles, and held out 
his hand to Caswell, who being in the heat of 
carrying on duty, gave him the cold dioolder; 
and the surprise depicted on his face was 
truly amusing, as he drew himself up, sayii^ 
in the most confident manner, "Me, Prince 
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Green/' On the 16th, a heavy swell setting 
in varned us of an approaching gale, and we 
got a good offing without waiting for stocks, 
and on the 17th and 18th washed away ovu* 
head and bumpkin, and stove in sereral ports, 
the barometer falling to 29*23. 

OnFebruary 24th we anchored off QuiUimane, 
and I was sent up to the town in the barge, 
taking with me Norman and Lyttleton, and on 
landing was met by Senhor Ambrozio Terceira 
Mourao, who asked me if I was Senhor Baraardo, 
as he had been left in charge of the bouse during 
the absence of Senhor Azredo, who desired me 
to make myself as much at home as if he was 
there himself. In the evening 1 called on the 
Governor, and found that Azredo had given the 
Concorde for the service of Her Most Faithful 
Majeatj, and that it was intended to endeavour 
to bring her from Macuz^ to QuiUimane ; and 
in a letter to Captain WyviU which I took 
down with me, the Governor requested that I 
might be allowed to undertake the service, 
which, of course was out of the question, our 
means of checking the slave trade being little 
enough without our weakening them. 
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I found h(9« mj old acquaintance Said 
Hamza, vhoee barqae I had taken posBMBion of 
at Johanna for the King. After ire left the 
ressel vas restored, and he vent to Comoro and 
took in a cargo of bollocks for Mozambique, bat 
was set by the current to the aouthward and bore 
up for Quillimane, where he struck on the bar 
and made bo much vater that he was obliged 
to ran her on shore off the tovn, wh^e she has 
become a complete wreck. In my conreraation 
vitb this man I found that he vas very likely 
to prore moat useful in gaining infonnati(Ht 
respecting t^e slave trade, and I acted accord- 
in^y. He told me that it was going on very 
Iffiskly, and that a black schoooner had aaikd 
from Macuz8 full, vithin the last month. 
Senhor Monte^ Azredo's father-inJav, had 
died, leaving a lai^ property. The K-azilian 
^ent was still residing there ; and tJie Grorar- 
nOT had made 60,000 dollars in fifteen mcmths 
by peculation and slave fees. 

I returned on the 27th, and after looking 
into aH the rivere to the sonthirard and nortii- 
ward of Quillimane, anchored off Oasnauna to 
cut wood and to repair osr daaungea. Tbu 
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idand k corered vith tall starugbt trees of iroQ- 
Tood, and aboanda in very beautiful shrubs. 
On tbe beach are the remuns of turtle vbich 
the natires from the neighbourhood c^ Quizimgo 
come DTer for yearij. We found fresh watrar 
in an old pit, about six feet from the sur&ce; 
but on dialing deeper and sinking a f-MJ! 
fbond it so brackish that it could not be used, 
so that the other must have been merely rain 
vater. The rats are so numerous that the 
men knocked them over with sticks, and 
roaated them, 4«cla™g they were exactly like 
chicken, — "no accounting for taste." 

On the night of March 10th, about ten 
o'doi^, we oba^red a sail running down on 
us, and in a few minutes hailed the Bittern, 
and in tlie morning Captain Feel came on 
board, and we afterwards stood towards ^e 
£lephant Shells iu company, when fiudii^ 
nothing we bore to, and our friends caiae <m 
board to dinner. Tbe Bittern had spoit her 
Chiutoias at Del^oa Bay, and had been 
placed in rather an awkward position in 
gettmg (Mt Tbe sea broke heavily across the 
passage, and was one E^eet (rf foam; bowers 
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our old master Blackford, whose coolneas nerer 
forsakes him, said "You mast keep her at it; 
there were six fathoms when we came in, and 
there must be the same now;" and through it 
she went, shipping two regular green seas. 
Thej had also been at Mozambique, where, 
whilst the men were bathing, one poor fellow 
lost his leg by the bite of a shark, which 
literally tore the fieeii off the bones. The fol- 
lowing day we parted company, the brig 
standing in for the land, and the frigate for 
St Augustine's Bay, expecting to meet again 
off Quillimane on the 1st of April. 

From the 12th to the 18th we experienced 
very light south-easterly breezes, and found 
great dif&culty in getting to eastward. On the 
erening of the 18th we passed close to the 
Bassas da India Rocks, a most dangerous shoal 
with here and there a black rock, which cannot in 
the finest weather he seen more than five or six 
leagues off from the masthead, and the currents 
are so changeable and uncertain all roond it, 
that without a good commanding breeze, a ship 
is likely to be drifted on it in spite of herself 
which was actually the caae with the Julia, 
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whose dreadful loss 'vrill be related in a aub- 
seqneDt page. After passing this, yee conti- 
nued to work our w&j to the eastward, 
and at sunset on the 2l6t saw the land from 
the mast-head, and at 6 P-u. got the lat. 
bj Canopus. Just after eight o'clock the 
Master came down, and said the Captain 
wished to stand on a little longer to make the 
most of it; and we were sitting, chatting as 
usual in the gun-room, about 10 p.h, when 
the well-known and dreaded feel of her keel 
grating along the bottom, made us all rush on 
deck, where we found the Captain, First Lieute- 
nant, and Master. Haring just determined to 
tack, and waiting only for a caat of the deep- • 
sea lead, which had already been sent forward, 
' two minutes more would have saved us from 
all the misery and dreadful scenes which I am 
about to detail. 

At 8h. 30m., P.M., the officer of the tratch 
ordered two leadsmen in the chains, and ac 
nine there was no bottom with fifty-five fathoms 
of line, and the hand lead was kept constantly 
going until 9h. 50m., when the land was seen 
on the lee-bow, and a cast of the deep-sea 
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lead ordered by the Captain, -while eyerything 
vas seen clear for going about, and in a few 
seconds the helm would bare been pat down, 
when she touched. Everything was inunediately 
thrown aback, and she moved astern, but her 
keel hangmg, she fell off with her head in- 
shore, and became imbedded in coral-rockf^ 
-with from two and a half to three fathoms 
round her, the tide being about half-ebb. As 
soon aa the ship would clear it, the small 
bower was let go and veered to about thirty 
fathoms, to keep her from forging in-ehore when 
the tide roee, and the Master was sent in the 
cutter to sound round her, whilst the barge and 
pinnace were hoisted out, and the stream 
anchor and kedge and the two stream cables 
and hemp m^senger got into them. In the 
mean time a channel was found on the port- 
bow, and the stream anchor tracked by the 
kedge, was laid out in that direction by Mc^es' 
worth and Norman, but never hove taut, aa on 
further sounding there was a deeper and better 
channel found astern and off-shore. Whilst 
the boats were away the sails w«e furled, the 
best foower unshackled, and the chain messenger 



..y Google 



BEB FOBITIOK. 123 

passed through the stem havee hole and brought 
to the main-deck capfitan, -which vae discoo- 
nected and rigged on the main-deck. On the 
return of the boats f^er laying out the etream, 
the best bower anchor Tas got under the pio- 
nace, Trhich was fortunately fitted -with trunks 
and a windlass, and the two hemp sheet 
cables were coiled on the thwarts of the barg^ 
whilst the Master laid out hawsers with 
second kedge for warping them out ; and about 
4 A. H., the arrangements being completed, the 
sheet cable was passed through tiie midship 
cabin port, the hawse hole not being large 
enough to. admit the cook's leg, and the best 
bower was laid on the port quarter in good 
style. 

At 6 A. M., the tide being at its highest, a 
taut strain was here on the sheet and she 
moved astern about twenty fathoms, the snu^ 
bower being brought to the upper deck capstan, 
by the top tackle pendants, for a messenger 
with runners and tackles on the main-deck to 
assist. We now found that the stem had got 
on a patch of coral, which had dose by the 
aide of it a three fathom channel, and Moles- 
a 2 
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worth and the Master were sent in the barge 
and pinnace to weigh the atream, and kedge 
and lay them out on the starboard quarter. This 
was a work of time, as the anchors had hooked 
the rocks, and the tide began to fall before thej 
were ready ; and in the interim, the small bower 
was bore up, minus a stock, and the men were 
allowed a short time to splice the main brace 
aad get their breakfasts. 

At 8 A.M., we commenced heaving on both 
capstans, the stream cable being led through the 
starboard after-quarter deck port. But the tide 
had receded too much ; and finding she did not 
start, the top-gallant masts were got on deck, 
and the people sent down for three hours' rest 
just as she went over on her bilge, the water 
being up to the sills of the main-deck porta on 
the starboard side. Fortonately the weather was 
calm and fine, for had even a moderate swell 
set in, Bhe must hare been bilged ; aa it was, 
she bumped most uncomfortably and made the 
masts and yards rattle and tremble as if they 
were coming down about our heads. 

At low water the reefs were dry all round 
us, one sheet of copper being in the water at 
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one ude, and the mnzzles of the gone all but 
touching the water on the other, and one coiild 
as e^ilj walk on the outside of the ship as 
the deck. The hatdies were battened down and 
all handa seated themselres on the main-deck, 
either breakfasting or snatching a few minutes' 
rest. In the morning we bad obserred two or 
three canoes approaching to within about half 
a mile of the ship, and then make for the 
shore, and during the forenoon from twenty to 
thirty came off in line, and dodged about 
under the bows, conversing with the boat- 
keepers in broken English, as is customary with 
the natiTes of St. Augustine's Bay ; and having 
been in the habit of treating them with confi- 
dence, no one had any doubt of their friendly 
intentions. In one canoe was an old man with 
a bald head and grey beard, who appeared to 
take the lead, being paddled by two men and 
not working himself. On our commencing 
work again, they all dispersed, some going on 
shore, others to the reefs, as if for shells, and 
it is reported that one of them said, "To- 
morrow Kiog Baba come take lie diip: he 
giTo the Captain plenty sheep, and plenty 
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bnllock, and make him stop ; but he want the 
ship." This was thought Dothing o^ and about 
balf-past ten, the Captain called the First 
Lieutenant, Master, and myself, to consult as 
to what was moBt expedient to be done, and we 
all agreed that she ought to he lightened to 
ensure her getting off the following tide, and 
about Doon we hoisted out the small boats ; the 
Master went to buoy the passage, and all 
hands commenced constructing a raft with the 
spare spars and casks to hold the guns. 

At 3 p. II., ve finished and hoisted it out, 
and got two quarter-deck guns on it, when the 
vater having risen, she began to right, and the 
capstans were manned, and she started some 
distance ; but at 5 f. h., finding her stiU 
hard aground, the order was given to throw 
the foremost main-deck guns overboard, and 
the two 8-inch, and one forecastle gun 'went, 
and two more quarter-deck guns were got on 
the raft, when we again tried her and succeeded 
in heaving her into five fathoms water, but in 
the midst of coral patches. The chain ganger 
just came into the stem port and was secured, 
and the small bower cable brought along out- 
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side aiN shackled to it, ready to heaTe her 
head Tound m the morning. The guns and the 
boats vere hoisted io, the raft dismantled, and 
at midnight the men were sent to rest for foor 
hours, thoroughly fagged out ; but throughout 
the whole, I nerer heard a murmur or com- 
plaint, and nerer feared the resolt. 

Prom 12 to 4, the ship bumped heavily, 
and ground' along the rocks, and at 1, the 
stream cable parted, having been chafed 
through; and nothing could exceed our anxiety 
during the night, as she was riding by twelve 
fethoms of chain only, by the stem, and had 
we drove, oar position would have been worse 
than ever. At 4, the hands were turned up 
and the topgallant mast fidded, and top- 
gallant yards crossed, and the Master took the 
bai^, and Molesworth the pinnace, to endea- 
vour to get the stream and kedge anchors ; but 
the boats being wanted on board, they were 
recalled, and at 6, the sheet cable was slipt 
from the stem port, and her head hove to 
seaward by the small bower cable, and all 
plain sail made to a light land breeze. . When 
the anchor was weighed she went some distance. 
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and then hung on a coral patch, when m kedge 
was hiid out with a hawser right ahead, which 
took ns into deep water, and finding her run- 
ning OTer it faster than ve could haul in, 
MoleBworth was caUed in the pinnace to take 
in the bight of the hawser, which we cut, and 
to remain to weigh the anchor. 

We had obserred, all the morning, the canoes 
coming off aa before towards the ship, uid as 
they would necessarily pass close to the pin-" 
nace, the Captain ordered a look-out to be 
kept on them ; and we were about 400 yards 
from the boat when the wind fell so light that 
it required the nicest attention to keep onr 
head the right way ; and at 7h. 30m. the 
sea breeze took us aback, and the ship wore 
round with her head in shore, and at the same 
time, Molesworth was obserred making a signal 
for assistance. The pinnace-men were splashing 
their oars, and apparently cutting the hawser, 
and the boat then came towards ns, pnlled 
only by four oars, whilst the canoes made sail 
and paddled with all their mi^t towards the 
shore. 

The galley and barge went immediately to 
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their assistance, and the ship 'was bore-to, and 
.every preparation was made in case of acci- 
dents, and a fearful sight soon met oi1r eyes. 
The pinnace had been attacked by the natirea, 
■ two of the crew killed, Lieutenant Molesworth, 
and five men, mortally, wounded, and three 
severely and dangerously wounded ; — three only 
escaping out of fourteen. 

Poor Molesworth was wounded in the nose 
and bowels, aud on my jumpiiig into the 
boat, he exclaimed, with a look, of deepair, 
"My God, Barnard, I am wounded in the 
bowels." I immediately lifted him into a cot 
which had been lowered by a whip from the 
main yard, and remained in the boat until all 
the wounded were hoisted in. The groans of 
l^e poor sufferers were heartrending, and their 
bodies were covered with ghastly wounds : it 
was a truly pitiable sight, and in lifting them 
my hand went frequently into a deep hole, the 
spears having passed quite through them. At 
first some hopes were entertained of poor 
Molesworth's recovery, but on Sunday, March 
S4, such unfavourable symptoms showed them- 
selves, that it was thought right to advise him 
G H 
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to settle his affairs. He bore the shock like a 
strong-miDded man, made his 'wiU, and thon^t 
of eTeiything the moat minute. That erening 
he receiTed the sacrament, and calmly took 
leare of all hia messmates, appearing perfectly 
resigned. In the night he grew uneaay and 
restless, and at half-past ten on Monday he 
departed this life, his lips having mored, as if 
in prayer, not long before, and in the erening 
he waa followed to his vatery grave by all his 
shipmates, unireraally r^retted, and admired 
for his nohle and manly conduct. 

The cause of this murderous attack appears 
to hare been as follovs : — On the canoes ap' 
proaching the pinnace, poor Molesworth com- 
menced talking to them, as to the natires at 
St. Augustine's Bay, asking if they had any 
harp shells, on which they approached the 
boat clossr, and two of them got into her 
onarmed as if for barter, and seized the iron 
bars belonging to the windlass. On this, they 
were ordered out, and force used to eject them, 
Molesworth jumping forward to enforce their 
going, on which a spear was thrown which 
wounded him in the nose, and seemed to be 
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the signal for a general attack ; the old bald- 
headed man irith a grey beard, twirling a 
spear round hin head, and then giving -weapons 
to those around him. Poor Jacobs, the bow- 
man, who hauled me into the boat when I was 
npset at Quillimane, received a spear in the 
shoulder which knocked him overboard, and 
oa rising to the surface hia brains were knocked 
cmt, and nothing saved the whole from being 
massacred, but the ship's being providentially 
taken aback, and appearing to the savages to 
be coming towards them. The whole was the 
work of two minntes, or even less, and although 
onr poor fellows made a desperate resistance, 
unarmed and lumbered up as they were, the 
sbarp spears burled vrith tremendous force 
MOB laid them low. 

The opinions as to the intentions of the 
natives when coming off are viurious : our first 
impression was that they had come to attack 
ike ship, if they found na off our guard, and 
ihat savage disappointment at not finding ua 
a wreck, had roused their evil passions. The 
more common opinion, however, is that they 
had no end in view, but mere curiosity; 
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but their savage nature is sach, that it is 
always a word and a blow with- them, and 
that at the least prorocation thej instinctirely 
nse their arms. Would that all these suppo- 
Edtions could change the results^ and restore 
the fine fellows who felL 

After the canoes had fled, there was no 
possibility of reaching them, as they escaped 
over the ree& on which our boats could not 
float, and CTCn if our guns could have sunk a 
few of them, the dreadAil state of tiie wounded 
rendered it impossible to fire ; and they are 
such a wandering race that they have no fixed 
Tillage or habitations, generally rangii^ up 
and down the coast, and living in their canoes. 

On March 25th, we anchored in St. Augu»- 
tine's Bay, and remained five days watering 
and getting to rights. The channel at the 
entrance of the river was much dtered, and 
enabled us to water much qnicker. Uanj of mj 
old friends came to see me, and express their 
horror at the treachery of their countrymen; 
but I wotdd not trust myself alone with them 
without being well armed, for I fancy they all 
go occasionally on predatory exconions along 
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' the coast. Some of the natires offered me 
stares for sale, and I pretended to want them, 
tiiat I might find out if any great namber 
could be obtained, but found that there vere 
only a fevr, principally young girls, stolen or 
taken in fight from the Ovaa. The price of 
them vas twenty doUars, or a keg of povder, 
but without an agent to collect them, I do not 
imagine any vessel could get a cargo. 
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LCDICBOTTS ACCIDBNT. — AStVBOO's HOBPITAIJTr.— 
SLATES BDBNT ALITB. THE BLACK BCHOON&R. 

MOBO ado's obakd dinnkr.— ~db. petebs. — thb 

COLONOe. WlLtlHG SLATES. — INTITATIOH TO A BALL. 

— A SAIL AHEAD. — BOABD A SLATER.— MCTIMT AND 

HITRDER. MR. HILL'b FIFTY DATS OV BOARD A 

SLATER. — WRKCKOP THE JULIA. — THE DON PEDRO. 

THE HIMERTA. — THE PINNACE POUND. — ATTEMPT TO 

HEATE UP THE QUNB. UDBDERER's REEPS. ANCHOR 

IN SIMON'b BAT. 

On the morning of April 14th, we arriTed 
in Simon's Bay, but found that the Admiral had 
not arrived from the West Coast, and I rode 
np the same afternoon for our letters, and had 
the pleasure of seeing my friends who were 
of coui^e much shocked at my melancholy 
tale; and at the request of Captain Brok^ I 
waited upon the Governor Sir Peregrine Mait- 
land, to give him a correct version of our 
ffliBfortune, and on retmning to Simon's Bay, 
found that we were ready for sea in a week, 
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80 that Z vaa obliged to return to Oape Town 
fiff the purpose of laying in stoct, and had a 
most amoBing adrentore on the road. 

The driver of the mail cart dropped the letter- 
bag on the road, and Lientenant Kane took the 
reins whilst he rode lMu;k to look for it, and 
we had not gone far, before the horses shyed at 
a cart of rushes which was upset in the road, 
run up a bank and turned as over. Kane got 
jammed and could not more, a lady and her 
maid who were inside, were more frightened 
than hurt, and I pulled them oat from amongst 
a heap of boxes, and it all ended in laug^iter; 
and the coachman having come up in the 
meantime, we soon righted the cart without 
any damage. That evening I went to the 
race ball, and on the 20th, Captain Broke 
kindly drove me down in his tandem. The 
next morning we sailed, but had scarcely 
rounded Noah's Ark, when we saw the "Win- 
chester, and in the evening anchored in com- 
. pany, and I had the happiness of hearing that 
my brother was on board, and the following 
day he joined the Cleopatra. The Winchester 
daring her cruise had succeeded in deatroying 
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a slaTer, and t^oos cliaDges and promotions 
took place, in consequence of ;^e death of 
Captain Fair, of the Conway, and our poor 
messmate, Uoleswoith. On the 23rd, we again 
sailed, taking with as an old harbour-boat to 
assist in raising the guns we had left on the 
coast of Madagascar. 

On May 12th, we anchored off Quillimaoe, 
and the next morning I left for Quillimane, 
accompanied hy Mr. Steel, our chaplain, aad 
my brother, and after anchoring outside the 
bar until the flood made, we had a most 
delightful sail up the river, for all was new to 
my companions, and they had some famous 
shots at the hippopotami, one of which got 
out of the water and ran into the jun^e not 
forty yards &om the boat. On arnTing at 
the town we were received by Senhor Aevedo, 
with his usual ho^itality, and in the evening 
made a short excursion in machilas, excepting 
Jack, who preferred a mule, which was a source 
of great amusement to ua;-for the sight of 
anything in the shape of a horse is so rare 
here, that the Blacks fly from it in every 
direction, as if it was some wild beaet, and 
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the littJe bojs ran behind at a respectable 
distance, whooping and making a noise. 

I seized one of them and put him up behind 
Jack before he was avare of it, and giving 
the brute a crack sent him off full gallop. The 
Hitle fellov hnng on like grim death, and they 
rolled about like a ship in a calm. In the 
erening I learnt that about a week before our 
arrlTsI, a Ifurge barque had embarked from 
700 to 800 slaves at Onihnda, the river to 
the southward of Quillimane, and I have since 
found out, that this waa the same Julia which 
Tron, the captain of the Gentil, had detained 
in May last, and that the slaves actually went 
from the town of Quillimane in launches. 
Three or four days after our last visit, 300 
slaves had been burnt alive in a baracoon 
some distance to the northward, where they 
bad been sent ready for embarkation, one of 
them slipping his iron collar during the night, 
and setting fire to the building. 

Upwards of 2,000 slaves were ready in the 
neighbourhood of the town for embarkation, 
purchased with merchandize, brought out by 
American vessels, and slave-vesseb were ex- 
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pected from Rio dailj, so that my arriTal at 
Quillimane put those vho had so mnch at 
stake in a great ferment, and I witnessed long 
and aDgiy discusBions amongst them aa they 
came in and ont of Azredo's honse. A bri^ 
said to be nnder Sardinian colours, had at- 
tempted to land her captain at Liiabo, vhere 
thej say there is a flag-staff, but he 'with 
three of his boat's crev vaa drowned in croaa- 
ing the bar, one man only reaciiing the 
ahore, and no more has been heard of her. 

The black schooner belonging to Senhor 
Isidore, which had embarked 400 slaves at 
Macaze, pnt back after baring lost one-half of 
her hiiman cargo, and relanded the wretched 
remnant half dead. 

Paulo Roderigoe who commanded the De- 
fensiro, had written to his friends at QuiUi- 
mane blaming them for giving me his name, 
and accosiug Azvedo as being the cause of his 
losing his vessel, and the Governor had re- 
ceived letters from Lisbon, informing bi m that 
Lord Aberdeen had written to the Portuguese 
Ministry, saying that he was not to be trusted 
as he was open to bribery. His friends also 
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advised him to be on his goard against the 
former collector of customs, Senior Azredo, vbo 
was in the habit of giving information to the 
English. Said Hamza corroborated most of 
the aboTe information, not knowing that I had 
heard anything from other quarters, and de- 
dared that he vas narrowlj vatched whilst 
the Bnglish flag was flying in the rirer. Indeed 
the trade seema to be on the increase, and all 
«errants vho speak English or are likely to 
converse with the boat's crew, are sent into 
&e interior. . 

It is said that a person who deals laigely 
in human flesh at Qaillimane, is about to en- 
deavour to establish a place for embarking 
dares near SoMa, but this cannot be managed 
for some time, as the Goremor of that place 
most first be bought over. Nothing can ex- 
ceed the civihty and hospitality of the inha- 
bitants of Qaillimane. Their houses are al- 
ways open to the English, and on our arrival 
Senhor Moigado invited us to a supper the 
neit evening; but having a spare day, we took 
advantage of permission from the Governor 
to ascend farther up the river, and we got 
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Azredo to accompany ns, and had a most 
delightful Bail for about fifteen miles. 

The appearance of the banks improYes greatly 
after passing QniUimane: the mangroTe-trees 
vith their dense foliage rea^h to the very 
vater, and look as beautifully green and fresh 
as they are deadly and sickly : no ray of the 
sun can penetrate them from one year's end 
to the other, and the thick slimy mud {m>- 
ducea the fatal miasma, myriads of musquitoes, 
and a kind of large fly -which darts its lance 
into the flesh and draws blood immediately. 
Here and there a break in the jungle shews 
the track of hippopotami, which in herds of 
eight or ten quite line the banks, and with 
flock after fiock of pelicans, flamingoes, wild- 
ducks, and all kinds of sea fowl, keep the 
attention amply engaged, and afford excellent 
' marks for expending powder and shot on. 
The following day we were iuYited. to a 
grand dinner by Senhor Morgado, and at about 
3 F.u. sat down to a table groaning under 
the good things of this world. Mountains of 
rice, roast pig, ducks, fowls, herons, mutton, 
beef, venison, raised pies, calavances, spinach 
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And eggs, vere all crowded together, and 
tvelre sat down to a dinner enough for a hun- 
dred; and I vas not a little surprised to see 
men, apparentlj suffering from a horrid fever, 
playing aa good a stick as those in rude 
health. A short life and a merry one seems 
to be their creed, and few of them ever return 
to their own country. HoweTcr, on this occa- 
sion, we followed their example, and did 
ample justice to the hospitidity.of our host. 

After dinner sundry complimentary toasts 
were drunk, and as I was considered the prin- 
cipal guest, the health of Senhor Bamardo 
and family was reserred for the last, accord- 
ing to the Portuguese custom. I had to 
return thanks, and begged, on the present 
occasion, to make an exception to the general 
rule, and drink the " Health and hospitahty of 
Senhor Morgado," which was drunk with 
" broas," and each smashed hia glass, except- 
ing ourselves, who thought it rather an equi- 
vocal way of showing our gratitude. After 
much difficulty I managed to get away, all 
hands accompanying me to the beadii and 
expre^ng great regret that I was determined 
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to go. The Vf'md vm so light, that I did not 
get abore half way down the riyer, and we all 
spent a mmt nuBerable night in the boats, 
crowded up with ducks and fowls, and all 
Mods of stock, and the next day, after mucb 
difficulty, we got on board about 2 p.h:., not 
at all the better for having rolled about in a 
heavy swell in the Well after onr feasting. 

On May 22nd, we observed a vessel at 
anchor, and made all sail towards her, and 
soon perceived that she was at anchor in the 
Well, and I was forthwith despatched in tto 
barge to find out all about her, and she 
proved to be the Amizade from Mozambique 
with passengers, amongst whom was my old 
friend Dr. Peters, on his way to Senna and 
Tete, and we were mutually delighted at 
meeting so unexpectedly. On the 25th he 
accompanied me down the river, intending to 
pay Captain Wyvill a visit, but after remain- 
ing at the Point all night, we found the bar 
too rough to attempt crossing; so leaving 1^ 
barge in charge of my brother, I took Peters 
to the town in the dingy, and returned to the 
Point in the night, ready to take advantage of 
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the land breeze in the moming, vhich enabled 
me to get outside; bat it vaa raimiig so hard, 
that they did not perceire me £rom the ship 
until within a mUe of her. 

About QuiUimane and Luabo, and indeed 
in all the Portognese posaessiona on the coasts 
are nombets of Colonos, or free blacks, who 
hire themselres out as wood-cnttera, machila- 
bearers, or labourers, and such is the degraded 
state of society that these men are taunted by 
the slaves as having no white man to look after 
them, and see them righted when oppressed. 
They are kept in subjection by a Tery severe 
and separate code of laws, and if they break 
or injure anything which they cannot pay for 
they become slaves. After the death of Moraes, 
Azvedo's father-in-law, who was a very severe 
master, no less than eighty slaves, who had 
draerted and escaped into the interior, returned 
to the estate and resumed their work, prefer- 
ring slavery to the iron rule of the chiefs of 
their own colour: others come frequently to 
sell themselves, and to buy them is the greatest 
boon a good master can bestow, and their price 
is from three to five pieces of douty or dungaree. 
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Azvedo relates an anecdote of a man \rho 
daj after day had been importuning him to 
take him as a Gdave, and, vhen he found that he 
could not get rid of bis freedom bj fair means, 
he watched the opportunity vhilst Azredo'a 
little boy was -walking in the garden with his 
nurse and tore the child's frock, which created 
a great hubbub and noise, and the father run- 
ning out found his son dreadfully frightened 
and the black rolling in the dirt according to 
the custom of his country. Ehnbracing his 
feet he cried out, that as he had refused to 
buy him, he had torn his child's frock, and 
having nothing to pay for it he was his slave 
by the law of the country ;' so seeing he was so 
determined he gave bim his clouty, and he has 
worked away steadily ever since. 

Amongst the passengers in the brig was a 
man named YiUa Real, who had originally got 
a passage to Quillimane at the Government 
expense, for {as he himself describes it) merely 
giving a man a friendly punch in the stomach 
when he had unfortunately, by pure accident, 
a small knife in his hand. He has now amassed 
a small fortune by slave-dealing, like many 
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Others here, and such are the kind of people 
one meets, and many a murderer receires a 
stranger with a. polite bov and ahake of the 
hand. 

It was supposed that the death of RomSs 
and Moraes, the two capitalists of Quillimane, 
and the life and bouI of the slave trade, would . 
reduce this horrid traffic as there are no others 
who coiild ran so great a risk ; but I see no 
reason to suppose that it ia at all decreasing, 
nor will it, until the goremors and officers of 
the customs hare a sufBcient salary to induce 
them to act honestly. 

On June 12th Alexander started in chai^ 
of the pinnace for Quillimane, accompanied by 
Parker, O'Hagan, and Jago, but before reach- 
ing the bar a sail hoTe in sight and they 
boarded her. We anchored, and before day- 
light I started in the cutter and ran down 
to the stranger, whom I found anchored on the 
bar with the pinnace astern, both of them 
rolling most awfully; and a miserable night 
they must have had of it. The brig was the 
Domingo Cardoza, alias Biscoito, iirom Mozam- 
bique, and nerer did I see such an old clum- 
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bangj; so leaky that the pomps vere con- 
stantly going. Not a rope was in ber that was 
not &gged out or knotted in sereral places; 
her sails were so rotten and full of holes that 
they were afraid to set them; and she vds 
riding in a heavy sea with a more than 
half-irom coii cable. How these fellows 
escape I know not I She was commanded 
by the Commissaire of the Gentil, and I 
learnt from him that the Qovemor-General 
was to leave Mozambique for Lorenzo Macques 
on the 15th, on reporting which to the Captain 
he recalled the pinnace and started for Mozam- 
bique, where we arrived on the ]9th, and 
found that the General was expected on the 
lat of August, having left on the dth instant. 

One evening a grand ball was given by Cap- 
tain Chavres and Senhor Delphin OUveria, it 
being the first anniversary of their wedding-day. 
Captain Wyvill's invitation amnsed us mnch, 
it commenced thus : " Monsieur, j'ai llLonneur 
voTia inviter prendre une tasse du th^ chez moi, 
avec votre corporation, &c." Every body went 
but the Captain and myself, and returned on 
board from a very tame affair, tired and dis- 
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satisfied, and ve sailed in tlie monuBg crowded 
up Tith bullocks and all kinds of stock. 

On the Ist July, being off Qiiillimane, -ffo 
espied and made all sail towards a stranger, 
which proved to be a Portuguese brig. I 
boarded her in the gig and found her to be 
the Esperanza from Lisbon and Rio, bound to 
Quillimane, Mozambique, and Bombay. I 
examined her papers and hold, and seeing 
nothing suspicious I gare them ample direc- 
tions for crossing the bar and returned on 
board. I learnt from her that she had been 
boarded by the Bittern a few days before, 
which had driven on shore and burnt a brig- 
antine, and had gone to the northward with a 
Brazilian vessel, supposed to be a prize. 

After this we stood to the southward, and 
on the evening of the 3rd, being under all sail 
returning to the northward, observed a sail 
ahead; but the wind being light, and having 
no chance of coming up with her that nig^t, 
we shortened sail to the topsails, trusting that 
she might not see us, and soon after anchored 
in a calm. At four the next morning a breeze 
enabled us to make all sail, and at daylight 
H 2 
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we observed onr friend at anchor off Qnilli- 
mane, and vere soon rejoiced to see him make 
sail awaj from ub, and the wind falling light I 
iras sent awaj in the galley to cut him off, 
' and after a long and exciting chase boarded a 
' fine brig fuUj equipped for the slave trad^ 
about half a mile from the shor^ and I reiy 
soon had her head to-warda the ship under all 
sail. All her crev had deserted but fire, and 
she had no papers nor colours, and vas loaded 
with water, farinha, rice, tmd beans. Oaswell 
and the Master came on board to surrej her, 
and the prisoners were remoTcd to the ship 
who stood on in companj with us, and in the 
ereniog I was left in diarge to take her to the 
anchorage off Quillimane. I found a capital 
chronometer, quadrant, spj-glass, and charts; 
and in the morning saw the ship standing 
towards me under all sail; but on a. squall's 
clearing up, which had concealed' her from me, 
I observed that she had hauled her wind and 
soon had the satisfaction of seeing her heave 
to with a large barque in companj, and I soon 
after anchored in companj with them off 
Quillimane; but it was blowing too fresh to 
communicate. 
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In the lining of the pilot's hat I found a 
paper, signed bj the brig's crew, and it ap- 
peared her name waa the Zilcette de Marco, 
and that her crev had mutinied off Delagoa 
Baj and put the captain on shore, obliging 
the pilot to take her to Quillimane against 
bis vill. (I found ont afterwards that they 
had murdered the captain and thrown him 
overboard.) Amongst his papers I found 
nnmbera of prints of our Sariour, the Virgin 
Marj, and a host of saints; — the fi^owing was 
nnderoeath one of them: — 

" N. S. Da Socorro 

" Bzm. Snr. Bispo. concede 40 dias de in- 
dulgce as todaa as pessoas qt. diante desta 
imagem rezavera hum P N e che M N S." 
" Our Lady of Succour. 

" His Excellency the Bishop concedes 40 
days' indulgence to all persons who before this 
image shall recite one Pater Noster," Sec. 

On the sixth we communicated with the 
ship, and I found that the barque was a prize 
named the Izabel fitted as a slaver, and I gave 
up charge of the brig to Lieutenant Oaswell, 
who was ordered to remain off QuiUimaQe to 
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Tatch that river, whilst we ran the coast ap 
and down for a fortnight. 

On Jolj 7th, Alexander sailed for the 
.Cape, taking half the prisoners and two in- 
TaUds, and we sailed on a cruize, leaving the 
brig alone in her glory, rolling most awfully; 
and, after cruizing about the mouths of the 
Zambezi, returned to her on the 12th, when 
Caswell came on board and told us that the 
Sappho- had arrived the day before, with our 
late chaplain, the Reverend P. Q. Hill, and 
orders from the Admiralty to inquire into 
certain statements of his in a pamphlet en- 
titled "Fifty Days on Board a Slaver;" and 
as she had gone to the northward we stood od 
in that direction, and the next day feU in 
with her. Captain Hope came on board, 
bringing with him many welcome letters from 
home, which were the more acceptable from 
being unexpected. 

We found, from the nature of the inquiry 
ordered to be instituted, that it was necessary 
to go to the Cape to meet Alexander, whose 
character, as well as those of more than one 
officer, seemed to be indirectly attacked in this 
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very imperfect account of the capture aod sub- 
sequent history of the Progresso, Tchich ve got 
a copy of. Id the first place, it would strike one 
that the order to send the slaves below the first 
night was unnecessary, whereas it saved many 
from being washed overboard. In the next 
place, the fifty deaths would appear to have 
been caused by suffocation after the order waa 
given, whereas a dozen, if not more, dead bodies 
were seen some time before by the men who 
went down for water, and more than half the 
number were in a state of stapid intoxication. 
The next thing that struck us was the mention 
of Azvedo's name, as one at vimance with 
the Governor, and as having given informa- 
tion. This we could not but consider as a 
* breach of trust, as all the official letters had 
been expressly worded to prevent our inform- 
ants' names from being brought before any 
authorities in whose power it might be to 
injure them. Consequently, I was sent to 
Quillimane to inform Azvedo that his name 
had been mentioned, and to put him on his 
guard, as well as to express Captain Wyvill'a 
regret that it had happened. 
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On the 1 4th of Jnlj, I left in the barge 
-with Park^ aud O'Hagan, and after a delight- 
ful sail of three hours reached the town. I 
found Azredo at home, and we were received 
with his usual h«arty welcome ; and on inquir- 
ing for my friend Dr. Peters, I learnt that he 
was in the next room, slowly recovering from 
a dangerous fever; and there I found him, 
poor fellow 1 propped up with pillows and 
cushions, looking the mere shadow of what 
he had been, surrounded by the Glovemor and 
principal people of Quillimane, most of whose 
lives he had probably saved; and their' atten- 
tion to him, and anxiety for his recovery, 
seemed to know no bounds. He had been 
some distance up the river, having started 
with a fever on him, which he had slighted* 
and treated merely as a cold ; but it increased 
80 rapidly that he was in a very reduced state 
when they got him back to Quillimane, where 
he met with every kindness and attention from 
his old patients. We immediately saw that 
his only hope of recovery was from a change 
of climate, and insbted on his accompanying 
us to the Oape; and, after a great deal of 
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perenaaioii from Dr. O'Hagan and myself, he 
Tas at last convinced that it was his only 
chance, and I promised to remain a day for 
him to arrange hia affairs. In the evening wo 
had a large concom^e of visitors, and amongst 
them the Captain and passengers of the brig 
Bsperanza, which I had boarded off the bar. 
I had a long conversation with the former on 
the slave trade, which he spoke of as a species 
of gambling, carried on only by persons of 
considerable property. For instance, a man 
with*400 contos of reis will risk 50 contos 
in the slave trade. If he succeeds, he doubles 
his fortune ; if he loses, he has enough left. 
I sent letters viA Bombay by this brig, and 
as they arrived safely in England, it did away 
with all suspicion of her being engaged in 
the slave trade. , . . 

I must now add another page to the dread- 
ful horrors of slavery. The bark Julia, which 
I have twic6 mentioned before, after sailing 
with 700 slaves, was eight days afterwards 
wrecked on the Bassas da India Rocks, when 
eveiy soul perished except the Captain and 
three of the crew, who escaped to the Macuz^ 
H 3 
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in a small gig. The current had drifted them 
close to the breakera before thej kne? their 
dimger, and they had barely time to get oat 
of her before she opened and went down. 

.Thus, in the short space of six months, I 
have detailed the nntimely end of 1,200 Ne- 
groes, by fire*, diseasef, and -vreckj ; and the 
suffering they must have endured -whilst being 
driven from the interior must have thinned 
considerably the original number; for fre- 
quently hare I seen them, soon after their 
uriTal at Qoillimane, mere skeletons, -with 
death depicted in their countenances. 

I saw the schooner on the beach: she was 
not coppered, and about ninety tons burden; 
and on board this were 400 human beings 
crammed for a passage across the Atlantic. 

It was said that Faulo Roderique, the 
Captain of the Defensivo, was at Delagoa Bay 
or Inhamban with a large brig, endeavouring 
to get a cargo of slaves; and X afterwards 
leamt from the boatswain of our prize, the 
Isabel, that the name of the brig was the 

* 300 bnrat in a baratjoon. 
t 200 in Black schooner. t 700 in Julia. 
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Lagunence, and tliat she was at Inhambaa ; 
luid this information proved quite correct, u 
vill be seen in the sequel. 

On the 16th I roused up the whole hoofie at 
daybreak, being exceedingly anxious to get 
over the bar, so aa not to have Dr. Peters in 
the boat all night. Hoverer, I could not 
get away under an hour, and lost the land- 
breeze before I was halfway down the river; 
and the sea-breeze setting in strong, I became 
very anxious, particularly when I found, on 
closing the bar, that it was breaking heaTily 
across, which obliged me to anchor in a heavy 
sweU for four bonis, which tried my poor 
patience very severely ; but the breakers fiul>- 
siding vrith the flood tide, I cracked on a 
heavy press of sail, and got on board by eight 
o'clock; and Captain Wyvill had his side- 
cabin prepared for Dr. Peters, who was much 
exhausted. Never did I feel greater satis- 
faction than when I saw him in a comfortable 
cot, and rejected that I had perhaps been an 
instrument in the hands of Providence for the 
preservation of a valuable life. 

The Commanders of the Sappho and Bittern 
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wen on board wlien I arriTed, and I leamt 
tliat ttie latter had been to Mokamba fiay 
with a brig under Brazilian coloura, vhidi she 
had detained off Qaillimane, after driring a 
brigantine on shore. Her name was the Don 
Pedro; and, after ranch difficulty, she was 
found to be enga^d in the Blare trade by the 
Mixed Oommiflsion at Sierra Leone — the man 
■who was acting as steward proving to be the 
sui^;eon, having a considerable share in the 
Toyage, The name of the brigantine I found 
to be the Feliz. 

On the 17th, Caswell sailed in our prize 
brig for the coast of Madagascar, where we 
had left our guns; and on the 18th we 
weighed in company with the two brigs, 
and parted — ^the Bittern standing to north- 
ward, the Sappho for the land, and the Cleo- 
patra for the Murderer's Reefs. On the 21st, 
I hoarded the Minerva, an American whaler, 
who "gneEsed" he had seen a suspicious-looking 
bartiue off Loabo, under French colours, the 
day before we captured the Isabel, which 
proved to be one and the same vessel. On 
the 29th we anchored in seventsen fathoms, 
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on the coast of Madagascar, a1)out three miles 
from the land, in lat. 22° 30' South, and, as it 
subsequentlj proved, about four or fire miles 
to the northward of the reef where we had 
grounded and throvn our guns overboard; 
and at daylight on the foUoving morning the 
boats vere sent, manned and armed, in charge 
of Lieutenant Norman, in search of the spot ; 
but on that and the following evening the 
boats returned after a fruitless search. 

On the Ist of August the boats lei^ as before, 
uid the carpenters were set to work to make 
two frames for glasses to examine the bottom; 
aod the Captain went in the galley to try to 
catch a black fellow to shew us where the guns 
were, and chased a canoe which made for the^ 
shore, and, on landing, it required consider- 
able coaxing and amicable signs to induce the 
savages to approach, and thby then could not 
make tbemselvea understood, although evi- 
dently well aware of the late treacherous 
attack of their countrymen. In the mean- 
time a small boat was sent with glasses, and 
no sooner was one of them placed in the 
water, than the pinnace was foimd to be ' an- 
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chored over the lost cable, tMcIi 'was a soorce 
of great satisfaction to us, as ve knew that 
the gons could not be far off, aad a boat iras 
left there all night. In the morning all the 
boats commenced seardiing for the guna with 
three glasses, which, irom their great Mmplitnty 
and nsefulness, should be made in cTeij ship. 
This is done bj constructing a frame, the bottom 
of which is a square of glass, and on the top, 
which is rather tapered, is a corer with a round 
hole of about three inches in diameter; and 
with this the small objects at the bottom maj 
be discoyered. About 7 A.M. Parker espied 
bits of old nippers, &c., and soon after one of 
the eight-inch guns, which we immediately 
buojed; and the barge and pinnace were 
lashed together with strong oak planks, and 
shears were erected, plumbing the centre of 
the opening between them, and with the 
assistance of three men, who were fortu- 
nately good divers, Norman succeeded in 
getting it into the pinnace, and bringing it 
on board. 

On the following day we made an attempt 
to reach the other guns, but a heavy ground- 
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sveH was setting in, and the vhole line of 
coast was one complete sheet of foam, vith 
erident symptomfi of an approaching gale; 
consequently we got the boata in and pre- 
pared for sea. On Sunday and Monday the 
swell increased, and we were rolling the miun 
deck guns under, the wind being nearly along 
shore; and in the evening of the latter day 
it so increased that the Captain deemed it 
prudent to weigh, which we did in good style, 
working the capstans separately with two 
messengers. 

On Tuesday, August 8th, after being 
nearly becalmed all night, the boats were 
despatched at daylight, in my chatge — the 
master preceding me in . tihe galley ; and, 
after a pull and sail of thirty miles, we found 
the cask which had been left as a buoy over 
the stream anchor, and soon had our boats 
moored over the eight-inch gun, with the 
shears rigged, and, after three narrow escapes 
of losing it by the slipping of the strops, &c, 
I had the satisfaction of lodging it safely in 
the bottom of the pinnace. We then took 
half an hour to dinner, and got orer the 
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thirty-t-wo pounder, which gave me mudi 
anxiety and trouble, as ve conld juat see the 
neck-ring sticking out of the coral, the rest of 
the gun .being completely buried. 

I was on the point of giving it up for the night, 
the aun being just on the horizon. I had sent 
a cutter to the ship for the rain-awninga and 
the lump ■mtii the anchor and chain, vhen I 
offered, as a forlorn hope, fire dollars' reward 
to any man vho would dive and reere a piece 
of three-yam nettle-atuff through a small hole 
which they had dug with a marUnespike. 
A young fellow named Kirkaldie dived, and 
succeeded. I married the end to a length of 
two-inch, coaxed it through the neck-ring, and 
up came the gun with a good hearty song 
from our lads, who were so pleased that they 
disdained the slow process of heaving it up 
with the windlass. At 7 h. 30 m. we got 
alongside, and soon saw our barkers in their 
old places, after a da/s work that every 
one of us will long remember. The ship 
had stood in during the day, and anchored, 
and we remained until the following morning, 
hoping that Caswell would make hia appear- 
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ance in our prize, for vhich ve began to feel 
some little anxiety. 

Daring our stay here 'we had seen a few 
canoes in shore, but they appeared anxious to 
aroid any commnnication vith us. At low 
water the reefs are quite dry, and form a 
lagoon, about a mile or a mile and a-half 
wide, which seems to extend all along the 
coast, rendering it safe for the natives to 
work up and down in their smallest canoca 
to gather I'oseiUe, a kind of moss, which 
produces a beautiiul scarlet dye, and is an 
article of great trade between Tallear and St. 
Augustine's Bay and the Mauritius. 

On Friday, August 9th, we sailed from 
Murderer's reefe with lighter hearts and more 
pleasing anticipations than when, four months 
before, we were surrounded by our dead and 
dying shipmates, with a part of our armament 
destroyed, and great doubt as to the amount 
of injury sustained by the ship. On the fol- 
day we anchored in St. Augustine's Bay, and 
remained three days to water and get fresh 
provisions. Prince Willie pretended to be 
very indignant at the treacherous attack of 
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King Baba, and told some of the officers 
tbat he had three bullocks and tvo female 
eUres, which he had taken from the enemj,^ 
and intended them for Captain Wyrill. 

On the 24th of Anguat, after a famous pas- 
sage, ve anchored in Simon'^ Bay, and foand 
there the Oomwallis, Winchester, Isis, Conway, 
and Thunderbolt, and in a few days we heard 
that our prize barque, the Isabel, had been 
wrecked in Algoa Bay, and on September 
13th Alexander and his crew joined, having 
lost their kits. Several men were severely 
bruised, but fortunately no lives were lost. 
As soon aa the vessel struck, her keel remained 
fixed, and her whole upper works parted and 
drove on the beach. She was old and rotten, 
and built with spike nails instead of bolts. 

On the 1 1th the Bittern arrived, and gave us 
the welcome intelligence of the safety of onr 
prize brig, which had left St. Augustine's Bay 
before them, and she arrived safely on the 
16th. Both vessels were condemned in the 
Admiralty Court, the brig having no papers, 
and those of the b^xjue being false. 
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LABGK EXPOKT OF SLATES. NATIVES OP THB ZOULD 

CODMTRY. IMMINENT DANQEB OP A PORTDOnKSK 

BRIO. HIPPOPOTAMCa POIWT. AN OLD FRIEND.— 

BOARD THE JPAVO ADELAIDE. — INTERVIEW AND 
DINNER wrFH THE OOTERNOR OF HAJDNQA. ALEX- 
ANDER'S WHISKERS. THE GOTEBNOR'B GUARD. — HIS 

DRESS. — FUNIBBMBHt OF A CULPRIT. — THE QUEEN OF 
MAJUNQA. — RELIOION OF THE NATIVES. — SUSPICIOUS 
CRUIZER. — HORSA R0R8A. — INTERVIEW WITH THE 
NEW flOTESNOB OF QIIILLUtANB.— OAFTURE OF A 



Os the 20th of October, we anchored 
off QoillimaDe, and on the Slst, Parker 
and mjself, took the boats up to the toira, 
There we arrived about 11. a.m., and the 
house of our kind friend, Azredo, was soon 
crowded with all the inhabitants to congratulate 
Dr. Peters on his recovery and improved ap- 
pearance. On our waj up the river I boarded 
the American brigantine. Porpoise, and the 
bqat'fl crew recognized two of the men who 
had belonged to our prize, the Defensive ; she 
had also as passengers, bound to Rio, Paulo 
Roderique, the captain of the said Defensiro, 
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and Taraces a alave-agent, to vrhom. our prize, 
tKe Isabel, had been consigned. I learnt that 
since our departure in July, Paulo Roderiquo 
had been Tery active in shipping slaves 
at Inhambau, and Belagoa Bay, baring 
succeeded in getting off tvo veasels with 
500 and 600 from the former place, and 
one with 400 from the latter. The first 
tvro of the above mentioned, are the 
Lagunence, reported by the boatswain of the 
Isabel as being on the coast, and the Kentucky, 
the same brig that was off the town of Quilli- 
mane with the' Anna, both under American 
colours. The latter we captured off Luabo, 
fully equipped for the slave trade. 

Off the town I found a rakish-looking 
Portuguese brig, called the Juavo Adelaide, 
late the Auriente, and before that the Ameri- 
can dipper, Colombia. Her captain requested 
me to visit her, and tell him if there was any- 
thing on board likely to get him into a scrape. 
I found that she was in ballast, and fitted 
for passengers, amongst whom were all the 
slave agents but one, who merely remans to 
collect some money, and has written to his em- 
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plojera to sa^, tiiat it is impossible to carry 
on tlie trade, whilst the coast is bo well gaarded. 
At a subsequent period, I learnt that this brig 
had been purchased at Angola, by a Major 
Oampos, who came to QuillimaQe for the 
ostensible purpose .of agriculture, but he soon 
died of fever in a hut, after purchasing a num- 
ber of slavea for exportation ; and no doubt 
this very brig would hare made a run, had we 
not been on the coast. 

The whole of the interior was oremm by a 
tribe from the Zoulu country, in the neighbour- 
hood of Delagoa Bay, called by the different 
names of Vatuas, Laudins, or Mapazetas : they 
are represented as being exceediDgly cruel, de- 
stroying every thing in their way, and giving 
no quarter to man, woman, or child; still their 
object does not appeal" the forming any new 
settlement, and they remain quiet for three or 
four years, and then destroy the whole face of 
the country with fire and arrows. Their 
present irruptions seem to have been caused by 
the Boers Irom Natal having taken possession 
of their land, and driven them amongst the 
tribes in the neighbourhood of the Portuguese 
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possessions, vltich can liordlj be called B^e 
from their ravages. BTen a few miles from the 
forts {so caSed), the soldiers in these are for 
the most part composed of tribes ^rho consider 
the Landins inTulnerable, and never attempt to 
stand before them, and the very few Europeans 
amongst them are convicts from Lisbon, worn 
oat bj disease and debased bj crime. 

I took the -water-casks np mth me, but 
finding the water very bad at the town, I sent 
the boats up a branch of the river, named 
the Licuara ; but they could not ascend fai 
enough in one day, and returned unsuccessful ; so 
I filled up with the best I could get, and made 
several attempts to get out to the ship, but found 
the bar impassable, and on the 25th I went 
on howd the Portuguese brig, which had 
dropped down the river and was getting under 
wei^ with a light wind, a heavy swell, and a 
strong ebb tide. I offered my assistance which 
was declined, and ten minutes afterwards, she 
was in one of the most awful predicaments a 
ship ever escaped from. The current had set 
her into the midst of the breakers, one of 
which struck her on her broadside, miaking a 
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dean breach orer her, as high as the topB. 
Erery thing «as in the greatest confusion on 
hoard, sails flying in all directions, some up, 
others half np or down, and to complete the 
folly of the thing, down vent the anchor, which 
brought her head on to the current, and stern 
to the breakers, one of which pooped her, nn- 
sliipped and broke her rudder, and started the 
whole of the stem frame. They then managed 
to weigh, and drifted into deep water, vhere 
they anchored. 

All this occurred in less time than I have been 
writing it, and while 1 was pulling round the 
breakers as hard as I could, with the hope 
of saving some of their lives, I felt con- 
Tioced that she must have gone to pieces. 
When I got on her deck they had not recovered 
from their fright, and all ' looked as pale as 
gb(»ts, excepting the Captain, who seemed to 
be the only man on board with his wits about 
him, and he told me that his men were all petri- 
fied, and had dropped on their knees to pray the 
moment the brig struck. The pilot, through 
whose ignorance the disaster had occurred, 
came up to me in the most polite way, and 
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offered to take my boat to tiie ship, hy a very 
safe passage. Nice dismterest«d joong man. 
He had that moniing told me that it vas not 
&afe to attempt the bar ; bat nov that his otd 
launch had broken adrift from the stem of the 
bri^ and was cutting all kinds of capers in the 
breakers, he wanted me to pick her up ; bat 
finding that I did not wish to be under an 
obhgation to him, he sent his slaves out in a 
cockle-shell of a thing, against which proceed- 
ing I stronglj' but unsuccessfully protested,' 
never eipectiiig to see them again. Howerer 
poor darkie went, and managed to reach tiie 
launch and bring her in with the flood-tide, 
bub lost the cockle-shell. 

I remained on board the brig until half-flood, 
when we steered her in with a boat on each 
quarter, Parker taking the helm of the pinnace, 
and I that of the bai^, and it was with the 
utmost difficulty that I persuaded them to make 
sufficient sail to weather a sand bank, and even 
as it vas, a breaker curled up close to the stern 
of the-barge. Leaving her at Hippopotamus 
Point, I took the Captain and Azvedo's brother 
to the town, dined there, had a long chat wIAl 
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Dr. Peters, and retamed to the Point in the 
ni^t. The following morning at daj^light, I 
got orer a smooth bar, and arrived on boim], 
having been absent six days, heartily tired of 
sleeping in the boat, where anxietj and hard 
boards soon knocks one up. One night I 
started up about 2. A. m., declared it was day- 
light, and got under weigh, much to the dis- 
comfort of all hands, and had to anchor again 
for several hours ; all this in boats loaded with 
stock, water, irnit, &c., with a dangerous bar 
staring one in the face, is anything but agree- 
able, and requires a constitution of iron. 

The Helena had sailed for Zanzibar during 
our absence, and I was much disappointed at 
not seeing more of my old friend and messmate, 
Cfharles Forsyth, whom I had just time to shake 
by the hand the day we anchored, when he 
came on board, after boarding our old friend 
the Domingo Oardoza &om Mozambique. By 
her we were all much concerned to hear of the 
deaths of Moraes, the secretary, and Cardoza. 
the collector of customs. The former was 
imiversally esteemed as a most upright and 
just person, and to the tatter's hospitality we 



)ji.:a..i. Google 



1/0 THR GOTBSN0B-<IEHXBlli WBECEED. 

vere indebted for three or four dajs' amasemenl 
at Oarba^eii*. 

We learnt from ibe Heleira that she hod 
taken the Govemor-Goieral to Mozambique 
&om Sofala, vhere be had been wrecked in 
the Ca^adrae, a small brig, and had wrtttm 
to the GoTsmor*^ Quillimane to ask the assiB- 
tance of the first English man-of-var tJbat 
touched there. Poor old man. at his time c£ 
life, he ooght to be quietly at home vith a 
■vife to take care of him, instead of cruising 
f^ut amongst masquitoes and miasma, in a 
rotten old brig. So mnch fen* being an old 
batchetorl 

We continued cruising between Luabo and 
.the Macnz^, without seeing anything until the 
evening of November 8th, when about 9 p.m. I 
■was packed off in a great hurry to board a brig, 
which proved to be the Domingo Oard(»a from 
Quillimane once more. The dd bnitel many a 
chase has she given as, and such a thiitg in the 
shape of a vessel yon never saw. She is like » 
coffin rose upon, and her channels are so close 
to the water that it requires not a little care 
to keep from under them. Her quarters are 



..y Google 



BOABD IBS JUATO ADBLAIDB. 171 

OTerbimg with cbairs and tables the property 
•of the Baoyan passengers, who always can; 
lihedr aUvith them. This splendid specimen of 
A&ican sb^t-building is generally called the 
Biacoito, from the uomber of little leaks aU 
'Orer her, aad a ^ream of dear water is cqup- 
tmually nmning from her pumpa 

On NoTember the 10th, we obserred the 
Joaro Adelaide coming out of the rirer, and 
in the night I boarded her, and found that she 
had got a new rudder, the iron work of which 
had been made by a slave of Azredo's, vhoat 
brother I found on board ill widi the fever, 
and sent the boat hac^ for O'Hagan, who 
returned with Piers, and gave him some medi- 
cine. I learnt that Br. Peters and JtHm QoTep> 
nor had started for Beuna on the Sth. 

The following day the Bittern arriTed from 
the Cape, and we remained at anchor together 
&3r two days, when she sailed for Inhamban, 
in consequence of the information I had ro- 
ceiTsd at QuiUimane: much to our regret^ 
Norman went in the brig, for in Mm we 
lost a worthy aad cheerful messmate. 

On the 16th, I boarded the Fortugoase 
I 2 



..y Google 



172 INTBBVIEW WITH 

Img-of-mr Don Joan de Oastro, four dajs 
from Mozambique, on her v&j to Sofala fox 
the stores and masta of the Ca9adore; and 
as she was to remain on the coast for some 
^e, Captain WttUI thooght it a good oppor- 
tonity to complete our water, and we made 
sail for Majonga, whwe we arrived on the 
'22nd. We found at anchor here, the Frendi 
con^ette Zel^ and learnt from her that a 
Frendi sqnadron, consisting of a line of battle 
ship, two steamers, and other vessels, had 
latelj arrived at Nos Beh ; and indeed their 
movements in these parts look very auspicious, 
for during her stay the corvette's boats were 
constantly sounding the anchorage, and making 
a careful survey of the whole place. 

Caswell and myself were sent on shore to 
wait on the CK)vemor and ascertain the facili- 
ties for watering: we were accompanied by 
Mamoudjee, who acted as interpreter, Kud on 
arriving at the gate of the fort, found ,it 
guarded as before, with a sentry on each aide> 
their moskets meeting in the centre, so as to 
lock the bayonets which were not with- ' 
drawn, tmtil permission was sent down from 
the Governor, yfe were received with a 
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guard as before, "sapportiDg anrts," and, 
approaching the Oovemor hat in hand, vera 
received -with a heartj shake hy the hand, and 
a sign to sit down. Oasweil took the post of 
honour next to the Goremor, and the inter- 
preter sat opposite to us, about t'welTe officers 
ranging themselTes in a half cirde, dressed iit 
their red coats and buttoned up to the chin. 
They seemed to have had a &esh import- 
ation from America lately, eagles, MasBachao 
netts, and no end to States, figuring on their 
buttons. 

The Governor commenced asking numerons 
questions, irhich Mamoudjee interpreted in 
the following style: — "The Governor, he ask 
how the captain been, and how all the 
officers been, since the ship been here last? 
How many places the ship go to, and what 
the news from all those places V Eleven places 
were enumerated, which made them open their 
eyes. We told them of our disaster at Mur- 
derer's reefs, and the Goremor expressed him- - 
self very sorry, but had no idea of the locality, 
and could not enlighten us as to who the peo* 
^e were. All he could say was, that they 
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Tere not Oras, bnt a rsce vha Trould take a 
Bfe for a poc^t handkerchief. 

We presented the captain's compfimoitSr 
and offered to BiJate the G-OTemor, if he ■would 
retom it, and isTited him to go on board. 
This, however, I raideiBtand, is out of hia 
power, not only being .agtunst the orders of thg 
Queen, but because also he is surrounded hy 
spies and people, who, they fear, might take 
possession of the fort. 

As soon as he found that we wanted twenty 
bullocks, the Goremor invited the captain, 
Caarell, and myself to diuner on. &e following 
day at ^even o'do<A, whidi we accepted; and 
sEber discussing a bottle of diampagn^ w« 
ntired with the same honours, and on my way 
down I paid my friend the colofoel a Tisity 
vlunn I found laid np witii the fi^er. 

We found two wells near the beadi, with 
good water; but they were so choked up with 
mud and stones, that the engine pnmped diem 
dry in a few minutes, and we were neatly 
starting for Nos Beh, when, on digging down 
abrat two feet, we came to a fine spring, which 
eiabled ns to get forty tons a day. 
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About half-past eleren vfe started for the 
Sort, havnig been, detained bj s shower, and 
arriTed abont soon. The partj consisted of 
the captain, GasweS, Alexander, Fien, O'Hagan, 
Marsh, and mjset^ and I 'was Terj Borrj 
that I conld not perauade Jauck to gp. We 
irere receired with the same hononrs as before, 
and the OoTemor and Oaptain were soon " hail 
Mlow well met" The table vr&a laid ^th a 
length of bed-ticking for a doth, and a very 
good set of tlw old fashioned stone china, with 
deep Qvai dishes. In about a quarter of an 
hour, during which we had been seated accord- 
ing to our r^iks, a largo dish of rice waa 
Iffooght in corered with a white doth, fol- 
lowed by a didi of corned fowl, which waa 
aecred all round d ia soup, and very good it 
was. Up and dowa the centra of the table 
were nnmatms black bottles, Tihidi proved to 
be excellent cherry brandy, aad we had ta 
drink it. all dinnot time, mixing it with water. 
The curry being remored, tlisy brcmght in roast 
herons, and wild duck with Bi»iuu:h, and the 
kernel of the cashsw-sut stewed as a t^o* 
table. Behind each guest was a Sacalara giri. 
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irith a fan to keep the flies off: their features 
are rather good, with hair of the frizdy sort, 
between silk and wool, and apparently very 
popnlouB, affording them ample employment 
for their nails ; and my nymph appeared to 
tickle my ear, and go as near to my nose as 
possible, without tondiing it, to driTe away 
the flies. 

' The Malagache part of the company ex- 
pressed great admiration for Alexander's 
karge bushy whiskers, and his neighboor kept 
continually feeling them, and declared, that 
eould the Queen see him, he would be a 
great faTourite. My right hand Mend said to 
me: — "How he get waistcoats all the same 
dat: he share plenty too much? me like waist- 
coats very much all the same dat" All eyes 
were fixed on poor Ale<^ and we had a 
. hearty laugh, and he nearly blushed. After 
sitting for about an hour after dinner, we 
retired to the top of the house, which com- 
mands rather a pretty prospect. The guard 
were drawn up in the square under us, and I 
inquired how mimy soldiers the Governor 
had under his command, and was told, that 
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tiiere were about 3,500 in the neighbour- 
hood. 

They are fine-looking men, and with their 
dark skinB and white waistcloths look veiy 
picturesque. Thej are all armed with musketa 
and spears: the latter they plant in a line 
before them, and go through their drill with 
tbe English word of command. We expressed 
a wish to see them put through their facings, 
and after sundrj lame attempts, all thej could 
get through was shoulder and order arms: thej 
gave the word " Rear rank, take close order," 
when they were already closed up, and vice 
versd; plainly shoving that their fine English 
word of command was all parrot work. How- 
ever, they are not at all to be despised. 

Qn the Monday, we commenced watering at 
4 A.M., but heavy rains obliged us to leave off 
early in the afternoon. -However, we got off 
eight of the bullocks, writiog of which reminds 
me that the Governor, after dinner on Satur- 
day, when he thought our hearts were open 
with his good cheer, tried to get the captaiiL 
to give twelve, instead of ten dollars for each 
bullock, in which of coarse he was foiled, 
I S 
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tmning the langh against himselE If he had 
Bocceeded, he would have deseired credit fijr 
maldag hb paj for our dnmere. 

On Tuesday, ve completed our water and 
bollocks, and sailed the next day ; but I mmt 
tdl yon a little more about this extratmliDaij 
people, before I get orer again to our old craiB- 
ing ground. On Sunday, we strolled about, and 
called on the Goremor, who receiTed us in an 
npstwra room, with open lattice work on each 
oAe, making it delightfully cool and pleasant 
Here we discussed the exorbitant prices ni 
fowls, rice, geese, and a bottle of Champagne, 
and hia sable Excellency wanted very much to 
know if the captain and officers had any gold 
lace, epaulettes, or coats to sell, and he wanted 
one very huge pair of epaulettes for gr^nd 
occasions. He was dressed in a fustian shooting 
coat, nankin trousers, and a. carpet cap, and 
is not at all a bad-looking man. 

Whilst choosing the buUocks, one of the 
marines complained to me that one of the 
oatites had stolen twenty-four handkerchiefe 
bdonging to Alexander, and that one of tbe- 
wom^ knew the thief. I immediately told 
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UhmoBdjee that imless the thief vva fmad, 
and the proptaty reriiOTed, I would hare no 
mon to do irith hiio. Aceordm^y, soLdiwa 
Twe sent in all c^rections, and soon btoq^ 
back the stolen goods and the colprit^ who 
Tas a poor miserable diseased er^tnre, corered 
vith crav crair, and I certainly vaa not at all 
pr^ared to see him boSgx so urrerdy for his 
pilfering. 

Arabs, Banyans, soldiers, and Malagaches 
got hold of some iD^niment of panish- 
ment ; covs' tails, strips c£ the palm leaf 
knotted, ropes' ends, and sticks Trere in great 
xcqmBition, and need most . aomercifully on 
the body of the almost naked wretch, as he 
was dragged to a post, and seized up by the 
hands, bleeding at the month, and crying most 
piteoualy, and I really thought they intended 
to beat the poor deril to de^h, and iuteriered, 
•aying, that he had suffered enough, and waa 
''|4enty sidt;" but they said nobody dared 
Ut him go but myself, sfr I seized a clasp 
kaife, and eut tha seizings, teUing him to be 
off and steal no more. 

Soon after, the GoTemor came down with his 
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suite, Emd hearing vrba,t had happened, seat the 
culprit to the fort; and firom -what I heard I 
tDQch feared they vould cut his head off, so 
Ljall, and mjsel^ earnestly hegged the Go- 
vernor to let hun off; but he said the lav Qiiist 
be carried into execation, promising, howeTa*, 
to conrej our request to the Queen. On a 
subsequent visit, I found that the man died in 
the fort. 

The Queen, thej Bay, leads a moat extrara- 
gant life, residing in a palace said to be of sil- 
ver; but the truth I behere is, that it is a small 
place built bj Radama, and thinly coated 
vith silver. Her present favourite and prime 
minister is a sworn brother of the Governor of 
Majunga, they having cut each other^ breast^ 
and tasted the blood ; and after going throng 
this ceremony, they risk life and everyliiing 
else for each other. The heir to the throne is 
a lad about fifteen, and is about to make a 
tour round all the different Ora forts and 
possessions. A house has been built at Tenene* 
rivo, twelve stories high, for which they have 
sent for large chandeli^iB &om England or 
France. 
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I could find oat very little about their re- 
ligion. They admit the existence of a God, but 
seem to haTe verj little idea of a future state. 
At one time, the miseioDaries made great pro- 
gress; but claimiug too many privileges for 
^eir conTerts, Ohristianitj was forbiddeo under 
pain of death by the present Queen and her 
advisers. Many of the people still talk of Mr. 
Griffiths, who vTote a book in their language, 
and seeniij to have been a great favourite 
amongst- them. Their soldiers have no pay, 
and Then sick there is no hospital. The punish- 
ment for desertion is burning. 

The moraU of these people are at the 
lovest possible ebb; still they have some 
redeeming points; and however much they 
may endeaTour lo cheat in making a bar- 
gain, their hospitality, when once under their 
roof, is unbounded. I overheard an old 
Bailor say, that they were never better treated 
in their lives ; " for if you goes into their 
houses they axes you to sit down, and take 
tile best they hare, and that's more than 
they would do for you at Portsmouth or Ply- 
mouth, without making you pay." Just before 
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I went off to the ship, I sold 1117 old coat, for 
a bullock. 

Thej have a great trade with &e Ame- 
licans, in hidea and ebony. Marks, the 
American agent, ships annually 15,000 at a 
dollar each, for which tiiej get three dollars in 
the States. 

On NoTeraber 27 we left Bembatooka Bay, 
and on the Ist of December were standing 
into Mozambique with a &ir wind, and made 
so certain of being at uichor within the hcnir, 
that divine service was not performed; but on 
neariug the shore a strong current set us to 
the southward; and although under a heavy 
press of sail, going nine knots, we could not 
gain an inch, and the following morning ah^)ed 
a course for Quillimane, wbere we anived ob 
tiie 5th, and boarded a small schooner fron 
Mozambique, laden with lime. Alexander 
thinking her suspicious, I was sent to examina 
her papers, and found her commanded by aa 
old acquaintance of mine, named Gha^as, wlia 
once paid me the compliment of wishing esfgj^ 
En^shman but myself at the hotioBk of tim 
RedSea. 
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TImi fbllcnvii^ day I dined vith the csp^ 
tain, and Tc^anteTed mj seirices to go np 
to the town for stock and information ; conae- 
^entlj, accompanied by Parker and O'Hagan, 
I vmt on board the schooner on the 7th, and 
made sail about 11 X.M. for the bar, vith « 
fine fair 'wind; but one little craft, being no 
dipper, made bat little progresa, and the hot 
tropical Bon made us veiy thiretj, bo vre soon 
had recourse to a hamper veil stored with 
beer, porter, mm, and a round of beef, the 
effects of which were soon visible on Senhor 
Gra^a, who began to see donble, and kept 
oontinnally shouting, " Horaa, horsa," (Luff, 
luff) ; and in three minutes we should hare 
been in the breakers, and reduced to ranishing 
fractions, had I not made signals to the old 
oontre-maitre, who was at the helm, and 
piloted her in myself. My friend Horsa, hor- 
sa. Boon lost his equihbiium, and remained 
hoTv de combat until late in the erening, when 
ve an<^ored off the town, and I found, much 
to my regret, that our iriend Azvedo was gone 
into the interior for fifteen days. 
Howerer, I landed, and had a palarer with his 
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blacks, and called on the old GbTemor, who had 
just returned from Ohiponga, having been re^ 
called from hie Gorernment, and superseded. 
From him I leanit the welcome intelligence that 
tnj friend Dr. Peters had arrived at Senna, in 
aafety, and had started for Tete in good health. 
Having no offer of beds, I returned to the 
schooner, and we pigged it out in the least 
miserable waj we could. 

In the morning, Senhor Isidore, the collec- 
tor of the customs, came on board, and begged 
as to take up our abode at his house, in the 
absence of our friend, which kind invitation 
we gladly accepted ; but previous to going 
there, paid the new Governor, Manuel Abreu 
Madeira, a visit. We found him laid up in his 
bed with a severe fever, and exceedingly low ; 
and verj fortunately O'Hagan had taken np 
medicines with him, and undertook to eet him 
on his legs again. We then .breakfasted at 
Senhor Isidore's, who received us most hos- 
pitably, and made as quite at home, sending 
his blacks to wash our clothes and provide for 
all our wants. 

In the evening, I went alone to see the 
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OoTetnor, and found that he had not taken 
the medicine ve had sent him, fearing that 
it might have passed through the bands of some 
of the Portugaese, whose good will towards 
him he much doubted from his aTowed in- 
tention of suppressing the Slare Trade; hut 
on mj aasuriog him that Dr. O'Hagan had 
brought it from the ship and mixed it Iiim- 
Belf, be took it; and the good effects were 
quite Tisible the next day, when I called and 
had a long conversation with him respecting 
the slare trade, which he professed to abomi- 
nate, and determined to use all his power to 
stop, at Quillimane. I assured him that 
Captain Wyyill was most anxious to co-ope- 
late with the Portuguese authorities, and 
afford him the assistance of Her Majest/s 
ships under his command : however, he was 
so weak, that the doctor forbid him to talk 
and Excite himself. 

On calling on my old acquaintance Said 
Hamza, he seemed much hurt that I had not 
paid him a visit on the day of my arrival, 
saying, "What for, my friend, no come see me 
irhen I got something good to tell himi" 
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Thia qteech, vith a little mjsberj ia hs 
matmer, bood made me snspect that he wished 
me to meet him h^f w&j — ^in fact, to ofifeir 
him a bribe. In the meantime, an Arab came 
in, looking aa if he vas afraid tiiat ereij 
piece of farnitare in the room -waa going tn 
spring up in testimonj' against him, — winking 
hifi eye, waving his hand, and begging me not 
to spUt on him if lu told me something. Ha 
then asked me how much I would give him, 
and if I would get him a passage to Mozam.- 
Idque on his informing me hoT I could get 
hold of a slave. Howerei^ I forbore to ctan^ 
promise mjself with him, and took it very 
eooUj, plainly seeing that his and Said Hamza'a 
were one and the same story ; and after a littk 
beating about the bush with the latter I made 



And now I learnt that, fifteen days before; 
800 slayes had marched frtoi Qoillimaim 
for the River Mariangombe, off which was 
a brig at anchor waiting to ship them by 
means of a dow, whidi had been taken as a 
smugger by the late €h3Temor, sad afterwards 
released and hired fpr this puippse. Tb* 
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captain of her had only left the toTm four 
days. Fortunately a brig was to sail the 
next mommg for Inhamban, and I wrote a 
few lines bj her to Captain Wyrill, who im- 
mediately on the receipt of my letter, got 
trader 'Wra^, and on the morning of the 13th 
discoTered the brig at anchor off Marian- 
gombe, and drove her on shore with 420 slaves 
on. board, the particulars of vhidi I will relate 
m a future page. 
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ExcuneioK ikto thr interior. — establishment or 

MORDAIW. — A DINNER WITH HIM DBSCBIBBD. — HB- 

BHIO. — WARNED AGAINST LIONB. BLACK BOYS GLEEP- 

INO. — NATIVE BRICK-MAKINQ. — RRTCRN TO QCILLI- 

MANE. HOW OUR BBAKBSS WERE PAID. CHRISTMAS 

PRESENTS. — BROWN, THE COXSWAIN. — CAPTURE OP A 

SLATE BRIO DESERTED BY HER CRBW. HEK HE- 

ETRUCTION BY FIRR. SAID UAMZA AGAIN. INPOKM- 

BUS AGAINST SLATE-DEALERS. 

Wishing to make the most of our time and 
see as much as possible of the interior, vre 
hired t'^enty blacks to carry ua in machilas, 
and on the 10th, started at six o'clock in 
the morning vith a double-barrelled gnu, 
and four bearers eadi. The norelty of tiie 
whole thing put ua in high spirits, and the 
shouts and antics of the darkies kept ua in a 
roar of laughter. The first part of the path 
was through a rich plain, well-cultiyated, and 
growing rice, calavances, and Indian com. On 
each side of this plain are mango, cashev, and 
various sorts of the palm-trees in most luxuri- 
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ant foliage, dot and then for a mile or so 
aSbrding the moat delightful shade ; but at - 
other places the grass vas high and rank, 
springing from an unhealthy svamp, and 
Bwarming with myriads of mnaquitoea, which 
made us pay toll aa .we passed. "We then got ■ 
into a flat monotonous country, the land all 
burnt up and the path intersected with large 
cracks, shewing that during the rainy season 
it must be all under water. 

Not a hill or the outline of a mountain can be 
aeen, and the only sign of man was the solitary 
path we. were trarelling by. Now and then we 
met a party of blacks of from eight to twelve 
wending their way towards the town with bun- 
dles of dried meat, &c.: they invariably stepped 
out of the road, clapped their hands twice, 
and drew back their right feet. The women put 
their feet together, and making an inclination 
by bending both knees with their arms crossed, 
saluted us with a broad grin or sometimes a 
half-fearful expression of countenance. Many 
of thera had their children lashed to their 
l>acks sleeping as comfortably as possible. 

We travelled in this manner at the rate of 
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fire miles an hour, now and th^ increasing to 
a ti^nlar run, -with sbonts and sudden erdar 
mations. About ererj ten miautea the foremoEA 
bearers give three taps on the bamboo and 
the irhole force lift the concern tog^er OTer 
their heads and shift shoulders, and abont 
every half hour a fi^sh set of bearers relieye 
them. Our candcade -was moat picturesque 
the reeerre all carrjiog something. One bad a 
basket on his head, another a spear over his 
shoulder vith a mat on it, or some strips of 
elephant's flesh. Fine, sleek, strong-built fellovB 
they are, and &om practice cany an immense 
vei^t, -without galling their shoulders, for a 
whole day. They are not slaves, but Coloms 
from different tribes in the interior, who settb 
in the Portuguese poBsessions, and let them- 
selres out as machila bearera, labourers, &t 
Afier going about ten miles, we came to a 
grove of mango, cocoa-nuts, and caahew-tree^ 
where we hove-to and breakfasted, our kind 
host having provided for our inward man, in 
the shape of cold meat, bread, wine and ^m; 
but more than all these, we enjoyed the nice 
cool milk of the green cocoa-nuts whidi our 
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bearers brouglit to Jis irtth the tops nicely 
sliced off. 

In about half an hour ve again made a 
start, but the path became so narroT that ve 
odIj had two bearers at a time, and had 
thej been slaTea I Bhould not have felt at all 
easy. Even an it was we frequently got 
out and iralked a mile or two, or started off 
to the right or left to shoot birds. Nothing 
oocured to change the scene of this low flat 
coontry but an occaeioual ridge of trees and 
now and then a glimpse of the river, and 
about 10 A.M. we found ourselves amongst the 
huts of a village built on piles about six feet 
from the ground, on the banks of the river 
Licuara, which during the rainy season is 
80 swollen, that the blacks have to paddle 
amon^t their huts in canoes. 

We found it to be one of the stations of the 
Pra^o of Senhor Morgado, who had a great 
number of men cutting wood to build the largest 
boose at Quillimane, and w^ expecting ua. He 
gave us a most hearty welcome, and soon pro- 
duced from a large chest all the necessaries 
Soa: a most exi^Uent breakfast, which consisted 
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of carry, Bnow-white rice, fiah, all kinds of pre- 
serves, mangoes, and capital wine, the more 
acceptable and surprising from being produced 
in one of the most miserable-looking places 
one can well conceire. 

The sun was scorcbingly hot, and we could 
not well venture out without an umbrella, and 
after resting for about an hour watching the 
blacks launching several large cargoes down a 
muddy bank, which was so slippery that 
they carried away painters and floated quietly 
down the stream by themaelyes, "we prepared 
to cross the river, — and a most laughable scene 
it was. Our machilas with their bearers got 
over first in an immense canoe made of a 
single tree hollowed out; and there they were 
floundering about, above their middles in mud, 
yelling, grinning, and struggling with all their 
might to waddle up the bank. On our side the 
mud was so deep that a man could scarcely 
move by himself, but we got one by one on 
two fellows' shoulders, who floundered down to 
the edge of the canoe and dropped us in, 
when we had to sit in the bottom to keep her 
from capsizing. On the opposite side a smaQ 
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c&Qoe iraa let dovn the bank vith a rope 
attached to it, and ve were drawn up Bepa- 
ratelj into a thick jungle, where we had to 
creep under branches and cross streams over 
the broken limbs of trees, after which we 
came to another station consisting of a few 
huts. Here we saw a poor unfortunate wretcU 
eaten np with leprosj : he was a fine-looking 
black, about six feet three inches high, and 
stoat in proportion, doomed to die idoof 
from and shonned bj his fellow men. 

We now went on at a slapping pace, 
having no inducement to stop, in the shape of 
Bcenerr, until we again came to the bank of 
the river, where there was a ford waist-deep, 
which the blacks crossed, carrying the machilas 
over their beads whilst we got into a small 
canoe ; and after sundry narrow escapes from 
turning over, while being tracked down by two 
darkies, we lauded on the same bank of the 
rirer, having merely taken this route to avoid 
a large swamp. 

The country now became more inte- 
resting, being partially wooded and higher. 
The path lay along the bank of the river. 
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»Dd ewry po* and thea we got a abot ab 
maQy-coloured birds, and occasioBallj heard 
l^e ! rustling of gaaelles aad other auimak, 
About 4 P.M. we came in Bight of the esta- 
blishment, situated in the midfib of a great 
number of' immeos© ant-hiUs from twenty (q 
thirty feet high, and fifty to sixty in cir»;raB- 
ferenoe at the bottom, with trees growing oa% 
c£ the sides and top. The scene was a most 
bOTel one, mid when about a quarter of a 
mile off, we all got into our machilas, and 
were met by two drums and a fife, the per- 
formers, on which marched before us with the 
greatest gravity, playing a row-de-dow up to 
the gates of a large white building, where the 
Portuguese flag was flying. We now entered 
a vast square, in the midst of whidi was a 
large neat pigeon-house, and we were all 
struck with the good order and r^ulaiity of 
the whole place. 

On the left was a nice-looking dwelling- 
house ; on the right a large store-house, the 
walls of which were loopholed, and about 
two feet thick. Opposite the gate was » 
comfortable building for the woAing slav^ 
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and h&e and there, in good order, vfet^ 
Several pieces of caimon which had formerly 
belonged to the American corvette Concorde. 
Morgado told us that he intended to wall 
and loophole the jJaceall round as a proteo^ 
tiott against independent tribes of blacks and 
wild beasts. 

At sunset the drums beat, the people are 
mustered, and the colours hauled down, and 
the gates are closed. The married blacks live 
in huts outside, which are barricadoed alt 
round with stakes and branches to protect 
them from lions, which are very numerous and 
constantly prowling about, walking off now 
and then with a stray woman or child. 

We sat down to a moat sumptuous dinner and 
found our host a very amusing person. Could 
we have spoken the language more fluently, I 
Blight have gob much interesting information 
from him. His property is larger than the: 
whole of Portugal, and contains 30,000 inha- 
bitimts, a great part slaves, the rest colonos : 
it produces yearly 280 arobas of ivory. 

The elephants are generally caught during 
the rainy seasdn whm overtaken by the floods, 
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and either drovned, f^ot, or speared. The 
conntTj has immense resource^ 'within itself 
producing iron, copper, and the precious 
metfJs. Coal is abundant and good, but too 
far from the river to be ariulable for steam 
navigation, except during the fioods, Then the 
rirer is navigable all the yraj from Tete, a 
distance of 260 leagues. Much mi^ht be 
done by a company who would pay the Go- 
remors well enough to induce them to discoun- 
tenance the slave and contraband trades; but 
at present the demoralized state of society is 
beyond description. A custom-house without 
duties, a judge without justice, a church with- 
out a priest, bribery, peculation, and disease, 
go hand in hand with slavery and grasping 
avarice. Good health is a thing unknown to 
them, and their faces are the colour of gold. 
They heap up but never live to enjoy in their 
own country. 

An instance of the way in which the 
revenue is defrauded was told me by Hor- 
gado. It appears that the brig Unido, under 
Portuguese colours, anchored off the bar, and 
wished to enter his manifest at the custom- 
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house. "Ko," said the OoTemor, "nnleas you 
ffxe me 3,000 dollars yon shall not come up 
the river." The captain refused, the hrig 
remained off the har, and the people of Quilli- 
mane eent down their lanncheB, loaded them, 
and landed the cargo without paying a far- 
thing of dutj. But as these things are all well 
known and publidj talked aboat amongst 
themselTes, the Govemor never goes without a 
due proportion of eye-water to make him wink. 
The history of this vessel is a curions on^ 
and as she has made a great stir in these sea^ 
since we have been out, I shall give you a 
faint ouliine of her career. When the Oop- 
corde was wrecked at the Macuz^ she was at 
QuiUimane fully equipped and waiting for a 
filave cargo, but was hired by the American 
officers to convey them and their crew to Rio. 
On crossing the bar she was boarded by Craw- 
ley in the Lily's boat, who would have made 
a prize of her, and much offended the Ameri- 
cans by detaining her; . and they swore, "By 
gorl that heaven and eaxHi had combined 
against them." However, she took them safely 
aorosB, and on the way the captain amused 
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them f>7 relating rarioiis anecdotes of hm 
dave voyagM, bragging of haTing thrown sonffi 
overboard, flogged otbera to death, &c., vith 
niarki of great Batisfaction. She then went to 
lisbon and tool in a cargo for the eoaet, 
obtaining from the Portn^ese GrOTemment a 
special license to trade at a reduced duty in 
'all the portfl on the East Coast of Africa, 
where she collected a great quantity of iTOiy, 
And then to complete her cargo vent to Mada- . 
gaacar for rice, vith which she returned to 
Mozambique, and endeavoured to get the Gh>- 
Temor-General to allow her to land it and 
re-ship it that they might take it home as 
■colonial produce. After this ^e was seized 
4)ff Quillimane by the Helena and Bittern, aaS. 
sent to the Cape for a breach of the dare 
-treaty, having taken on board several biadas 
ftt Mozambique in a very irregular kind <A 
may, and havuig a number of suspicious fifr- 
-tings about her. However, she was hlwrated hy 
the Mixed Commission, and the captors were 
-cast in heavy damages, which they refased to 
pay and protested against tihe whole proceed- 
ing Bo that I suppose we shall hear more of it. 
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Amon^t the passengers taken was our old 
Atjqiuuntance Cannadie (of " cot^} de pistolei* 
uotorietj,) and h« got for his ctetention 300/:, 
% larger sum than he Tould have made in six 
years by following his trade of smu^ling 
f^t3 amongst the Arabs at No8 Beh. Thd 
«t^tiuD, Moigado told me, was veil known as 
% most bcccHQplished rascal, having formeriy 
tranmanded a slarer for a person at Rio, and 
getting safely across with his cargo, he sold it 
on his own account at FemMnbuco, and mads 
vS with die money to Lisbon. 

In t^ kind of conversation we passed 
*Way an hour or two over our wine; and 
^oing out to take a little fresh air, our kind 
^at warned us not to go out of the candle* 
-light, as a stray lion might make a small 
ftionthful of ua ; and you may depend we did 
■*Krt require a second caution. Three beds 
^ere made up for us in a sm^ room, imd, as 
tt the (Mstom in these comtries, every window 
iras shut to ke^ out the night-air and 
ttusqmtoea, making it IrightMly close and hot. 
I g4^ up ia the night, and opened the door, 
and was madi amused with the seme befora 
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me. !By the light of a flickering lamp, I 
beheld about a dozen black bojs stretched oat 
on a bit of mat, looking like a heap of arms 
and legs vith a ball of black tooI sticking up 
ererj- here and there. They were sleeping so 
soundly, that I Talked aboat the room 'with- 
out cansicg one of them to stir, and returned 
to my bed feverish and excited, longing for 
daylight, vhich no sooner davned, than I 
jumped up and ordered a baain of cold water, 
and after a refreshing -wash, sallied out to 
explore. Soon after, we got coffee, and after 
Tisiting a very nice vegetable garden, took a 
stroll with our guns, but were soon driTen in 
by the sun. Parker and O'Hagan, however, 
could not resist a cruise along the banks of 
the river, and whilst they were away I had a 
long chat with Morgado about the slaves. 
Several of the boys were before the door 
rubbing each other with cocoa-nut oil, and I 
remarked that several of them were branded 
either on the breast or arm. These, it appear^ 
are brought from the interior, children bom 
ou the estate never being marked. Moigado 
complained that the Hajogos, or natives of 
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Aujozha, constantly ascended the rirera in 
dows, and carried off all the blacks tlicy 
. could lay their han'ds on, vith .impimitj, as 
it would take thirty days to yisit all tho 
stations on his estate, travelling nine miles a 
day. 

About thirty or forty people were making 
bricks, and I hare often been highly amused 
at watching the process. In the first place a 
pit ifl dug, and a quantity of clay thrown into 
it with a proportion of water. Boys of from 
eight to twelve years old are sent into this to 
work it up with their feet, which they do in 
measured time, laying their hands on each 
other's shoulders, and stamping together witli 
their right foot to a chorus of " Whow I Whow ! 
Whow!" When of a proper consistency, the 
day is worked up into about ten-inch balls, 
and each boy carries one on his head to a 
shed, where the women form the bricks in 
moulds, and place them out to dry. A laige 
round pile of fire-wood is then laid, and the 
bricks are baked in the open air. I nev^r 
saw a stone of the smallest size in the whole 
country. 

k3 
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Abont 1 P.M. I "wae ronsed from a com- 
£)rtable nap, and found the yfkoXe establish- 
ment in commotion, and we were aoon going 
^oug at a bnslc trot in our machilas, pre- 
ceded as before by the two drnms and a fife. 
We returned by a much straighter road than 
we came by, and had to cross several branches 
of the river in small canoes, which was at 
times a long and rather hazardous proceed- 
•ing, our company consisting of upwards (rf 
fifty people, and we could form a capital idea 
of the mode of travelling in this country. 
Morgado explained everything to ns on the 
road, kept us well snpplied -withfrigidum sine, 
and about 7 f.h. we entered the tovm, our 
bearers as fresh as when they started, sing- 
ing, howling, and cheering each other up. So 
ended one of the most iuterestiDg excursions 
I have ever undertaken, showing me, as it did, 
not only the general face of the country, but 
the mode of travelling and living, and the 
manner in which the blacks are kept und^. 
I must, in justice, say, that I nerer, during 
my frequent visits to Quillimane, saw a sin^ 
instance of cruelty beyond the unrEngUah- 
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lAokiog practice of cbaintDg nnmbers of naked 
wretches together bj the neck. 

At Senior Isidore's I foand Hornby, who 
had come up In charge of the btu^ and had 
boarded the brig, with mj letter on board 
inside the bar, «hioh of course made me very 
bnxiouB, fearing that the slave-brig might get 
in her cargo, and be off; but it tras impossible 
to get down that night, so, after catling on the 
OovdrnoT, vhom ve found mucli better, to 
bnpped 'with Morgado, and slept soundly with- 
out rocking until daylight, when I sallied out 
to prepare for a start, collectiag stock, and 
flaying onr bearera, for which purpose I pur- 
chased eight pieces of blue dungaree at two 
dollu? and a half a piece, paying each man 
four fathoms, which they told me was much 
more than any but Englishmen would have 
given them. However, I thought it little 
enough for being carried thirty-five miles one 
day, and twenty the next, and gave them 
Bometiung in addition to driok with. 

After purchaaing two casks of wine and a 
'great quantity of stock, I found that my boat 
-w>oiuld not hold half of i^ with the presents 



..y Google 



204 CHBISTUAS PBBSBFtS. 

which vere aeot down for oor ChristmEui din- 
ner from all the principal persons of the place. 
The Goremor sent ds a cask of Madeira; 
Morgado, six pigs, twelve large Mnacovy ducks, 
and two sheep; Yelozo, four sacking pigs; 
Azredo, fowls, bread, and eggs; Senhor lEddore, 
four dozen of wine, two casks of mangos, with 
roast fowls, and wine and gin for the pasfu^e 
down. So I was obliged to determine on 
learing Faiker, O'Hagan, and the wash- 
clothes behind; and after a grand dinner at 
Senhor Velozo'a, I went to Senhor Isidore's to 
take leave, just as the pUot came in, after 
taking the brig over the bar with mj letter, 
I was not a little pleased to hear that the 
Cleopatra had made sail to the northward 
under a heavy press of canvass, as soon as the 
boat returned from boarding her: perhaps it 
was mere fancy, but I thought that they all 
seemed to have a shrewd suspicion that there 
was Bomcthing in the wind. However, I put a 
good face on the matter, and started for Hip- 
popotamus Point as if I expected the ship to 
stand in the next morning, when we ran into 
a creek, landed and fed the stock; and 



..y Google 



BBOWN THE COXSWAIN. 205 

Hornby and m^elf took possession of Senhor 
Isidore's house, which we found in charge of a 
Fortugnese, who could not do too much for 
US. 

On the 14tb, I was obliged to run up to 
the town for spirits for the boat'a crew, and 
found erery thing iu slatd quo, although they 
iq>pearied rather uneasy, and I returned to the 
Point the same night. Old Brown, my cox- 
swain, could not make out my mbrements at 
aO, and expressed his wonder where the ship 
could be; and when I told him it was all 
right, his look was one I shall nerer forget ot 
cease to .laugh at whenever I call it to mind, as 
he exclaimed, " Ah, sir, you'm up to snuff you 
bef I spent the following day looking out anx- 
ioudy for the ship, and in the eTCoing a brig 
uichored off the bar under Portuguese colours, 
and I made arrangements to pounce upon her 
the next morning, hoping to make a prize of 
her; but at daylight, just before sunrise, I had 
the felicity of seeing the masts of my own 
ship in strong relief against the blushing sky, 
which gare me time to take in my stock, and 
proceed quietly on board. The brig had hoisted 
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% pendant, and proved to be tlie Don Juan de 
Castro, 80 I dropped the pilot on board, as Te 
passed bis boat, not being able to get ont. 

On arriving on board, I bad the satisfaction 
^ finding tbat mj information had proved Cor- 
rect, and tbat tbe ebip, tbe morning after re- 
cetTing my note, had obserred a brig at andior 
vff the rirer Mariangombe, nnfortunately dead 
tovindvard. Abont 20 minutes past d, a boat 
ivaa observed to leave her, and immediately 
«fiberTards sbe made siul and stood for &e 
shore, and at 11 o'clock grounded, -when another 
-boat left her. Tbe cutters were immediately 
«rmed and sent avay under Alexander, -whilst 
the ship anchored as close in as she could with 
safety, in six fathoms, and tbe pinnace was 
sent with two kedges and three hawsers, to 
endearonr to get her off; but at half-past four 
the boats were observed to be returning, and 
Mr. Caswell wont in tbe galley to see what 
could be done. At 10 p.m. be retorned with 
"all the boats, baring been unable to approach 
the brig over which the sea was making a 
dean breach. When Alexander first got on 
-boiurd in the cutter, he found that her atif 
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had deserted her, leaving the steward and 
supercargo sick in the bunkB on deck, with 
420 slaves, the greater part under hatches, 
lastened down vith spike nails, and left by 
ttie merciless wretches to be drowned or smo- 
thered. Nerer was there a more dreadfid 
attempt at cool, deliberate, and wholesale mur- 
der; and yet there is no means of punishing 
the perpetrators; no judge nor magistrate 
Tiding at Mozambique, and the judge at 
Quillimane being a coloured man, formerly a 
gentleman's serrant, and one of the greatest 
slaTe-dealers in the place. Never was an 
officer placed in a more awkward position, tht 
cutters being all but stoved, and there appear- 
ing every chance of the brig's being knocked 
to pieces as the tide went down. Alexander 
thought the best plan was to allow them to 
Bwim on shore, and the greater part of them 
reached it in safety. On the two following 
days, the boats were employed in completing 
the destruction of the brig by fire, and brought 
on board the two sick Portuguese and seven 
negroes who had remained on board. A few 
bodies were found on the beach and buried. - 
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Ou being measured, the vessel proTed to be 
300 tons, and quite capable of canTiog 800 
slaTes. After renuuniDg on board a few hours, 
I -was Bgian sent to tbe town, accompanied b; 
Alexander, vith the tvo prisoners. I found 
the place in a great ferment, aa tiiej had heard 
of the destruction of the brig abont one o'clock 
that day, and the Governor had sent Senhor 
Velozo to the Mariangombe, and planted sol- 
diers in all the paths leading to the to'wn, to 
pick np the slaver's crew as they came in. 
He seemed to be in a great state of excite- 
ment^ and Tould have it that he was dis- 
graced, so I took leave of him, fearing that in 
his then vieak state he might have a relapse. 

I again took np mj quarters at Senhor 
Isidore's, and aU our friends vere as civil as 
ever, although I knoT that several of them 
vere deeply engaged in the slave trade, and had 
sustained considerable loss by the destractira 
of the brig. In fact, they seem to consider it 
a fair game of chance between us. 

The next morning, soon after daylight^ I 
visited Said Hamza, and paid him thirty sove- 
reigns for his iufonnation. What a fright he 
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vas inl and hoT I laughed at hia ludicronB 
speeches, such as, "Now, Mr. Barnard, 70a 
make jour face white, all the same as if jou 
hear nothing; and s'pose anybody ask yoa if 
Said Hamza tell jou anything; you say. He, 
poor fellow t what he know? I not ask him." 

In the evening be was sitting in the pordi 
at Senhor Isidore's, when I popped apon him 
nnexpectedly, and his confusion was beyond all 
description. He changed colour like a chame- 
leon, and looked blsck, bine, yellow, and green 
by turns, which highly amiised me after his 
morning lecture. 

In the course of the day I as usual wan- 
dered about, whilst the Portuguese were taking 
their siesta, fishing for information, and in the 
course of couTersation with the person from 
whom I had been in the habit of purchasing 
stock, I found that she had been accused of 
teUing me about the brig, and I immediately 
pointed out to her how much better it would 
be if she really would giro me infonnation, 
and pocket a good round sum of money in- 
stead of bearing all the odium without the 
reward; and I promised to call again in the 
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Evening after ahe had had time to consider atid 
<!0ii8ult with her friend, ■whom I had kept a look 
oat on for some time, knowing he wbs rather a 
loose fish. Accordingly, I foand them, when I 
^»lled, in de^ consultation, and after a little 
Wating ahout the bush they consented to inform 
me from time to time of the movements of the 
slaves, which are constantly kept in readiness 
in the neighbourhood of Quillimane, to march to 
any point where a Teasel might appear. This 
would give a cniiaer ample time, as they could 
-not get off under several days. They also told 
me that a large ship called the Hannibal was 
daily expected off Lnabo, fitted to take in 
1,500 slaves. 
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OUR BHDBATOCR TO PURCHASE BULLOCKS. OHRISIHAB 

DINNER ON BOARD. MY ILI.NB8B. — GAPTAIM WTTILL'b 

ATTBNIION.— HTfNAS AND Tn3BIlS.~-eLATBS OF THE 

INTERIOR. BBMBATOOKA BAY. — TSB EX-QOVERNOR 

OF QUILLIMANS AND HIB WIPE. — BENBOR TBLOZo'B 
BOUSE. — TWO INBTANCES OF COOL IMPUDENCE. — NUU- 

■ BER OF SLATES FOR EMBARKATION AT ftUILLIHANE.— . 
asCEPTION OF ENQLISB OFFICERS AT THAT P1.A0B.— ~ 

A SUSFICI0U8 SAIL. BISTORT OF THB PACHETTO OF 

MONTE TIDBO. — SBE IS BROUOBT DTK) THE ADHIOAlTt 
COURT AND CONDEMNED. 

I ABBiTED on board on the 18th, and we 
made sail immediately for Mozambiqae, where 
ve anchored on the 21at inside the fort. Oa 
Ihe. same day Parker had a severe attack of 
feTer,, most probably brought on by exposure 
to ihe night air in the Quillimane River, and 
deeping ^h his face in the mn on our way 
<iff. As soon as we anchored, I was sent on 
liiore with letters to the Govemor-GJeneral, 
4Xid to endeavour to get wat^; but I found 
'the Government tanks were all under repair, 
3Bid we eventually had to purchase it at a dollar 
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a ton. The next day (Sonda;) I vent vith 
Lyall up the river to look at some bullocka, 
and after a long pull and sail in a bonuDg 
BUD, landed at a dilapidated boilding whicb 
had evidentlj been once a large establishment; 
but nov the presses, tanks, &c., vere in a 
confused mass of ruins. A small table vaa 
plaixd outside the door of an outhouse, and a 
great number of mangoes were placed b^ore 
UB, which after our pull were rery refreshing. 
Each of us must hare eaten at least a dozen 
and a half; after which we walked out to 
examine the bullocks, and offered twentj-fiTe 
ddlars each for ten of them, but their owner 
wanted a most exorbitant price and took the 
Bulks, so we made the best of our way to the 
country-house of Senhor Nobr^, who gave nS 
a capital dinner and sold us ten bullocks. 

We did not get on board until nine, and at 
half-past two in the morning I landed with the 
barge and pinnace to send off water, luid re- 
mained on shore all day knocking about in the 
Bun ; after which I dined in the cabin to meet 
the Qovemor, and sat up until nearly midnight. 
The next day I felt rather unwell, re&sed to 
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dine out, and kept quiet; and on Chriatmaa-' 
day had tlie morning' watch. At daylight the 
pilot came on board, and ire got mider veigh 
"with a light breeze, and in. the act of wearing 
the ebb-tide we were driven on shore under 
tite fort, and there left on our broadside. Before 
eight a hearj tropical shower drenchtid me to 
the skin, and, without shifting I remained on . 
the forecastle, in one of the most scorching sons 
I ever felt, for two or three hours ; getting a 
hower-ancbor under the pinnace, a work of 
much difficulty from the awkward position of 
the ship. 

After thi» I felt much exhausted, and 
went below to breakfast, but found I could 
not eat, and drank off a glass of ale, and 
then had to lie down with a most split- 
ting headache. However, after Lyall had 
bathed my head with cold water, I rallied 
and went on deck until noon, when I was 
obliged' to give in, and go on the sick 
list. At four the ship was hove off and 
got to sea, and in the evening the mids 
and officers sat down to their Christmas 
dinner in the gun-room, and a miserable one 
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it vas, as they vere all tWoogblj fagged 
ont 

On the 27th, xitea two nighta of dreadfai 
Bofiering, I had all the sjmptoms of a serere 
ferer, and Captain Wyrili kindly had a cot 
shmg for me in his own cabin, and I was bled 
for the first time in my life. For many days 
.1 was in a most dreadful state, and every half- 
hoar Beemed a day : strange ianciea haanted 
me, and I could not bear to be left' alone. An 
idea that I should die now and then came over 
me, and poor Jack, could not bear to hear me 
talk about it and was obliged to leave me. 

We had in the meantime anchored off 
Luabo, and the weather was sultry with 
torrents of rain until the 3rd of January, 
when the Sappho rejoined us, and took Farkcor 
on board for the Cape Hospital; but I was 
not well enough to be removed to a strange 
vessel and preferred remaining on board my~ 
own ship, where under the kind and ' skilful 
treatment of Dr. Kettle, and Drs. Piers and 
O'Hagan, I got gradually better,' and on the 
l7th of Jantiary, managed to creep about and 
appreciate the -blessing of returning health. 
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iNotluDg could exceed the kindn^s and attea~ 
tioD of Captain Wyrill, The kept me at his 
table bng after I was coav^escent, and treated 
me quite as a sob, providing eveij eomfort aad 
IiLxurj he could thiok of; and for all these 
lileesiugg, I trust I am sincerely thankful to aa 
ever-Tatchful and beneficent Providence, 

During my illness the boats made two trips 
xip the river, in chu;ge of Hornby, and X 
xeceived sundry kind notes from my Portuguese 
friends, regretting that there was a project 
of not seeing me again. On February 9th, I 
heard from mj friend Dr. Peters, who had heea 
very fortunate in making friends with people 
who afforded him every facility, and enabled 
him to reach Tete in twenty-one and a-half 
days. He described the country as being very 
beauti&l, with mountains not nearly as high as 
they are generally supposed to he. The climatQ 
of ^ete was exceedingly damp, but on the 
whole he&lthy ; and he found some consolation 
for the want of society in the attention and 
civihty of the inhabitants and the great success 
he met with in bis researches. Continual wacs 
sot far from the town, destroy what has been 
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gained hy agriculture and commerce, and heads 
are stuck up on poles in every direction. For 
unlesB a vhite man be present, no quarter is 
given on either side, and, such ia the state of 
things, that a man may run a knife into his 
neighbour without its even being inquired 
into. 

Hjsenaa and tigers enter through the 
breaches of the simple stone wall, and carry 
away the blacks irom the yery thresholds of 
the houses; and crocodiles constantly sieze the 
negresscs who go into the BJver Zambesi to 
wash. Their houses are covered with straw, 
for they are too lazy to make tiles. The prin- 
cipal commerce is in ivory, and the slave trade 
is gradually diminishing. The quantity of 
gold-dust said to be exported is much exagge- 
rated, every one's ideas in this country being 
concentrated on riches. 

Dr. Peters intended, if possible, to penetrate 
farther into the interior, and endeavour to do 
something for the unhappy blacks, by making 
some arrangement with their principal oppres- 
sor; for he says, it is a pitiful sight to see a 
whole nation destroyed without liaving done 
any wrong. 
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The slaves that are brought from the intmpr 
are poor balf-Btarred looking creatures, attached 
to each other bj ropes round the neck; and 
famine is Bpreading its ravages throughout this 
ill-fated country. Tbe province is in sudi a 
state of decay, that it cannot continue long 
under its present gOTcmment, and a more 
powerful one would scarcely risk the expense 
and loss of life attendant upon the many 
changes that must take place before it could 
be bettered. 

We left QuiUimane on February 10th, and 
on the IGtb, anchored off Majunga, in com- 
pany with the American barque. Orb, from 
Zanzibar, where eight days before, she had left 
a brig under Tuscan colours, which bad been 
sold at Haoritius, and sailed from thence with 
a pass of four months. I immediately sug- 
gested to the captain, that this must be the 
same brig reported in May last, as having made 
her appearance off the River Luabo, under Sar- 
dinian colours, and which lost her captain and 
boat's crew. At first he seemed rather inclined 
to go after her, but on reading the Tuscan 
Treaty — ^which is on the same bans as the 
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French, and does not allov os to interfere vith 
their Teasels, nnlesa within thirty leagnee of 
Madagascar — tlie idea vas girea up. For many 
mileB ontaide Bembatooka Bay, the whole face 
of the ocean was covered -with uprooted fa-ees, 
maaaes of roaheB and braachea from the banks 
of the rirer; and on one branch we aaw an 
unfortunate chameleon drifting quietly oat to 
sea, and we had much difficulty in making 
head against the strong currrait tliat was set- 
ting out of the bay. 

We found the wells full of water, and com- 
pleted m two days, and the purser being sick, 
I purchued twenty-three baQocks for him, and 
two large bulls to take as a present to Azreda 
But although it was the veiy best aeuon, not 
a rentable waa to be had, and this ia a oountay 
ca[Mible of producing ereiything. The Ova 
soldiers cultivate nothing but rioe, and keep 
the Sacalaras in such a state of sabjecUon, that 
they cannot call an inch of grotioA tiieir own. 

On the 20th we left Majanga, and on 
the 2€th fell in with Her Majesty's brig 
Bittern, off tbe River Mariangombe, and <» 
Oto following day anchored off Quitlimaoev 
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ia bompanj. The next morning I Btorted 
for the toim, in charge of the barge and 
pfainace. Jack taking the latter, vith the two 
bulla on boards -whilst I called (at anj of the 
Bittems vho would like to go. Ghaloner and 
Dr. Burns accompanied me, and we airired at 
1 p. iL, f^nst 8 strong ebb-tide. Azredo 
had airiTcd from the Macuz^ onlj the daj 
before, and reoeiTed as in his usual kind man- 
ner, Uid was mnch astonished and delighted- 
with Mxe bolls, which were the admiration of 
the whole place. 

I fonnd the Goremor qnite recoTered and 
talking twenty to the dozen, and I had a long 
eouTersation witii him respecting the state of 
Hbe ooontry, and he complains most bitterlj of 
its imporerished and wretched state, and the 
impcMBibilitj of ameliorating it without funds, 
which it is out of the power of the Portuguese 
Government to supplj. 

The ez-GoTemor, Don' Fernando Carlos de 
Costa, was (m his death-bed, and - iwrer did 
I see a more perfect wreck of a num. Worn 
dowa to a mere skeleton, the natural ding- 
ing to life was st^ strong wiUiin him, and 
1.2 
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he ti^ed of soon being on hia vay to lasbon. 
At other times he tm qaite incoherent, and 
they say that his recall by hia GoTemment 
preyed on his mind, and brought him dovn 
more than any bodily disease. Dr. Boms did 
CTerything in his power to deviate bis snffer- 
inga, bat vithout the sli^test hope of restoring 
him to health. 

The BTening before we left, the Governor 
gave OB a soiree, and I had a long chat with 
his wife, who is a rery pleasing and lady-like 
person ; and during the illness of her hnaband, 
I had often remarked her deroted attention 
and constant anxiety. Their story is rather 
a romantic one. It appears that he was 
lodging at the house of her mother, who was a 
person in humble circumetances at Lisbon, and 
he was laid up with a very painful and severe 
illness, during which the daughter attended on 
him, and on his recovery he married her, and 
she has since followed his fortunes, or rather 
misfortunes, through various changes, and has 
at last brought up at that pest-house, Quijli- 
mane, which I fear will soon terminate both 
their sufferings in this world. 
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Senhora Velozo was also of the partj : she 
is tlie heireaa ■whom I hare before mentioned 
as haring brought her husband a large house 
and a thousand slaTes as a dovry. Soon after 
our arriral on the station, he took me orer his 
house, vhich is certunly the best in Quilli- 
mane, and ezultinglj said, '* Thia is rather 
better than being a prieoner on board the 
Crescent at Rio for sUving." 1 thought to 
myself " erery comfort in this world is cer- 
tainly comparative, and I envy you neither of 
your delightful situations." 

But I am sure you will by this time be tired 
of reading so much of one place, and as this 
■was my last visit, I shall merely wind up ■with 
a few anecdotes of one or two dealers in 
hmnan flesh, whose careers were interrupted 
through the information with which I had (rojn. 
time to time furnished the Captain. 

I was sitting one evening in the porch of 
Azvedo's house, and asked Chaloner if he had 
wy objection to take a Portuguese gontlemau 
to the Cape, as I had before got him a passage 
in the Sappho, which, through my illness, he 
had missed. He was also a Mend of Azredo'fi 
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and Isidore's, both of whom hare alvajs durvn 
the greatest hospitalitj to English officers.' 
No sooner had ve agreed to take him, thaii I 
vas regularly besieged bj people vishing to 
get to Rio. One man's cool impudence higfalj 
amiued me. He commenced in tolerably good 
IkigUsb to eonrerae about my bills vhidi lu 
Tolunteered to cash in doubloons, sayings "I 
hare, Sir, sereral hundred doubloons vhic^ I 
iHwught from Rio to buy ivory, and I am an 
iTOry merchant, but find that I can buy nothing 
but blacks in this place. Now, I do not like 
&a,t trade and am anxious to get to Bio again, 
and if you could get me a passage in the Bit* 
tem I should be very much obliged." I told 
him that it was impossible, and that I had 
only been induced to ask my Captain for a 
passage for Isidore's friend, as a small return 
for the hospitality the English officers had 
receired at his hands. At this stage of our 
oooTersation Azredo called me on one side 
and cautwned me not to have anything to do 
vith my applicant, as he was the captain of 
the hxig we had driven on shore, and who had 
■9 Attmaneiy nailed down 400 of his fellov* 
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Oi^atures to perish, 'with tvo of his partn^ in 
crime, irho were aick in the bnnka. 

Another calico-renting looking indindual, 
not satisfied with mj refoaal, demjunded mj 
reasons, saving thAt it was very hard that he 
should be left there to die. I cut him preci- 
008 diort, and told him that an English man- 
of-var was neither a passage nor an hospital 
diip, and that I did not vant anj discussion 
on the subject. I afterrards learnt that this 
man was secretary to Major Campos, -whose 
riaves were actually on boanf the brig we had 
destroyed, so I considered myself Tery fortU" 
nate in having giTen him the cold shoulder. 
What a langh they would have had at me, had 
they succeeded! 

As the principal object of all my yisita to 
the town was to gain information respecting 
the moTements of the aUre-dealers and their 
agents, I was obliged to be constantly on the 
$vi vive, and found myself both suspected and 
vatched since the affair of the brig. How- 
ever, I managed to get the following, bit by ■ 
bit, &om Tarious quarters. 

Paulo Roderigue, the captain of the De^- 
siro, and the shipper of 1,800 .slaves at In- 
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hamban and Belagoa Baj. was again expected 
at the former place, in tvo or three months, 
for 800 blacks, which were in readiness. He 
was to have two American brigs under their 
own colouTB, one of which was to be delirwed 
over to the slaTe-dealers, whilst the other was 
to take both American crews on board, touch 
at Quillimane with money to pay the authori- 
ties, who hare been in the habit of conniving 
at the slave trade, and return to Rio ; so you 
may easily conceive what little chance there ii 
of putting down this detestable traffic, whilst 
the star-spangled banner, that boasted flag of 
liberty, waves over and protects the miscreants, 
to put down whom England has expended so 
many hundreds of lives of her bravest, and 
so many millions of treasure. Look at the 
results. 

There are now at Quillimane and its neigh- 
bourhood 2,700 poor wretches for embarka- 
tion. Their owners are at Rio, 800 belonging 
to Manuel Pinto de Fonseca; 200 to Tavares, 
or Tavash; 2,000 to Bemadino de SI Only 
one slave agent remained at Quillimane, nuned 
Martinhas, and he intended to leave for Rio in 
the American, 
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Of the 420 slaves allowed to swim oa shore 
from the brig off Mariangombe, 110 were re- 
taken, and the rest were supposed to have 
escaped into the interior. She had on board 
five officers, four of whom had died of fever 
since her destruction. Eight of her crew were 
taken and nent to Mozambique in the Don 
Juan de Castro, and the captain and steward 
remained at Quillimane, most probably soon 
to be victims of the approaching sickly sea- 
son. 

Almost all communication has been cut off 
bj oor cniisora, and I was hailed with delight 
whenever I paid Quillimane a visit, and brought 
anything in the shape of news, although they 
must have been well aware that I had means 
of ascertaining their movements; and never 
have I visited a country where English officers 
seem to be more respected or receive more 
courtesy and hospitaUty than at Quillimane; 
and although I am heartUy glad that this is 
likely to be my last visit, I shall long remembej* 
Senhor Azvedo, and three or four others, whom 
I shall be glad to hear of as being in some 
spot, the name of which does not convey to 
h 3 
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the mind elaTery, ferer, and debased human 
nature, as does Qaillimane. 

After a very nncomfortable night at Hippo- 
potamus Point in the boats, ve got on board oa 
the 3rd of March about noon, and foond that the 
Helena had arrired from the Oape, bringing late 
and welcome letters from dear old England. No 
one that has not been on this miserable coast 
sonth after month, cmising from one point to 
another under easj sail, vithont seeing a resB^ 
or the least noreltj to change the horrid mo- 
notonj, can faUj appreciate the happiness of 
rec^ving unexpected intelligence <^ tdl ve hold 
moat dear on earth. In fact, letters are the 
enlj connecting links between ns and the vorid, 
aud enable us to hear every kind of priraticHi 
in the hope of eventoallj realizing the joyfiil 
Mtticipations whidi the magic vord "home" 
xaisea in our hearts. How often haa it infiised 
iato me Then down-hearted, fresh spirit to 
pCTsevere during the long and weary eighteen 
years that I have been a wanderer on the face 
oi the waters. What, indeed, shotdd we do 
wlAont Hopel 

On the following day we w^^ied in com- 
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puij witli the Helena and Bittern, and leaTing 
tiiem on their waj to Mozambique, ve stood 
to the Boniiivard to tratch Luabo; and, as 
the Bittern vas to go to the Cape immediately, 
ire sent all our letters. I little dreamt of 
being there eighteen days before her. 

About 3 A. M., OQ the 16tii of March vc 
obserred a aail on the weather beam, vhich 
answered oar flaaheB vith a light, and kept ixm- 
psay vith na vnder easj sail until fonr, whem 
ve Tora, and she stood on, of frhich ve took 
Imt little notice, fancjing it waa the Bittern; 
and it \ras not until daylight that ire dis- 
covered her to be a merchant-vessel and made 
all sail in chase. As she did not attempt to 
get away -ve soon dosed her, and were sadlj 
puzded when she showed her colours (red^ 
jellow, and white) which none of ns had Qrw 
wen before, and on boarding her about wmi, 
I fonnd her to be the Fachetto de Monte 
Video, manned hj British subjects. 

They told me the colours were Italian, bat 
seemed to be verj donbtfnl as to what part of 
Italj they bdongad t(^ and on descending to 
the cabin, I fimnd that tiua WM tli6 rer/ brig 
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that tlie Oib had giren us information of at 
Majnnga. I examined her papers, and found 
that she was cleared ont from the Hanntivs 
bj a paper signed by the collector of cnstomB 
at Fort Itoois, giring t^e foreign brig, Fachetto 
de Monte Video, permission to proceed to sea 
with stores and provisions for four months. 
This the captain and M. Manoe appeared to 
consider as a pass protecting them for fowt 
months; and, although it was dated five months 
preyiously, they held it as valid nntil fonr 
months had elapsed from the date of her 
leaving Port Louis. 

The other papers consisted of a bill of sale 
from the Admiralty Court, and the usual cer- 
tificate from the police and port officers, vitih 
an original pass in Italian fr^)m the Lnocheae 
consul at Monte Video, all under the seal of 
the custom-house at Port Louis. I saw at once 
that there had been great irregularity, but did 
not consider that there were grounds sufficient 
to detiun her on, for a breach of the slave 
treaty, so returned to my ship, and reported 
the whole of the circumstances to Oaptaiu 
Wyvai, who immediatdj ordered me to ratmm 
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and bring ber to an anchor dose to the Cleo- 
patra, which I did, and took the captain and 
sapercai^, with their papers, on board, on 
examiniog -which, the Oaptain determined to 
send her to the Oape, and I was ordered to 
take charge of her, and kindlj aUoved to take 
my brother vith me. A day was taken to 
sorvey her, and we found by her log and the 
admission of the master and crew that she had 
sailed firom Fort Louis with a slaTe-cai^o on 
board, which they had got rid of at Ma- 
dagascar, fearing it might compromise them if 
they fell in with a man-of-war. 

Her history is a curioos one, and worth 
relating. She sailed from Monte Video, the 
beginning of 1844 ; cleared out for Viareggio^ 
the seaport of Lucca, and found her way to 
Rio Janeiro and Santos, at the latter of which 
places she probably took in her slave-cargc^ 
with which she arrived in May at Luabo or 
some of the riTers in the neighbourhood, and 
lost hei: captain and boat's crew in attempting 
to cross the bar. One man onl; escaped, whom 
I hare frequently met at Quillimane. He was 
a half-witted Italian who got a precarious kind 
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of liriDg b; Binging, dandng,~and plajing Toiih 
fool before the doon of the Fortngoese mer- 

dUDtB. 

After tide the brig was not heard of until 
gome months, vhen she vas brought into Fort 
Louis, by the mate of an American vhaler, 
vho fell in vith her off Port Dauphin on the 
■oath end of Madagascar. Not knowing in 
vhat part of the world she was, and in distxesi^ 
he agreed to navigate her for sixty dollars. 
She was then fully eqoipped for the slare 
trade, having plank, water-casks, farina, lioe^ 
and beans, on board. On arriving at Hauritins 
she was seized and sold by the Admiralty 
Court to pay her expenses and the seam^s 
wages, and her cugo was landed at the cnstom- 
house and bou^t with her at a public auctum 
i>y an Bnglidi subject, who coppered and fitted 
her ont, re-shipped her cargo from the custMns, 
tuid sent her to Zanzibar, still under her 
original colours, although British property, to 
be sold, or sailed under ihe Arab flag. Some 
HUBimderstanding took place with the ImauK 
and she eventually went to Mozambique and 
Qomimane, (^ which latter place we captured 
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her nearljtTelre months afber we had receired 
infonnatioQ of her having been on the coast. 

I found M. Manoe, the sapercugo, a tcij 
decent sort of fellow, and quite indignant at 
being supposed to be engaged in the sUiTe 
trade. He had taken his passage on board, 
aad offered to act as supercargo, that he might 
be enabled to arrange some mercantile trans- 
acticms in which he had been ^gaged along 
tiie coast, when he nnfortnnatelj fell into our 
clutches. I made him caterer of the mess, and 
CTerything went on smoothly during a most 
pro^erous passage to Simon's Bay, of. a fort- 
night. Here I encounted numerous difiBcuIties, 
and our cause was considered a very bad one. 
However, the attorney-general saw through it 
lunmediately, and said it was a very good case 
to bring before the Admiralty Court, and I set 
to work with the proctor; and in a few dajB 
applied to Sir John Wylde for a monition, 
whidi he for some time poaitiyely reiused, not 
se^Qg on what grounds we had detained her. 
Hie Tarious slare treaties were read orer and 
0T» again, and a fortnight ^psed before I 
could get .b«" into court, where the attorneys 
general soon set them all to rights, and left n« 
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doubt on mj mind as to the reaolt, although 
the judge and not a fev of the lavjers were 
dead against me. After this another anxious 
fortnight passed sway, at the end of which 
time' she was condemned for a breach of the 
slave treat/, as having had slave-cargo on 
board during the voyage, and as not being 
entitled to the protection of any flag or nation, 
sailing as she vraa under nondescript colonra, 
being actually British property, and exerdsing 
the rights of a registered ship. 

As vith the condemnation of the Pachetto 
mj services on the coast of Africa ceased, I 
shall conclude my narrative, trusting that it 
may not be uninteresting, and that it vill 
afford you all a few hours' amusement in the 
evenings; and if I have the happiness of join- 
ing jou in a few months, it will call to mind 
places and scenes, and enable me to relate 
numerous anecdotes of people but little visited 
and less understood by Englishmen, who an- 
nihilate the slave-dealers and civilize Africa 
by their own comfortable firesides, little think- 
ing of the hardships and privations their 
countrymen are iiudergoing to carry out their 
impossible theories. 
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A TtEEima VtTH OLD FBIBNDfi. — TOWINO A LiXQB BBIP 

IH A BEA-WAT. A DANQBROUB SITUATION. WS TAKE 

IN TROOPS. — Ay IMPnACTlCABLE COABT. CAPEHBOIFB. 

THE DUTCH BARquK. RAPTAIS BROKE LEATBB US. 

— THB FRENCH FKIQATB ARMIDA, — A WAGGON TRAM 
ATTACKED BY THE KAFFIRS.— KAFFIRS CUNNING.— THB 
OFFICERS OF THE FIPTy-SEVENTH REGIMENT LUNCH 
WITH US ON BOARD. — ONE UNHAPPY EXCEPTION.-^ 
THE SAPPHO.— CAPE COLATTO. — CROSSING THE BAR 07 

QillLLIHANK. — THE RIVER QUILLIMANE. AZTEDo's 

WEW8. PATE OP PAULO RODERIItUE. — THE OOVER' 

NOR's PROFESSED WISH TO PUT DOWN THE SLATS 

Ta.iD£. TEMPTATIONS TO CONNIVE AT IT. — SLAVE 

TRADE AT ANOONA. — THE MAJ0008.— FREE BLACKS 
FROU ANGOLA. 

"When writing the abore I was BtUl suffering 
from the effects of fever, and was kept..a month 
in the hospital undergoing an operation. When 
conralescent I joined H.M.S. Thunderbolt as 
' First Lieutenant, being stronglj advised hy 
the medical men not to return to the coast. 
Our first trip was to Hatal with the 45th 
R^ment; and I had a famous opportunity 
of testing the safety and utility of the paddla- 
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box boats in a heavy surf, tbrougb nrhicb ve 
managed to land 300 troops in one day, and 
embark the same number the next, withoat a 
single accident. Soon after yie started, hov- 
erer, one of those frightful accidente occurred, 
-which, from their very suddenness, startle one 
and make a deep impression. One of oor 
best forecastle men, of the name of YoUer, 
Thilst securing the anchor slipped and fell 
overboard, and most have been instantly 
dashed to atoms by the wheel. We of coarse 
stf^ped immediately and sent avay the cutter, 
Thich returned after a fruitless search. 

In September of the same year we were 
ordered to Mauritius, with stores and am- 
munition for. the Conway, after the affair 
at Samatave; and I had the happiness of 
meedng many old friends who had taken 
me by the hand sixteen years before, irheo 
tibere as a mid; but as, during the fort* 
sight we remained, our time was fiilly oc* 
capied in coaling, I (»uld see very little <tf 
&em, and left with great r^ret. Having a 
fiur wind, we did not steam between land and 
land; and the barometer indioiting a ffik' 
wfacn we vere off St Frances Bay, we woited 
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iq and made all snug, and rode out a heavy 
moDsoon. Whilst here, ve sent a boat to a 
barque which vas standing in, and foiind her 
to be the English barque Kjle, laden vith 
sugar and veiy leakj, and her men rerj mnch 
fagged by constant work at the pumps. I 
aoeiated her to gain the anchorage, and, at the 
request of her miister. Captain Broke ordered 
a surrey on her, the result of irhich vaa a 
recomnaendation to to'w her to Simon's Bay. 

During our passage -we had considerahlo 
experience in towing a large ship in a sea* 
way. In the first place we tried large hawaers 
and messenger, but everything in the shape of 
rope snapped Hke packthread as this hnge 
ship buried her bows in the water; so we got 
her bower cable through our stem hawse-hole, 
and she towed famously for a few hours; hut, 
' from a little unsteadiness in her steerage, she 
gave a -yaw which snapped a link; and wo 
then, after a great deal of care and trouble 
mcceeded in getting the end of our bower 
chain to her, and, with fifty fathoms betwem 
OS, towed her at the rate of ei^t knots with- 
out the least jerk, the bight but seldom rising 
oat of the water. 
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It v&a not Tithout coneiderable difficulty 
that vrc managed to keep clear of the Teasel 
whilflt she was hearing our chain on board, 
for the least moTcment of the engines more 
than reqoisite would hare snapped the hawser. 
The moment thej stopped the two ships were 
being drawn together ; and I had just turned 
in, well fagged, when I felt the ship tremble 
Tiolentl;^, and heard a crashing noise, which 
appeared to be occasioned by all the bolts 
being drawn out of the deck. Withoat wait- 
ing to dress I rushed on deck, the sentry tell-^ 
ing me as I passed him, that the Kyle had 
toR into ns, " carried away the stem and rud-* 
der," and was tearing us to pieces. The 
moment I pat my foot on deck I saw it all: 
we had been diortening sail, and the fore-sheet 
had got foul of the wheel. The order was 
given to " stop her," and of course the big^t 
of the chain brought the two ships together, 
and the crash we heard was the doubling up 
of the stem boat. Fortunately I was just in 
time to prerent something worse; for the 
moment she touched xis the order was given 
to go on, and the engines had been already set 
in motion, whilst this immense, deeply-laden 
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merchantman vaa broadside oq to our stern. 
Another reTolation would have brought the 
Thole momentum of upwards of a thousand 
tons on the cable, and either torn her bows 
out, snapped the chain, or ripped up our decks. 
Howevfer, we soon got all right again, and 
towed her without farther mishap into Simon's 
Bay, and received £1,200 a^rage. 

In February, 1846, we took on board troops 
to endeaTOUT to effect a landing at the Eowie 
River. On the way we touched at Algoa Bay 
and took in a pilot, a Mr. Salmon, who had 
commanded ressels on that coast, and was 
considered a most enterprising and experi- 
enced hand; and as the weather was exceed- 
ingly fine, we felt very sanguine as to the 
success of our expedition, on which not a little 
depended, as it would have shewn the Oaffres 
that we could throw a body of men into the 
country bordering on Oafiraria whenerer we 
chose. "We found, howerer, a heavy swell all 
along the coast, and I was sent, with the pilot 
and Mr. Bodie, a master lent from the "Win- 
chester, in a paddle-box boat to reconnoitre ; 
and we found a complete wall of surf all along 
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Ae beaoL To hare attempted a kading, eren 
without troops in the boat, would hare been 
conrtiag certain destraction. Independent of t 
sweeping current setting through intricate chan- 
Bels formed by rocls just awaah, whidi would 
endanger the safety of loaded and not oasilj 
managed boats, there is an almost constant 
swell, which I hare ireqcently obserred for 
years on this inhospitable shore, exposed to 
all the fiiry of the Southern Ocean, with itl 
prevailing south-easterly winds. I should 
imagine that there are but few days out oX 
the 365 in which a boat oonld be beached wit^ 
safety. Now and tiien, howerer, small resaels 
are enabled to run into the riTer, and there 
they stick sometimes. 

The barometer indicating bad weather, we 
returned to Algoa Bay, where we landed the 
troops, and then started once more for Simon's 
Bay, and shortly after onr return the Presi- 
dent airiTed with the flag of Rear-Adminl 
Dacres, and relieved the Windiester, whidi 
sailed for Eln^nd on Mardi 1st, bearing with 
her onr best wishes, and many whose friendship 
imd society we had highly valued and enjoyed; 
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No one vho has not actoallj been from home 
fw a lapse of years can conceire the feelings 
irith which we look at ship after ship grada- 
ally sinking below the horizon on her honw- 
ward-bound Toyage, and think of the joyful 
hearts they contain. 

About the latter end of March, affairs began 
to look very threatening on the frontier, and. 
nothing was heard of buji fire and destmction 
by the Cafires, who were rushing in thonsanda 
on this poor devoted colony. Accordingly 
we were sent to Table Bay, where we em- 
barked a detachment of the 27th Regiment, 
Mid 500 stand of arms for Algoa Bay, on the 
27th, and on the evening of the 30th we were 
so close to Cape Recife, that we could hear the 
la^akera plainly ; but a strong breeie spring- 
ing up from the westward, we were obliged to 
hty-to under storm-sails all night, and in the 
moming we had a specimen of the uncertainty 
oC the currents on this coast. Generally 
qteaking, they set to the westward at least 
thirty mil^ in twenty-four hours ; but on this 
eccaeion we were the same distance to Hae 
eastward, and found oureehes dose to the 
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Bird IdftDcLs, instead of between Cape St. 
Frances and Recife ; so ve had to shorten all 
sail, do^m masts and jards, and steam i^ 
against a strong head wind. 

On cm return to Simon's Bay, on April 3fd, 
Tre found that the President had sailed fw 
Algoa Bay vitb the GoTemor, Sir Per^;rine 
Haitland, and, -with the exception of towing 
the Mariner tnmsport to Cape Hanglip, on 
her vay to Fort Elizabeth, ve had nothing tO 
do until the 11th of May, when ve embarked 
eighty marines, one hundred soldiers, and sixty- 
fire burghers, with a large quantity of arms 
and ammunition for Algoa Bay. On our 
passage back, ve chased and came up with, a 
Dutch barque about dusk, and were mach 
amused at the commotion we caused on board; 
for they were evidently labouring under the 
impression that we did not see the ship, and 
were about to run her down. Li^ta were 
flying about fore and aft, and the bell was 
being rung furiously ; whilst a man sang oo^ 
" Keep (adder off I" " Keep fadder off 1" I was 
sent to board her, and found her to be a 
vessel from Bataiia with cpfiee, &c. 
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On Maj 25th, ve gave a parting dinner to 
om- much esteemed Captain Broke, who had 
been promoted, and was to sail on the follow- 
ing daj in the Miudner; and as nothing but 
good feeling and respect towards him had 
existed thronghout the ship from the date of 
her commission, we could not sufSciently ex- 
press our regret at parting ; and as the greatest 
mark of respect we could show him, we pulled 
him on board the transport in the gig in our 
unifonns, whilst the men gave Jiim three hearty 
dieers. Scarcely was he out of sight, when 
our new commander, Lieut. Belgrave, received 
orders to prepare for sea which, after a heavy 
day's work taking in and securing a three 
decker's moorings, was anything but agreeable, 
particularly as the man-hole doors were off, 
and the boilers half scaled. However, we set 
to work with a will, and were ready for a start 
in fire hours. 

At midnight, weflteamedout of the Bay, taking 
one hundred seamen, and twelve marines, from 
the President, to garrison Cape Town, where 
some disturbances were anticipated. In raisr> 
ing the Buigher force for the frontier, many of 
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the men were paid sabBtitutes, and oonaiated 
of the Tery dregs of the people; and without 
some kind of restraint hanging over them, 
TOuld hare soon hecome osmanageabte. As 
it was, otir men kept the Uywa quiet, and 
parties of seamen, under the varrant officers, 
rehered each other on board the shipa taken 
np to dbnvej the new leries to Algoa Bay, 
and quashed many an outbreak at its vary 
commencement. 

After remaining three veeks in Table Bay, 
ve received the thanks of the Colonial Goveni- 
ment, and left our friends at Cape Tovn fully 
satisfied that Britiah seamen, vhen under strict 
and proper discipline, can act cm shore as veil 
oa afloat, and prore thenuelrfB anything but 
the reckless beings they are gmeratly con- 
sidered. 

On our arrival at Simon's Bay, ws found 
there the French frigate Armide, and met her 
officers at the Admiral's, who gave them a laige 
dinner and ball, and on the foUowii^ day 
some urgent despatch eaUed the Admiral to 
Cape Town, and prevented him from diniag 
on board the Frencbntaa. JHyBtenoua n^xtrts 
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b^an to float about, tbat we vere to go eome- 
w^e immedtateij, and ve vere ordered to 
takg in lui extra qnantity of coal, bread, and 
spirits ; and I vas sent for and questioned 
about the Mozambique, Quillimane, &c., trhich 
erentufdl}' prored to be our destination. 

At ttiia time, the Kaffirs appeared to hare 
it all their own way on the frontier ; and an 
article in tiie "Gape Tovn Mail," headed, 
" IjOSS of Forty-one Waggons," set every one 
as the qui vine, and as all the particulars may 
not have reached En^nd, I shall endeavour 
to gire some idea of the haj^sing Trarfare. 

It appears that the va^on-train sti^rted 
shortly after snnrise, under the foil expectation 
of being attacked by the Kaffirs, in charge of 
Mr, Dix«i, vho, with a party of buighers, had 
Tolunteered hia services ; and with Mr. Lucas 
and tiiirteen of his troop, took the lead, the 
infantry being placed in the centre, and the 
remainder of Locas's troop bringing up tlie 
rear. 

On reaching the Blue RiTer they were joined 
by sixty men of t^ 91st Regiment, who did 
90* hoverer alter titie order of advance. The 

M a. . 
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va^OQs -were now at a point -where the road 
became much, broken, hillj, bmhj, aod tortu- 
ous, and here the Kaffirs had posted themselYeB 
to dispute their further progress ; and just as 
the adranced guard had readied the summit 
of the first ridge, a hearj fire vas opened OD 
them from the thick bush and rocks hj the 
roadside, which killed two horses and a Fingoe. 
Bejond this elevated bushj mound, where the 
enemy had so strongly posted themselves, was 
a small patch of open ground, and iits momeot 
the first volley was fired, the burghers, under 
the command of Mr. Dixon, plunged into the 
bosh, and gained this pcKiition. Dismounting 
from their horses, the troopers endeavoured to 
posh their way through the bush with the 
wa^on, but were met at the same spot with a 
most deadly fire which killed five oxen. As 
they fell they were cut away from the yokes, 
in the hope that the rest would strng^e tijvugh 
the pass, which was only effected by Messrs. 
Dixon and Lucas potting their shoulders to 
the wheel, whilst the soldiers goaded the oxen 
with their bayonets ; and in the open space 
above mentioned, the burghers took up a good 
positioD. 



..y Google 



BY THE KA7FIBS 24d 

The second Taggon had to pass through the 
Bome ordeal, and as it approached, the Kaffirs 
poured in the same deatructire fire, which was 
rteadilj and yigoroualy returned by the 9l8t^ 
for about ten minutea ; when a large body of 
savages was seen moving dovn the main roat^ 
vith the apparent intention of cutting off the 
communication between the burghers and the- 
reat of the waggons. They were obliged, 
therefore, to fall back on the second one; 
losing two ciYilians, aud several horses of their 
gallant little body. By this time the retreat 
had become general, and the result of this 
disastrous affair was the loss of four men killed 
and two wounded, eighteen horses kUled or 
lost, and forty-one waggons with all their 
oxen and stores. The only consolation is, 
that the ammunition-waggons had been left 
behind. 

The above will give you some idea of the 
kind of people we have to deal with when you 
hear of war with the savages. Savage indeed 
are they, but day by day getting more expert 
in the use of fire-arms, and so obserrant of 
our least movements, that I have heud officer^ 
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dracribe their throritig out skimtHh«« as being 
quite equal to our ovn mancBUTres. Thej ate 
fanny iellowB too, hailing our sddiers, and 
telling them Trhat they are about to do, throT- 
isg defiance in their teeth, and making an 
manygrimacea and gestures as monkeys. Thar 
cunning makes them fully aware of the humtr- 
nity of the English character, irhich prermits 
OS from killing an unarmed man ; eo vhen they 
find themaelres taken unawares, they throv 
tiieir anns into the bosh, pretend to be friendly 
KafBiB, and in all probability fire on our 
troops when they get to a convenient disc- 
tanoe. 

On Wednesday, June 24th, having filled the 
aftw stoke-hole, and stoved ninety bags cm 
'deck, we started, with 380 tons of coals on 
board, for tlie Mozambique Ohannd, to ccdlect 
the squadron and send them to Mauritius tfl 
join the Admiral, who, it waa expected, would 
proceed with them to Madagaaeu- to endeavour 
to open the trade and bring the Ovas to ai 
account for all their misdeeds. At 4 f.il, 
the wind being fair, we took off the floaty 
wd averaged six knots until the m<HniMg of 
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the 26tih under sail alone; but tlie vind faJi- 
log Terj light, ve got under Bteain, and had 
•caroelj mode a freih Btart, vhen a Teasel in- 
sbcn^ waa obenred to fire a gun, and ve stood 
tovwrds her. She proved to be the Haty 
Anne from Madras, viih a detachment of the 
57th Regiment on board, under the command 
of Mi^or Shadfbrth, trho, with Bereral of the 
officer!, oune on board, and played a very 
good stick at the al^ porter, bread and butter, 
one party reliering the other, and making up 
for ten weeks' short allowance. We gave them 
the disagreeable intelligence that in all prohar< 
bilitj they would go to the frontier instead of 
England, and supplied them wi^i flour, bread, 
and malt. In the boat that came for the 
second party of officers was one solitary indi- 
Tidual, who no doabt anticipated from the 
report of his more f<Hiiunate brothers in ana% 
a umilar "blow out;" bot there is many a 
slip between tlie cup and ihe lip, and our time 
and steam being precious, be got nothing but 
expressioDS of regret that he had not come 
before, as we w«re oS iiraaediately. Thus 
lisded his visions of soft tack la the smoke. 
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vhich in aboat half an hour was all that could 
be seen of its vhereabont. 

On the 28th ve fell in with the Sappho on 
her returu &om Manxitius, and whilst our 
Conunander was on board, her First Lieute- 
nant and Master came to shake us bj the 
hand, as thej had orders for old England. 
We just had time to drink their healths in 
champagne, when awaj we started on our 
respectiTe cruises. A break of this kind, 
though lasting but a few minutes, varies the 
monotonj of a long voyage, cheers one up. 
and gives a point for tl^e memory to dwell on. 
when looking back on the past. It tends also 
to create a good feeling amongst the men, who 
found many a yam on such simple events. 

Eoonomisiug our steam as much as possible 
by working expansively, and taking advant^ 
of every (air wind to unship the floats, we 
fomid on July 3rd that the current had drifted 
ns so far to leeward that we were obliged to 
put on a third boiler to enable us to reach 
Delagoa Bay before darL On approaching 
the land to the southward of Cape Oolatto, it 
makes like a number of small islands; gra- 
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dualljaand liills and sandj patches make their 
appearance until near Oape Colatto, when the 
countrj begins to look thickly wooded, and 
the north extreme of the island of Inyach ia 
not unlike Point Natal on a small scale. The 
hay is Teiy large, and has a most nninTiting 
appearance, being studded vith hidden rocks 
and shoals; and now and then a vhite-crested 
breaker, in what appeared before a clear pas- 
sage, was quite sufficient waming to keep off; 
and as we could see that no ships were at the 
anchorage, we shaped our couree for Inhamban. 
Delagoa Bay is the south extreme of the Por- 
tuguese possessions on the east coast of Africa. 
Thej hare a small garrison and a Goremor. 
The slaye trade has increased there very much 
of late, and a ship sails from thwre yearly 
laden with ivory for the Bombay market. 

On the 5th July we were off Inhambani 
and as soon as it was broad daylight obserred 
what we took to be a vessel under all sail 
standing out of the river; and as there are 
very few honest traders in this part of the 
world we were kept on the qui mve for about 
an hour, when it was discovered to be a maHi 
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on the land, so ve stood along the coaat for 
Loabo, made it on the 7th, ran all daj iu 
leren fathoms' Tater, and in the ereoii^ 
reached the anchorage off Quillimane, vherc^ 
aa nsnal, the roUiag vas avfiil and fiiUy bore 
out my previous descriptions. Not a BOol, I 
believe, got a vink of sleep that night. In 
the morning I vaa ordered to get the pinnace 
out, and endeavoured to lay out a kedge to 
spring the ship's head to the swell; but a 
strong current prevented me; and by watching 
the roll and letting het go by the run when 
dear of the gunwale we managed it without 
any damage, and, after considerable difficulty, 
succeeded in rigging and preparing her for a 
trip up to the town, where we had to leave 
despatches for the Cleopatra. 

About half-paet nine a party conedsting of 
the Commander, Campbell, Mr. Hamilton, the 
Purser, Dr. Hastings, a youngster, and myael^ 
started with a fine fair wind and (for Qoilli- 
mane) a moderate swell, whwh led me to anti- 
cipate but little difficulty in a*o&sing tJie bar; 
bntt as it happened, we were placed in a most 
perilous position, for the rolla^ were setting 
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in mucli lieaTier than I imagined, and vfailrt 
naming od the top <rf a -white-crested brealcer, 
die till^ sniped short off in my haad and 
dte boat broached to. Fortunately ve vere 
going at sodi an airfol rate that the sails vere 
becBlmed and tjie main-boom did not jib, and 
by ^%at exertion I Vas enabled to slue the 
Fodder vitii my fingMS in the tilkr-hole before 
ikno next lea orertook us, which would most 
afisuredlj hare svamped the boat had we not 
reenred it end on. 

lHj feelings on this occasion vere rather 
curious. In the first place, I had the greatest 
oonfidraice in the stability of the pinnace, a fine 
boat tw«ity-ei^ feet long with plenty of 
beam; bn^ like maaj of our men-of-'war'B 
boats, scaae inches too Iot for a surf boat, iw 
I hare foond irom e^rience on these bus 
that, vhen the whole body has to be supported 
on a breaking ware, the foam is apt to boil 
over the gunwale, vhich vss the cause of my 
being filkd and capsized in the Oleopatet's 
gig » (he same spot. The^^membrance <A 
tluit awful day i» always most Vividly present 
vhsnerer I croH a bar erera is fine weaker. 
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iad has sacb an elfect on my nerrea, titaA 
although mj presence of mind is probaUj 
increased bj it, and enables me to act on tte 
inetant, I find myself after the danger is past 
trembling like a lea£ On &.e present occaaioD 
no one seemed to be avare of the great danger 
ve vere in but myself; but one and all agreed 
t^t I bad not ^tbout reason d^ignated the 
bar of Qoillimane as dangerous and treaeher- 
ona. 

The contrast, hovever, after getting orer* 
it, is pleasant in the extreme, and on this day 
more particularly so, as it vas quite new to 
all bat myself, and very few of the party had 
erer seen anything approadiing to the scene 
tiiat opened out on them. Instead of rolling 
and tossing about, it vas as smooth as a miU- 
pond. Hippopotami, pelicans, and ntunbeiiefis 
birds aSbrded capital marks for the sportsman; 
the negroes scattered along the shore fishing 
or sailiug lazily mider the branch of a tre^ 
formed picturesque groups quite novel to the 
European eye; and, althou^ the fireshness of 
feeling vears ofif by use, it was no small satis- 
&ctJ0Q to be able to point out the difio'rat 
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objects of IntereBt to my companioiia as ve all 
but touched the mangrove bushes on oar vaj 
up 1^6 rirer. 

Soou after noon we landed, and first pro* 
oeeded to the house of my old friend Senhor 
Azredo, who was taking his siesta, but soon 
made his appearance looking rery ill with the 
fever; hut still delighted to see us. From him 
ire learnt that Lieutenant Gibson and my 
brother had been there but a week before 
&om the Cleopatra, on board which ship thgrc 
had been a great deal of sickness, to which my 
much lamented friend Alexander had fallen a 
■victim — ^the second of four of us who left 
^England together and met an untimely end 
in the execution of their duty. May they 
meet a happier and a better world! The 
Helena had also suffered, having forty on the 
sick list at one time, and her commander. Sir 
Comwallis Rickets, had been living on shore 
for some tim6 at the Governor-General's house. 

The information I managed to pick up was 
mOBt intffli'esting to me, aa it coiroborated most 
of what I have before related in the former 
pages, making something like a finished story 
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of my narratire; and I think mj beat plan 
iriU be to copy the notes I made at the time 
almost verbatim. The Cleopatra, they Baid, 
had " pU^ed the DevU " at Angonha, taking tiie 
Lucy Penniman, an Ameiican barque, tuid 
boming a brig called the Kentiicky, vhicb, 
Btraoge enough, vaa the same vessel that I 
saw at Quillimane mider American colmrs, 
in company with the Anna. This latter Craft) 
it vill be remembered, I took to the O^te 
after we had captured her off TJnabo fully 
equipped. The Kentucky was also one of i^a 
brigs that escaped from Inhambui vit^ a 
cugo of slaves, when Paulo Roderique manned 
to get tiiree cleu off with 1,500. 

The fate of this man vas a jtut cme, uid a 
Taming to those who ^pend their lives in 
amassing ill-gotten wealth. Not contented 
with his agency of ten dollars for every slave 
he shipped, he endeavoured to cheat tlie 
owners by desiring the c^>taiu oi one of the 
vessels to sell fifty blacks whidi b^onged to 
them, on his own account at Rio. This ^{i^>er« 
however, let the cat out of the bsg, and Faule 
Roderique lost, not only his expected money 
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for t^e fift/ sUreB, bat the -vhola of tha 
agencj as well, ftod was living in a state of 
indigence at Rio. 

Martonhas, the last of the alaTO-agents here 
for the Company at Rio, had been obliged to 
leare Quillimane, haTing become known to thd 
Skiglish, and (^ciaUj reported to the GoTemor- 
Geaeral, whidi would have led to his impri- 
MHunent — one of the many inatances whereia 
oar information caoaed the remond of the 
principal suj^rtera of the Blare-trade on this 
coast, and which did more towards oppressing 
it than all the captures' we made. In about 
half an hour after our arrival, the Commander 
antd myself paid our req>ect8 to the GuTemor, 
who received us in bed, to which he was con- 
'fined by fever, liver, headache, and a complica- 
tion of chronic complaints acting fnpoa an old 
and wom-oat frame. Of his own acoffd he 
tondied on the slave trade, which he decried 
as the most abwsinable traffic on the face of 
the earth, regretting that there were not some 
means por castijar (with set teeth) the viUaiu 
engaged in it He then named several riven 
which the slavers had freqaented sinoe we had 
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driren them from Qaillimane; bat his infonna- 
tion was of too general a character to be of 
anj serric^ and ve heard afterwards that he 
had been saperseded and ordered to Mozam- 
bique, to aosver before the Judge and 
Govemor-^nera], for conmring at the slave' 
trade. Poor old manl I trust he will be 
able to dear himself, for I am satisfied t^t he 
was sincere in his professions on his first 
toriTal ; bat the temptation is almost too great 
for any mui who gets 300 dollars a year paid 
in dungaree ; and who by shutting his eyes for a 
day or two, may at the end of that time open 
them and find 15,000 on his table. 

After dining at Azredo's, I went round with 
Dr; Hastings to visit several sick, amongst 
others a man who had been wounded the 
night before. He had been dining with two 
friends, and before parting they had quarreled ; 
and after he had been in bed a short time a 
knock was heard at his door, on which he 
demanded the reason of his being disturbed at 
that hour of the night t. The answer induced 
him to open the door, when he received Uie 
contents of a mosket in his right arm, the ball 
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passing behind the shoiilder>blade and wound- 
ing him in the lungs. Altogether he presented 
a fearful appearance, and with the miserable 
attendance he would hare, there was but little 
chance of his recoTerj. 

The slare trade seems at a verj low ebb at 
Qnillimane, and the people are beginning to 
seek for other employment for their slaTes, 
cultiTating a great quantity of com and rice 
for exportation to Mozambique and Lisbon; 
and Isidore the late collector of customs, who 
has been so deeply engaged in the slarc trade, 
has purchased a ressel, which he intends to 
load with ivory, rice, bees'-wax, and wood, all 
the iMTodace of Quillimane. He consulted me 
on the subject of manning his vessel, stating 
that he found considerable difficulty in procuring 
a crew, and asked me if I thought it safe for 
him to liberate a number of his blacks, procure 
the proper papers for their manumission, enter 
them on the miister'-roll, and clothe them in 
the Eoropban fadiion. I told him candidly, 
after consulting with Mr. HamOton, that I 
thought it would be at the least a dangerous 
expoiment^ as he wonld probably find much 
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difficulty in peieoading (he officers of eytay 
cruiser that all was right, in which case h* 
might be subjected to mut^ inconTenlence hy 
detODtion, and probably have hia ressel cod- 
denmed, if any of the liberated ^res thonjj^ 
proper to dedare that he had been forced on 
board agunst his will. 

Many a poor fellow, however, might in my 
opinion gain his fireedom in this way if th* 
thing was rightly understood, but tiiere have 
been bo many instances known of the n^i 
thus emancipated being sold agun at Bio after 
tlie Toyage, that it b difficult to know what 
adnce to give as long as the pto&l of a sUvt 
is about 1,000 per cent. ; and I fear much, that 
poor Idackey suffers as much from the mistaken 
zeal of his would-be friends, as he does frm 
the wretches who consign him to slaTery. 

I made (UUgent inquiries about the eixtt 
trade carried on at Angonba, and am led to 
beliere that it has only of late become a plaM 
for the exportation of slaTes for ^e Brazils, 
and that the Lucy Fenniman, Kentucky, tati 
two othere which escaped, are tlw only Tenek 
which hare attempted to take in cargoes Qxn. 
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Hie Majojos hare, hoverer, for rnanj yean 
carried on a brisk trade in human flesh, bj 
means of Arab dovs, vrith Zanzibar, Johanna, 
and the B«d Sea; but of late, the Sappho, 
Mutine, and Helena, hare taken and deatrojed 
BeT%ral of these Teasels, and pat a temporary 
c^ck on it But there are so many rivers and 
inlets on this coast vhich a man-of-war cannot 
a{^roadi, that ve might as well try to alter 
the currents in the Mozambique channel as stop 
the slave trade with sailing ressels. 

By many it is supposed that the slaves are 
driven to this river from QoiUimane: this i^ 
however, quite a mistake, as the tribes inhabit* 
ing the country about Quizmigo are indepen- 
dent and warlike, cutting off all commonicatioQ 
between the two places ; and vast numbers of 
slaves, with large quantities of gum-copal, and 
ivory, come from the interior down this beau- 
tiful river, which affords every faciUty for 
legitimate trade. 

In September, 1846, 1,400 free blacks 
arrived at Quillimane, each carrying an anv3ba 
or thirty-two .pounds of ivory. They described 
the place they came from as being nearer 
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Angola on the vest coast tban to QaiUimane, 
and thej had been fifteen moons trareUing 
having frequentl;- to fight their w&jy and living 
bj the chase. They sold their ivorj for coarae 
bhie dungaree, at a ridiculouslj cheap Tate, 
and 'returned to their coimtry highl/ satisfied 
Tith their (to them) great riches, and in a lev 
years more a like risitation may be expected. 
What a iamoofi channel through -which to in- 
troduce ciTilizatioa into Airica, and show the 
sarages how much better it vonld be to eng^ 
in this kind of traffic than destroy each other 
bydaveiy; but the white man's love of gain 
is stronger than his power of doing good. 
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A BP£CDLATITB FDLB. — THE PORPOISE BEIZBD AT RIO. 

A SLIO&T HIBTAKB. DB. PETERS, SCARCnY OP 

WATER BLAT^kS TAKEN IN THE RIVER ANGONHA. 

Furchasb a dow. — breakino her cp. — the 4f een 
OF madaqascar. — mrrs from the population of 

HOZAHBIQDE. — THE BANYANS. — THE LADIES. — 
ISLAND OF COMORO.— JOHANNA. — VISIT OF SULIAK 

8ELIH. — PORT LOUIS. LADT OOMU'B FANCY BAZAAR. 

— THE CAPE. — SIR PEREaRINK HAITLAND. — THK 

KAFFIRB. ENHANCE TO THE BUFFALO RITBR. FOLLV 

BMPLOTBD. — BIUOK's BAT. 

I HATE OQ a former occasion mentioned that 
the LandineB, a tribe of Kaffirs from the neilh- 
bourhood of Delagoa Bay, who had been 
driyen back by the disaffected Boers of Natal, 
had OTemin the interior of Africa, and they 
hare now established themselves in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Portuguese Prazos, levying 
contributions of bales of cloth and other mer- 

' chandize, in the name of Denjan or that 
worthy's son; allowing those only who pay 
them tribute to purchase ivory, &&, from the 

^neighbouring tribes. Oddly enough, whilst 
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this storj v&B beiDg related to me hy Azredo 
one of his otm elephant htmters came in, 
having done nothing, for fear of these in- 
Taders. 

A Pole, named LukomsU; -who keeps a 
store at Cape Town, haa been allowed by the 
Govemor-General of Mozambique to enter the 
different ports on the coast vith a lai^e assort- 
ment of English goods, for which he is to get 
irorj, rice, hees'-vax and other produce of the 
country, thus opening an eztensire commerce 
between these fertile regions and the Cape. 
He intends also to combine it with Mauritius 
in the following manner: Starting from the 
Ca|»e, he will cidl at all the iDtermediate ports 
between Delagoa Bay and Mozambique; from 
this place he wilt freight a Fortugaese vessel 
to Johanna and Comoro for bnllocka, transship 
t^em, go with them to Uauritiua and then 
return to the different ports for the ivory, && 
for his goods left with an agent at each [dace. 
The plan seems to he & feasible one in theory, 
but I fear the fever, agents,, and detenticm irtaa 
that etemid Portuguese word "'? Amanka," 
^onld eat ap all profits. 
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The American brigantine Porpoise, which I 
boarded in OctoBer, 1844, with the crews of 
two vessels on board that had been turned 
over to the Brazilians for the slare trade, had 
been seized on her arrival at Rio bj the 
American Oommodore, on auspicion of having 
bean enga^d in that traffic, in consequence of 
which a row had taken place between him and 
the BrasiliMi Qovemment, who denied his right 
io seize a Tosael, even under the colours of his 
own nation, in tiheir waters. She was even- 
toally, however, sent to America to be tried, 
and I think that I have now prettj well 
aecounted for all the men and vessels, of a 
ctoubtful character in the preceding part of this 
narrative — ^but n,ow, without doubt, the rogues 
and slaves we always considered them. 

On the 9th we were all engaged to dine 
witii Senhor Moi^^tdo, whom I have often 
mentioned before. At two o'clock, being 
uucious to make a start for the Point at four, 
about three we sat down to a most sumptnoos 
enterbdnment : the first course consisted of 
twenty-one dishes, and the second of as. many 
uore of sweets, preserves, and &uit; and onr 
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host vae so hearty in hii) hospitality and in 
giving complimentarj toasts, that ve did not 
get into the boat until half-past fire. We veie 
foUoved to the beach hj onr kind entertuners, 
frfao loaded us with all kinds of refreshmentB. 
Azredo had picked up wonderfullj, merely 
Iroia the little change of society, and I do not 
Tonder at their being glad to see even the 
English, vho are constantly cutting up their 
trade; for a more miserable state of existence 
than theirs cannot be conceired. Half their 
day is spent in sleep, the ot^er half in goa- 
sipping and smoking ; whilst cut off from all 
communication irith the rest of the world, they 
are dying by inches of a slov ferer, which 
brings with it a complication of chronic dis- 
orders, and Tery few return to their natiye 
country with the wealth they bare amassed. 

We gave them three cheers at parting, and 
worked about six miles down the riTer, when 
I took the boat too close in-shore, and she 
grounded in soft mad; so, after rain endea- 
Tonrs to get her off, we had to make the' best 
of it for a few honra amongst myriads of mns- 
quitoes. A rising tide, howeTer, and a li^t 
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land-breeze, enabled na to get do^m to the 
bar by daylight. The bar was perfectly 
smooth, and ve arrived on board at eight 
o'clock, much pleased on the whole with our 
Tffiriegated trip. 

We immediately weighed for Mozambique, 
and in the afternoon fell in with H.M.F.M.'s 
brig Don Juan de Castro, with a Major 
Campos on board, the successor to Madeira 
at Quillimane as GoTcmor; but we could 
loam nothing new of the Cleopatra or Helena 
from the officer who boarded us. A rather 
amusing incident occurred with him: whilst 
in the cabin he wished to write down the 
name, &c., of the steamer, for which pxu^ose 
Barnes, the clerk, who happened to be present, 
lent him a handsome gold pencil-case, which, 
after being used, was left on the table. The 
Commander, coming in just afterwards, when 
I had taken the Portuguese to the gun-room, 
and seeing this smart affair, fancied that he 
had forgotten it, and said to m^ " This would 
be rather a serious loss to him/' and walked 
into the gun-room, "presenting it with a very 
polite bow. The other very coolly pocketed 
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it, and it was oot notil after ve had parted 
company that it was found to belong to pocv 
Baniea. 

On the 11th we fell in with a brig onder 
Portogueae colours, and on nearing her I 
recognized my old Mend Dr. Petera, and went 
on board the Delfana, belonging to and oom- 
manded bj Trou, the Frenchman, who had the 
Gentil Liberadot when I first came on the 
station. The Doctor and I were matoallj 
delighted at meeting, and .had as Icmg a. chat 
as the time would allow. He was on his waj 
to Inbamban and Delagoa Bay, to prosecute 
his researches for objects of Natural Htstoiy, 
a large collection of which he had already s^t 
to Berlin. — at the expense though, I am afraid, 
of his constitution, for he looked almost blood- 
less, and his ears were as transparent as a bit 
of parchment. 

We did not arrive at Mozambique until the 
13th, haTiog a current of three miles an hour 
against us all the way from the Primeiio 
Islands. The GoTemment pilot took charge 
of us off the entrance, which, though well 
known and not difficult, is rather naixow, and 
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the tides set directly on the shoaLs. On an- 
choring, I was sent on shore to wait on his 
Excellency the QoTernor-General on the part 
of the Commaoder, and with the purser made 
arrangements wiUi Mr. Nobr^ for a supply c^ 
wood and water, for I found that we could 
not get the latter as heretofore from the 
Goremment tanks at the Fort, in consequeooe 
of their rtmsing short the year before, when 
the QoTemor refused to allow the Portuguese 
men-<^-war to have any, after having given it 
to the English. This caused much discontent; 
and all ships are now obliged to pay the large 
sum of a d(dlar per pipe. There is, however, 
a bay a little to the northward, where our 
men-of-war can water themselves. In the 
coarse of the forenoon, the Commander came 
on akote, and I accomp^ed him to the 
palace, where we learnt the following, particu- 
lars about the Clet^tra. 

In consequence of the written permissicm, 
-which tiie Governor had given Captain "Wyvill, 
to enter aU the rivers and secondary ports of 
the Portuguese possessions on the east coast of 
Africa, four boats were sNit up the River 
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Angonha in June, under the command of 
laeutenaat Gibson, vho had joang Jago 'with 
him in the bai;ge. lieatenant Hornby had the 
second g^g, Lieutenant Denman the Imaon 
(a private boat), and Mr. Baglej the cutter. 
On entering the river thej percfflyed a brig 
which, on the approach of this formidable 
force, -waa set fire to and deserted bj her 
crew. Hombj, however, managed to board 
and measure her, and found that she was 
fully equipped for the slave trade, with her 
coppers mounted on deck ; — and this waa 
the Kentucky before mentioned. 

In another branch of the river a barque 
was discovered, and on being boarded, the 
mate and several of the crew came forward 
and asked for protection against the captain, 
who they declared had brought them there 
against their will to carry on the slave trade, 
and WM about, they were afraid, to make away 
with them, and replace them by Brazilians 
who had been smuggled on board after the 
ship had lefl Rio. - All this the captain de- 
nied; and expressing a wish to be landed, the 
second gig was given to him. However, on 
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Iier approaching the shore, the demonstratioDs 
appeared so hostile that she laid on her oars 
until a canoe came off for him, and he ap- 
pointed an hour for returning; hut as the 
four boats approached the rendezvous, a brisk, 
fire vas opened on them from the bosh vithin 
thirty yards, which was returned with grape, 
canister, and musketry, until the ammunition 
was nearly expended; when seeing no signs of 
the captain, they returned to the barque with 
four men wounded, and took her out to the 
Cleopatra, I was much pleased to hear that 
my two young friends, Jago and Bagley, had 
behaved with the greatest coolness under fire. 

This barque was the Lucy Penniman, which 
on a former occasion brought cargo to pur- 
chase 5,000 slares at Quillimane; and in the 
present instance had been loaded with goods 
for the purpose of obtaining cargoes for tliree 
vessels, two of which actually escaped from 
ttds said River Angonha. She was placed in 
charge of Mr. Chase, the American Consul at 
the Cape, who communicated with his Govern- 
ment, and she was eventually given up to her 
owners, and has, I dare say, long ere this 
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found her way to tte same profitable iraten, 
-where the chances of escape are so many. In 
fact, vith American coloura she mos no risk, 
if the captain and crew are true to each 
other. 

The Cleopatra had also driven another Tea- 
sel on shore at Deh^oa Baj, which was t^en 
possesion of by the Portagaese soldieis, and 
afterwards taken by Lieutenant Hornby and 
my brother John to Mozambique, where she 
remains until it is decided by the Home Go- 
remments whose prize she legally is. Most 
probably she will be gold, and start afresh as 
soon as the Cleopatra goes off the station. 

The Goremor-Creneral had sent an ambas- 
sador to the chief of the Majojas at Angonha, 
direatening to send a force and punish him 
sererely if he persisted in cairying on the 
fiare trade. For this pnrpose he will probably 
ai^ for the assistance of the Engli^ squadron 
idiould he get an unfaronrable answer. In the 
meantime, the chief of hia own accord wrote 
to the OoTemor, complaining of b^ng at- 
tached, and declaring that he was not aware 
"Uiat ihet^ was any harm in making daTcs;" 
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that thej made them at Qaillimane, and itIlj 
should he not make themi 
■ I inquired mhj the GJoTernor of QnUiimane, 
Abren de Madeira, had been sapcrBeded, and 
found that it was forcotmtenancing Martinhas, 
the slave agent, and afterrarda allowing him 
to escape after he had been ordered to impri- 
son him; and the old General declared he 
■would shoot one of them as an example, if 
they persisted in conniriog at the slare trade. 
He has already recalled two from Ibo; and 
Major Campos, whom he has nov sent to 
Qnillimane, is an old soldier, has seven musket 
\>ai\a in his body, is much trusted by Gorem- 
inent, and appears ayerse to the slave trade] 
but he must be a wonderful fellow if he resist 
the chink of dollars, with the certainty of 
being laughed at afterwards for his scruples. 
' On the 14th, finding that tne wood and water 
did not come off fast enough for our ^g^sli 
ideas of doing irork, I was sent on shore to en- 
deavour to purchase any old wrecks or wood on 
the beach, and I succeeded in getting a large 
dow, apparently about 100 tons, built of very 
hard wood, aiui strongly fastened with iron> 
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The Inreaking her up seemed at first rather an 
arduous task, and everjbodj I asked told me 
I ahould take tvo dajB and a half — ^the Por- 
togoese said a week; hoTever, we set to work 
with a will about 11 a.m., aud by 2 p.m., tiie 
beams being all sawn through, we got two 
ropes on her; got all our hands, and about 
300 blacks on them, and roused her broadside 
out. By 5 P.M., she was demolished, and two- 
thirds of her on board the ship. 

The scene on the beach during this operation 
was one of the most exciting and amusing I 
have ever witnessed, and will long be remem- 
bered at Mozambique as an astonishing proof 
of English strength and perseverance. Our 
large powerful stokers, with arms like legs, 
making enonnous sledge hammers &j round 
their heads like paddle-wheels, rending large 
masses of timber at every blow, appeared like 
giants to Uie poor half-starved looking devils 
who are obliged to have a slave to open th^ 
eyes of a moming. Hundreds of men, women, 
and children were employed knocking out the 
nails with stones, and for eveiy nail they 
bad to cany a load down to the boat, for 
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TUch purpose I kept a quarter-master con- 
stantly loading them, so that the Aov ap- 
peared to be actu^j walking into the sea. 
Poor darkie entered into the spirit of the 
thing, and when large masses came down with 
a crash, they yelled with delight. Poor de- 
graded beings, how much might their condition 
be improved I but here they are ground down 
to the lowest state of human degradation, and 
it is fri^tfiil to contemplate beings so little 
raised abore the brute creation in a place 
which has been in the possession of Christians 
(so cidled) for hundreds of years. 

The Commander, Mr. Hamilton, and I dined 
with the QoTemor-Gteneral, and met Captain 
de VaUe, commanding the brig Tejo, and 
senior officer of Her Most Faithful Majesty's 
naval forces in the Mozambique. He has been 
several years in the Engli^ service, and speaks 
our language perfectly. He seems in earnest 
about putting down the slave trade, and has 
commenced operations by sending out .thfe 
Villa Flor with sealed orders, — a capital plan, 
as it will bother the slave agents, who have 
1:>een in the habit of conveying information to 
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dve rirera about to be risited; for althoQ^ 
there is no slarerj at Mozunbiqiu ita^, all 
the merchants are more or lees interested in 
ita being carried on elsewhere. 

The master of an American barqae told me 
that tvo or three captains, who had sold their 
ressela at Rio, and aftervards brought them to 
the coast of Africa under American oolonn, 
bad been subjected to a fine of 10,000 dollars, 
and fire years' imprisonmeDt, vhicb looks as 
if the United States' GtoTemment was in eainest 
ia putting down the slave trade. He had been 
recently at Majunga (Madagascar), where he 
had not been permitted to trade, or eren to 
B^ his powder, theQoeen — ca>rather her mim- 
sters — ^being determined to hare nothing to do 
with foreigners. He says that the people 
^emselres are most anxious to trade, and 
much dissatisfied with the existing state of 
affairs, caused principally by two men who 
have an English education, and have m.anaged 
to get the whole gorenuaent into their hands. 
He states aJso that the heir to the throne, a lad 
about fourteen years of age, and son of the late 
Radama* is beginniiig to look vboat him, and 
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to vi^ to put aa end to the present troubles; 
so I shall not be Borprised at hearing that tlie 
mmifiters Imre lofit their heads, or been obliged 
to take poison, as alternative generally allowed 
to tiiOBe olmoxioiia to the stronger party. 
' On the 15th, at fire in the morning, I took 
A party on shore, and brou^t off the re- 
mainder of the davr, with numerous pieces of 
the main keels of large Teasels, vhich had 
prored too heavy for the MoKambiqueis to 
remore. So I bargained for them for ten 
dollars, and cleared the beach in a very short 
time. Z also tried to induce them to exert 
diemselTes for once, and give as an extra turn 
of irater; but a afamg of the shoulders and 
their laTomite "AmauhSa" (to-morrov) was 
all I oould get out of them ; so we had to 
send our own men irith breakers. During the 
day we were visited by the whole of the free 
populatim of the place. First came five boat 
loads of Banyans in their white flowing robes 
and torbans of doth of gdd, and each oDs 
thov^t it incumbent on hira to ahake me by 
the hand as he came od deck. Their costume 
ifl pkbiraK[ae «ninigb, but I prefer it in th& 
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badt-gToand ; so I Boon got a large pile cS 
fire-wood between ua, by sending them with 
the corporal to see the ship. The boats of 
the Tejo then brought on board all the ladies 
of Mozambique, a motlej-lookiog gronp of 
yelloT, Bnuff-and-botter, and dingy-brovn 
beings, with new rigs made for the occa8i<m. 
To describe them it would require one to haie 
lired in the days of om* great-grandmothera, 
when short waists and np-and-down figmet 
were in vogQe; and they looked so ancomfort- 
able in their thick dresses, warm enough 
almost for an English winter, and shoes large 
enough for men, that we had enough to do to 
keep our countenances and do the polite. 
Howerer, they were highly delighted with 
their entertainment, and showed by their 
parting signs how grand they thought it all. 

We got dear of the pilot by fire, and 
ondiippiDg the floats stood to the northward 
with a fine fair wind for two days, when being 
off Cape Delgado, the extreme of the terri- 
tory claimed by the Portuguese, we looked 
into the. bay; but seeing nothing put onr 
head off the coast of A&ica, — that land of 
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slaTery, debased human nature, disease, bri- 
bery, and corruption; the grave of many a 
fine noble fellow who has been sacrificed to the 
impossible theories of orators vho have never 
been out of England, and loot more to the 
immediate effect of their speeches on the peo- 
ple than the ultimate result. 

On the 18th, the current having set us con- 
siderably to the north, vre got the steam up 
and commenced on oiir wood, 38,000 small 
billets of which we had got on board, besides 
the dow and wreck of all kinds, filling the 
space of about 100 tons of coals. It cost 
UB 172 dollars. The commander, master, 
and myself remained on deck most of the 
night, and passed ' the island of Comord 
about midnight. It is very high, and we 
had seen the outline of it for some hours. 
The next day was a Sunday, and a lovely 
morning it was ; the fine high land affording a 
most pleasing contrast to the uninteresting, 
low, flat, miasmatic-looking coast of Africa; 
and having no sails set the men had the day 
to themsekes. About 9 p.m., we fired a gun, 
ftnd soon observed lights in the direction of 
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the town of JobwDa, the peak of which is 
S,900 feet high : the anchorage is but a few 
hnndred yards &om the beach in aboat ten 
&thom8 water; but a quarter of a mile oi^ 
side this, there is no bottom with 100 fothoms; 
and if one has not been there before, the ship 
appears to be ruDniog hang on shoreL 3vst 
before we Btmck soundings, the masters of 
three American whalers came alongside 
baring seen our lights, and Terj ciTilly pat off 
■to ofiFer assistance. They " guessed" we most 
hare found it pretty considerably rugged out- 
side, as it had been blowing strong for a week 
prions; bat they calculated that we should 
now haTe a quiet spell ; imd certainty a qniet 
night was most acceptable after the awfiU 
n^ling we had experienced for some days. 

The next day, at five in the monung, we 
got the boats loaded with casks, and com- 
meitced wataring in a beautifully dear ^«aia 
(Joee ahead of the ship, running direct from 
the mountains; with our small engine, we 
filled as fast we could hoist it on board. The 
ialand is one of tiie mmt striking and picta- 
naqoe ^laak can well be imagined, being \ too- 
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stant BueceBsion of high and peaked mouDtunS 
and deep valleye, the latter clothed with v&t- 
dore, whilst the former are crovBed vith cocoa^ 
nut trees, with their gracefiUly curring leaves 
T^Tlng the outliDcs of the hills, "vhich are 
green to the rerj siunmits.^ 

After breakfast, the commander waited oo 
His Majesty Sultan Selim, who with all his 
soite came on board. Amongst them I re- 
cognized sereral old acquaintances, but I hare 
so often described them before that I shall 
avoid repetition. The Sultan was most 
aimoos to see the machinery at work, and at 
30 minutes past 11 we weighed and stopped 
<^poute the capital, Mountsanouda, where His 
Majesty disembarked. It is a regular Arab 
town, consisting of pOes of black^ooking 
booses with narrow alleys instead of streets; 
dirty in the extd^me, altboi^h the inhabitants 
are constantly in the habit of visiting all our 
possessions in India, Hauritias, and the C^>e, 
and are extremely ibod of dress, rigging them- 
selves out in all kinds of gay colours. 

On July 22nd, we were off Oape Amber, 
Ae nortli ^nd of Madagaseu* ; iKit a abrong 
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oat the fires, to save oar fdel and put her 
under sail; and for the next ten dajs we had 
a most anxious time of it, taking adrantage oi 
ererj lull or slant of wind to make our cotd 
last us, for the south-east trade in these seas 
approaches a gale, and knocks up a most awfiil 
sea, which brings up the engines all standing. 
However, by constant attention and persere- 
rance, making sail when we cotdd, and getting 
every thing down when under steam, we 
managed to reach Port Louis on the 2nd of 
August, having been under steam twenty-five 
days in July alone ; and the wood we took in 
being only equal to twenty-one tons of coal, we 
may consider that the old Thunderbolt did h^ 
work well, having had upwards of 4,000 miles 
to run, without taking into accotmt all the 
deep bays we ran into along the coast, and 
760 milra of adverse current. Besides this, 
we had to work up against a strong and 
squaDy trade right in our teeth for 700 miles. 
The admiral had arrived in the President a 
week before us, and we were all rather disap- 
pointed at the expedition to Madagascar being 
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^Ten up. On the vhole, though, I feel sufe 
that it was the wisest course, as it would take 
a much more cousiderable fon^ than we could 
hare seut there to hare made a lasting Impres^ 
sioD. For three weeks we had a constant 
succession of gaiety and amusements, and 
although the prerailing complaint seemed to 
be a scarcity of provisions and money, I nerer 
yet saw a place in which ao constant a round 
of feasting, dancing, and late hours, is kept up. 
There is a very good French opera, and the 
races which took place whilst we were there 
caused considerable excitement and a larg^ 
assemblage of people. 

But by far the most interesting and beauti- 
fully got up affair was a fancy bazaar given by 
Lady Gomm : the proceeds are intended to be 
applied to the completing the tomb of an old 
French Governor on the Champ de Mara. 
The large quadrangle in front of Government 
House was arrayed as an immense tent, co- 
Tered in and tastefully decorated with foreign 
ensigns, suits of armour, &c. ; it was crowded 
with well-dreased people, and produced £800. 

I went to two or three of the sugar estatesi 
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tad, aa it tu doriog the harvest, had a hm.- 
otu opportunity of viewing the ivhole prooeBs 
of Bagar-making. Their great drawback is 
vrant of labour which, when they can get it, » 
ray indifferent ; at least one-third of the miser- 
aUe race that arrive from India being con- 
stantly in hospital, and even for th^e there is 
meh a competition that their wages are enorm- 
ous. "Worse than all this, however, are the 
restrictions under which the planters saffer; 
for the apprentices being only bound for one 
year, their services finish just as they begin te 
know something and to be useful. Machinery 
will, I dare say, in time supersede a . consider- 
atde portion of the manual labour; but the 
{Wanting, cleaning, and mannring the grcHmd, 
wtd gathering in the aopB, will always reqoire - 
a great number of bands, and almcst aU tlM 
estates are so involved that it takes more than 
half the profit to pay the annual intoest of 
4iieir debt to the merchants. 

We had a famous run of tirelve days to the 
Oape, arriving in Simon's Bay on Septemlw 
Srd. and found a good oppoitonity of BeudiDe 
«ttr liters home by the Sa^fao and Keaist- 
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ance. In the latter, our aetr Commander, 
Akxander Bojle, had arrired and took charge, 
and on the 20th ve started for Algoa Baj 
■wiiii Colonel Slade and five subalterna for the 
frontier. We -vrere three days on the passage, 
having a south-easter to steam against, and 
oar engines were not powerful enough to force 
BO large a ressel against a head sea, her speed 
being soon reduced to six and a half knots. 

At Algoa Bay " we took on board fortj 
trusses of hay from the Commissariat,' and 
Started the same afternoon for an indetU in 
the land, (so called) Waterloo Bay, and fortu- 
nately arrived on the first day o& which there 
had been any communication with the shore 
for a month. So we succeeded in landing 
everything and in embarking 160 of the 
Burgher force, who would otherwise have ■ 
had to walk some hundreds of mUes; and a 
poor, miserable, half-starred, half-clad, set of 
wretches they were, sereral suffering from 
tyj^us ferer ch* ^ue brought on by exposore 
and bad diet. 

My old messmate, Chaiies Forsyth, who had 
the temporu-y berth of Hubwir Uaater the««, 
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and has been mentioned in the Goremor's 
despatches as having done good service on 
more than one occasion when troops had to 
cross the Fish River, came off to ub and ac- 
companied the commander on shore, where 
the Governor, Sir Peregrine MaitUnd, was 
encamped about three miles from the beach, 
having been obliged to fall back on Uie provi- 
^ons which had been landed here at an iiu- 
menae risk and expense. The ti-oops had suf- 
fered great privations, not having been able ta 
make any impression on their subtle enemy, 
who, if he continue the same kind of harass- 
ing warfare, will not be conquered for years.- 
The Governor was roughing it out in a smalt 
tent with a common deal table and stool, and 
every body seemed astomshed at a man of his 
great age being able to go through so much 
anxiety and fatigue and still appear as well as 
ever. 

The next day very heavy rollers set in and 
rendered it impossible to communicate with 
the shore, excepting by signal, and there being 
no prospect of a change for the better we 
started for Algoa Bay to await the arrival of 
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tlic Lieutenant-GoYemor, Colonel Hare, who 
had resigned, and vas succeeded bj Colonel 
Somerset. This day was one of the moat dis- 
agreeable and anxious I hare ever experienced. 
There was a strong -wind -with heavy showers 
in the squalls, and a thick mist quite hid the 
land at times, although we were running close 
along it. The poor Burghers, who were in a 
most ragged condition and too numerous to 
stow below, looked the picture of misery and 
discomfort, sheltering themselves as well as 
they could under sheepskins and karosses. 
Towards the evening, as we approached the 
Bird Islands, we had to keep a constant and 
anxious look-out, and the ri.pple caused by the 
current and a heavy sea had frequently the 
appearance of breakers; and at last, when we 
did make these islands they were not more 
than a mile right a-head of us. However, we 
steamed up to the anchorage by half-past nine, 
and the following day being fine soon got the 
ship dry and comfortable, and set the poor 
.^^urghers on their legs again. 

On September 29th, Colonel and Mrs. Hare 
and a sm^ suite embarked, and the next day 
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ve limded tventy-caght of the Burgher force m 
Mossel Bay, There there is a small fishing vil- 
lage miserablj' supplied with freeh vater, vhidi 
is quite open to the south-east. The fishermea 
here refused to land their returned comrades 
without being paid, which we all thought was 
rather a cool reception after all their fighting. 
On the morning of the morrow, after vainlj 
attempting to steam round the Agulhas agunst 
a strong wind and heavy aea, we bore up^ 
passing close to that dreaded point on whidl 
so man/ valuable lives and ships have been 
lost On the beach were the remains of &B 
Oentoo, an American barque, and a brig vhidi 
had been sent to take her cargo in after aha 
was wrecked. We anctKO^ in Strays Bay, 
just ronnd the point, until the following morn- 
ing, and anchored in Simon's Bay the same 
evening, just before the Inflexible from Ihiglaad, 
which brought us late news and letters. 

The latter end of October ve took in two 
sets of heavy moorings for Waterloo Bay, and 
went round to Table Bay; where we embarked 
700 ba^ of bread and grain, and fifteen 
waggons. We thw took the barque ^ 



..y Google 



THE BUFFALO BIVRS. 287 

Edvard Ryan in tow, fuU of mules; and, M- 
lowing the plaa ve had before found so soc- 
ceaeful vit^ tbo Kjle, took in her bower duua 
throu^ our stem hawse-hole, and towed her 
witlioui a jerk, aa far as Cape St. Frances, 
when a Btrong south-eaater obliged us to caat 
ber oS, for we made but little headway, aod 
ahe was rolling most fearfuUj without anj 
saiL On the following day we arriyed in 
Algos Bay in time to ride out a heavy gale, 
and see five vessels driven on shore from their 
ascfacH^ and totally wrecked; and it was not 
for some days that the sea went down suffi- 
ciently to enable us to laud the waggons; after 
which, taking a large surf-boat in tow, we 
started for Wat^loo Bay, and arriving early 
in the morning, were fortunate enough to find 
a anooth beach, and to get rid of a great 
portion of our bread and grain, besides laying 
down both mooring-anchors. 

The next morning, after getting rid of the 
remainder of the grain, we started to tbe 
oorUiward to look for the Buffalo River, hav- 
ing on board as pilot an old shipmaster named 
Findlay, who had landed provisions there fw: 
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the troope during the last Kaffir war, and on 
making the laud he recognized several head- 
lands near the anchon^e ; but as soon as the 
sun Tras high enough to get an obserration, we 
found that ve vere between twenty and thirty 
miles from the river called the Buffalo in Owen's 
chart. However, the old man was quite right 
in his recollections, and we found oarselves off 
a pretty-looking winding etream, just round 
Point Hood, and anchored in six fathoms, 
about three-quarters of a mile frxjm the shore. 
The country about presented the appear- 
ance of the most beautiful park-land, dotted 
with clumps of trees ; and immense herds of 
cattle were quietly grazing on the brows and 
sides of the hillocks; and as we stood along shore 
we could see every here and there a few stray 
Kaffirs taking stealthy peeps at us, and almost 
immediately disappearing. Gradually they be- 
gan to assemble in knots of twenty and thirty 
above where we were anchored, several witii 
soldiers' coats, some with muskets; but the 
major part with spears only; and we could 
distinctly hear them hailing us, whilst thef 
played all kinds of monkey-tricks with their 
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arms. One of the paddle-box boats and the 
cutters irere armed, and the commander and 
master sounded the entrance of the river, and 
found that the depth gradually decreased to 
throe fathoms. 

A cable's length from the shore, and at 
dead low water, there were five feet on the 
bar, with from eight to twelve feet just inside 
close to the left bank, where the lauding is 
perfectly easy; and from the first we were 
convinced that this would be one of the prin- 
cipal advanced posts when our operations 
eitended into Kaffirland. Prom the whole 
appearance of the country, and its being the 
only river we have seen on this coast where 
communication can be kept up without the 
aid of surf-boats, I should say it wiU oue day 
become a valuable settlement. The anchorage, 
unlike that at Waterloo Bay, is quite free 
from rocks, and fish is so plentiful that, in 
about an hour, enough was caught to supply 
the whole ship's company. 

Thick and rainy weather came on the fol- 
lowing day, and, when it cleared up, we found 
that the current had drifted ns considerably 
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to the sonthward of Algoa Bay, where we 
touched to send the result of our Borvey to 
the Governor, and fully expected to have manj 
a trip to, and perhaps be the first to establish, 
a post in so desirable a spot — little thiniing, 
after all our narrow escapes on this danger- 
ous coast, and our great good fortune and 
success in Itmding more provisions and stores 
in one day than many merchant-vessels had 
manf^cd in months, that I should have to 
relate the loss of the Thunderbolt. 

Before this, however, we had a great deal 
of cruising about between the different bays 
^ong the coKS^ carrying troops, amu, and 
stores of all descriptions for the force on Uie 
firontier, our boilers and engines never keeping 
us back one hour when our services were re- 
quired, although they had been in constant 
wear for four years. Our last trip but <aie 
was in' January, when we were sent to Algoa 
Bay for Sir Per^;rine Maitland, who had been 
recalled; and after roanding Oape Recife in a 
heavy westerly gale, we were, although under 
the lee of the Point, enveloped in spray like a 
thick mist; and it was widi the greatest diffioolty 
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ve could make out the headlands to eteer by 
through this narrow pjwaage. Howeyer, the 
next morning it moderated, and -we steamed 
back to Simon's Bay in forty-fiTe hours. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

UOn SUIP STRUCK OS a sunken R0CE.^H)BB tS RUN ON 

TUB UBACH. CONSTBCCTION OP PIIMP8. BTATG OP 

THB SHIP. — WE DIBCONTINrB PUHPINO. — ASS1BT4HCB 
OFPERED AND ACCEPTED. — WE OAIN SLOWLV ON THE 

LEAK. — MORE PUMPS WANTED. HOPES OF TO-U0B~ 

BOW. — NO PROOUESS. — THE MEN DISHEARTENED. 

WORSE AND WORSE, FARTHER EXERTIONS. UORK 

ASSISTANCE. — SQK BEQINB TO RIGHT. — THB PUMPS 
DAHAOED. — TUB WATER REDUCED. — THE SHIP SUP- 
POSED TO BE BATED. — LABOUR IN TAIN. — THE SBIF 
ABANDONFD. — WE EMBARK IK THE BURYDICB.— SAIL 
FOR ENGLAND IN THE HAZARD, — ST. HELENA. 

I NOW come to the most painful part of 
my narratiTe, — ^to that calamity which de- 
troycet our prospects, ruined our hopes, and 
lowered ua from the height of joyfiil anticipa- 
tion, to the greatest depth of misery and ntiu. 
Expecting our relief daUy, we were, after 
being highly complimented on our order and 
clficiency, ordered to Algoa Bay, to embark 
tho 90th Regiment ; and on the 3rd of Febru- 
arj', after a most splendid run, we were just 
rounding Cape Recife, and standing towards 
the anchorage, when, at 5b. 40m. P.x.,Te struck 
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heavilj twice od a sunken rock, going at the 
time apwards of nine knote. The master v&s 
on the paddle-box, and the commander liad 
not left it more than a minate, and vraa ou 
the qnarter-deck giving me some ' directions 
reiatire to the sails before getting into har- 
bour. We had a leadsman in each chains, 
and a man at the masthead, and every usual 
and necessarj precaution had been taken ta 
prereut accident. 

As officer of the watch I had been par- 
ticularly attentlTC to the conn under the 
direction of the commander and master, and 
did not consider, from where I was standing, 
that we were rounding the breakera closer 
than usual; but from its being nearly high 
water, spring tidea, with an unusually smooth 
sea, they could not have extended nearly as 
far off shore as on previous occasions ; for as 
far as I (xtuld judge we were at least half 
a mile from them. 

The shock was severe and the vessel reeled, 
though not so much as to lead us to suppose 
that the injury was so very serious. We were 
soon, however, painfully undeceived by the 
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first engmeer's repint that the irater vm 
roahiiig into the engine^xxnn ^th the greateat 
fury. Erery preparation vaa immediatdj 
made for the worsts first bj taking the injeo- 
tion vater from the bilge; bat unfortanately 
tike starboard injection cork haiing been 
damped when we strack the port, one only 
would act. With one watch the pmnpa were 
maimed and all the backets in the ship kept 
at work, whilst the other watch tamed orer 
the paddle-box boats, got the cutters ready 
far lowering, triced up the pinnace's parchas^ 
and supplied each boat with fresh water, tha 
office? and men from the commander down- 
wards working aa coolly as if at eiercise. 

All this time we wcare making the best of 
our way to the anchorage, the water gaining 
rapidly on as and oar t{>eed fast ^minishing; 
and the water in the engine-room was getting 
80 hot that the men could scarcely stand in it 
to feed the fires. The ensign was hoisted 
union down, and guns were fired at interrals, 
which, about 6h. 30m. p.m., tmooght the port- 
c^tain. Lieutenant Jameson, alongtdde, and the 
oHnmander immediately determined to ton 
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the ship on shore aa the only means of pre- 
Tenting her from going down in deep water. 
Indeed,' in ten minntea more the fires would 
hare been put out, as those in the wing were 
already eitinguished; so at 6h. 41m. the poor 
old Thunderbolt was run on the beach not far 
firom the spot where we had seen so many 
otliers not long before brought to an untimely 
end. 

The pinnace waa hoisted out and the stream 
anchor got into her and laid down astern; the 
best bower anchor and cable were then warped 
out by it and here well taut, whilst a kedge 
was sent above high water mark and a aeven- 
inch hawser laid out to it from the ship. At 
midnight the water waa level with the steerage 
deck and still rising; but thinking we might 
take a few hours' rest, a watch was set and 
the hands piped down. By one o'clock, al- 
most all hands had got soundly asleep after 
their great fatigue, but by two the water had 
reached the cabin deck, and the gunner, who 
had been left in charge of the watch, was ob- 
liged to call us up. 

An indescribable scene immediately ensued* 
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each pereon getting hia dothes, Sfc, on deck, 
where they were heaped together in one con- 
fiified mass, most of them being well saturated 
before they could be rescued; and by four the 
tables in the cabin and gun-room vere afioat, 
and we could save nothing more. At day- 
light the surf-boats landed the ship-company's 
hammocks and bags, and afterwards the officers' 
traps, which were placed in the commiBsariat 
yard and covered temporarily with sails. At 
high water we found seventeen feet water 
under the stem, and at low water, twelve, the 
tide ebbing and Sowing inside the ship. During 
the day, Lieutenant Campbell superintended 
rigging tents on the beach, whilst on board we 
got the derrick ri^ed for getting out the 
guns; unbent the sails, and landed all the 
stores we could get at 

At 5 P.H. we left the ship for the night, 
it not being deemed safe to remain on board, 
and took up our abode in the tents; and a 
pitiful and heartrending sight indeed was it, 
to look upon our beautiful craft which it had 
been our pride to devote our whole time to, 
and feel that probably all our labour had been 



..y Google 



oassssvanos of pdufs. 297 

in tiud; and many an eye iras dim and voice 
broken that in the hour of 'danger had re- 
mained nnidtered and Bteadj. But we did 
not give ourselves much time to indvilge- in 
vain and useless regrets, for on the 5th eveiy 
thing that ingenuity could suggest and zeal 
carry out yf&a commenced in good earnest. 

Mr. Langley, the first engineer, with his 
hrother officers and all the artificers, under- 
took the construction of large and powerjiil 
pumps on shore, whilst on board we prepared 
to take the guns into deep water, by lashing two 
surf-boats together with three spars and round 
about lashings well trapped together ; and 
buoying them with lengths of 9-inch hawser, 
to which were attached large water-breakors, 
and these were again buoyed with lengths of 
spar in the event of their sinking. The 
breechings answered for slings to hoist them 
out, and the sea-gripea for slinging them 
between and outside the boats; and in this 
manner, after a great deal of anxiety and con- 
siderable difiGculty from a heavy ground swoll, 
we managed to take out at one time the two 
10-inc^ imd two 8-inch gons and drop them 
o3 
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vidioat cutting a rope yarn in fire and a ludf 
fsthoma' vater. 

The ship to-^lay appeared to be resting (m 
her centre, and to be much stndaed : one of 
the deck planks vaa broken, and the frame> 
work of the engine -was cracked. She had 
also settled down six inches more by the stem. 
We continued to get out the stores, diving to 
dear the sail bins, and starting oTerboard as 
many ctialB as possible firom the starboard 
bankers, as she had a list to starboard which 
WM her wounded side; and we did not land 
until seren, the men hafing worked like 
hwses. 

On the 6th we still had fine weather and 
hoped for the best, placing and fitting fire large 
pomps. 'Hieir dimentdons were nine and a 
hidf inches square in the clear, with a nominal 
stroke of nine inches, but on trying them we 
£>aiid that they would not work up to more 
tJiui seren inches, making forty-two strokes in 
a ninnte, and. throwing an immense body of 
Vf^er. The only wood that could be obtained 
ia the place to make these pumps was 3-jndL 
&^aok, one foot wide, whidi we were ol>- 
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Uged to Bav into one aod a half inch, as, had 
we kept it the vhole thickness, the hore wouid 
hare been so much reduced that they would 
hare throwa a Y&y inconsiderable bodj of 
vater. A psrtj was employed thrumming a 
aail, and in the afternoon sixty men of the 90th 
Regiment came off to assist in trying the pumps, 
which we found mode no impression on the 
water; so we fitted three more, and at lib. 
BOm. P.M., commenced pumping and baling 
again, and passing the coals from the starboard 
aide to (he port. 

We persevered until 3 a.m. of the 7th, when 
we found the water gaining on us, and discon- 
tuned, landing the troops as soon as possible ; 
and shortly after five, the rapid approach of a 
strong south-easter, with a heary swell, obliged 
US to land and take all the boatp on shore. 
Altbon^ Sunday, the engineers, artificers, and 
four of the 90tb, continued hard at work con- 
sfncting pumps, but the strong wind threw in 
a nasty aea which made a complete breach 
oTer fte poor deroted TOsseL Howeyer, on the 
Sth it moderated, and we managed to get op. 
boBid, and fonad Bnuch leas serious damage. 
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done than ve had anticipated, as she did not 
appear to hare strained much, although all the 
stern bulwarke were washed away and the 
deadlights stove in. By means of a hauling 
line, we sent on shore all oiir spars and rope 
not likely to be wanted, and got a great 
quantity of coals out of the starboard bun- 
kers, whilst the stokers were taking off the 
paddle boards ; and during the afternoon we 
were much pleased at finding that we could 
turn the wheels vith tackles, which proved, 
that the engines would still work ; and in the 
evening we landed, and found several more 
pumps ready. 

On the 9th we got off in our own boats and 
fitted seven additional pumps, the artificers 
still making spare gear for them on shore. In 
the afternoon, eighty men of the 90th Regi- 
ment came on board; but, as we had expected 
two hundred, we were obliged to accept the 
offer of Captain Hogg, who commanded a large 
body of Hottentot Burghers and brought off 
one hundred of them. At 3 P.U., our prepa- 
rations being complete, we commenced pump- 
ing with twelve pumps constructed on Shore, 
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and our ovn two, wbilist parties baled at each 
hatchway. At fii-st ve gained rapidly on the 
leak, but by midnight the pumps began to 
break down; and though the engineers and 
carpenters were indefatigable in replacing and 
repairing the boxes and stopping the leaks, we 
soon saw it was a hopeless case, although we 
put a good face on it, and cheered up the men, 
who were getting dreadfully fagged and dis- 
heartened. 

On the morning of the 10th we still perse- 
vered; but found, as the water got lower, the 
pumps would not keep tight, notwithstanding 
all our woulding, double nailing, and stopping 
every crack with white lead; still they threw a 
good stream of water, and we managed to gain 
slowly on the leak, whilst by clearing the star- 
board coal boses, we gave her a list to port, 
and the water did not appear to rush in so 
rapidly, which made us fancy that the thrum- 
med sail and swabs had been sucked in. 

At daylight we got fifty seamen from the 
merchant-vessels ; but our old enemy the 
south-easter setting in strong, we were obliged 
to land the soldiers and burghers before the 
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surf rose too high, and at 10 i..H. left the ship 
onoe more, vith all the boats; and in the 
afternoon the sea once more swept her decks. 
The artificers still continued to make more 
pomps, and had the Eurjdice and President 
made even an arera^ passage from the Cap^ 
and arrived at this time, I feel confident ve 
should hare eared her, as the bulkheads veto 
still perfect, and no dirt had been washed into 
the bridge, which will be seen hereafter was 
the ultimate cause of our being obliged to 
abandon her. 

On the 11th it fell calm, and on going on 
board we found that the ship took the ground 
mOTe, and fore and aft, and to lie much easier; 
the creaking of the beams abore the boilere 
had ceased, and the planks that had been 
Iffoken had sprung back into their places. On 
tiding the pumps we gained foor and a haJf 
inches in eleven minutes, but knew that it 
would be useless to make any attempt withoid 
BUDj more, whidi the artificers worked away 
at with a right good will, whilst the tmt oS the 
tbif/a company aired and stowed away tlw 
tforea, cleaned the aim^ &c By this time ou 
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great exertions and frequent disappointments 
had become quite the theme of conrersation 
on ekore ; and although for the most part they 
looked upon it as a hopeless task, ve met trith 
erery assistance, and knowing what perseTerr 
anoe will Bometimes accomplish, we were 
determined to prore that En^h seamen are 
not easily beaten. 
* On the 12th we put strong parties on the 
pmnps, woulding and strengthening them in 
eTcry possible way, and in the afternoon, by 
means of one of our own paddle-box boats, on 
a Burf line, we managed to get off six more 
pomps, and at six 1 took all hands on board, 
ready to commence pumping in the morning. 
Wrapping ourselrea up in sails on deck, we 
endearoured to buoy up our spirits with the 
anticipation of success on the morrow. 

On the 13th, at daylight, two hundred of the 
96th Regiment came on board, and at eight we 
commenced pumping with eighteen pumps, 
made on shore, our own two, and parties baling 
wbererer there was room, and during the fint 
hoar we gained two feet seren and a hidf 
inches; but, as the prevnie on the pomps 
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increased, every little leak admitted air, and 
during the sixth hoar ve onlj gained six 
inches. At Ih. 30m. F.u. the ship vae atire 
fore and aft, and remained so for three hours, 
bumping hearil^ until the tide fell; and at 
6 F.M. ve were enabled to light the fires in 
the starboard foremost boiler, and at nine the 
steam vas up, and ve got about tventj rero- 
lutions at intervals; but the steam from tite* 
one boiler vas soon worked out, and tJie ship 
having a list to port, we could never get the 
water low enough to light the port fires. 
Hour after hour did we watch with intense 
anxiety a mark we had in the engine-room, 
but there stuck the water, sometimes half an 
inch above and then the same below. The 
night was pitch dark, the men dreadfully 
fagged, and a very small proportion of the 
pumps delivering their water. However, we 
worked awa>j at the coals, and about eleren 
the captain of the hold told me that he heard 
the water rushing in just before the en^e- 
room bulkhead, in the wing; so I immediately 
crept in over the tanks and saw a strong 
stream, which I reported to the commander, 
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vho for hoars indefatigably saperintended 
remoTing the tanks and clearing away over 
the leak, which extended much farther aft ; 
for, after forcing in numbers of bread-bi^, 
vedgeB, and shoring out the broken timbers, 
the water increased on ns as much as ever; 
and we used the utmost exertion to get a few 
of the broken-down pumps into repair. 

On the 14th we still continued pumping 
and baling, keeping the men at the pumps with 
great difficultj, for they appeared quite worn 
out and disheartened at seeing that their labour 
was in Tain; and, as a last resource, Mr. 
Langley disconnected the starboard engine, 
trusting that we should have steam enough 
with one boiler to work the other; but before 
it could be completed, the water got up to the 
fires, and extinguished them as well as all 
our hopes (for that trial at least), and at 3 
A.M. we discontinued work, after nineteen 
hoars' incessant labour. 

At daylight, the approach of a south-easter 
obliged us to leave the ship, and, notwith- 
standing our &ilare, we ^ould still hare suc- 
ceeded in the end, had not the elements been 
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tgainat na; for ve had found eighteen feet ^ 
the leak, cleared avay the coalB from it, and 
found the machiaer; uninjured. 

Od the Idth fuld 16th, matters b^an to 
look rery serious, and the heavy sea that had 
set in vas breaking fUrioualj orer the ship, 
which had shifted her position, presenting h^ 
quarter to the sea. The beach for miles vas 
Btrewn with wreck, and the men were divided 
into parties, to save all we could in the shape 
(^ ladders, gratings, and paddle-boards. We 
could see from the shore that the port paddle- 
box was washed away, the pumps thrown out 
rf their places, and almost every thing that 
we had based our hopes on, destroyed. How- 
ejeac, we set extra parties to work on more 
pumps, and were fiir from despairing of ulti- 
mate success. 

On the 1 7th, we managed to get oa. board* 
and a scene of destruction presested itaelt 
which we shall none of us easily forget. la 
^ first place, she had settled so deep in the 
swd that the water was three feet deepti: 
inaide than out, and at low water the port 
gunwaljQ was level with thet water's edge; 
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the bulwarks, and ererything connected with 
the port paddle-box had been washed away; 
every bulkhead, fore and aft, was floating about 
below, leaving a clear run for the sea fore and 
a&f. which blew out the fore-scuttle during the 
gale 88 high as the fore-top. The after-part 
of the upper deck had all started, and sereral 
of the planks bad been blown up and floated 
away; the casing of the funnel had disap- 
peared, and all the pumps were much 
wonnded, and many of them destroyed. At 
the fii^ glance almost all hopes of saving 
the ship had fled. However, 'the commander 
consulted with the master, Mr. Langley, and 
myself, and we all agreed that our best plan 
would be to land and repair the pumps, pret 
pare and sling a number of casks to assist in 
righting her, get as much weight out as pos- 
siWe, and wait the arrival of the men-of-war. 

Fortunately some planks which we had bent 
over the Btem had withstood the sea, and the 
Iwli of the ship was not apparently strained; 
so we again set to work, took out the sheets 
anchor and let it go by the guns, landed the 
pomps, agreed with a cooper for a hundred 
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casks, and in the excitement of preparation, 
forgot all oar disappoiDtments and misfortunes. 

On the 18th ve commenced earl; at the 
pnmpa, and a party on board was employed 
clearing the wreck, and saving what stores had 
been left by the gale; but at high water the 
deck was covered, and we were obliged to land, 
as the sea awept her fore and aft. In the 
afternoon we commenced slinging the Vater- 
casks, and the Enrydice made her appearance, 
whicli cheered ns up considerably. 

On the 19th the President hove" in sight, and 
having the assistance of the artificers and men 
of the Eurydice, our work became lighter and 
less tiresome ; for one and all of her officers 
devoted themselves entirely to our service, and 
were just as anxious as ourselves. In the ni^t 
the commander with myself and all hands, 
assifited by a party from the Eurydice, got 
several casks into the port paddle-wheel and 
turned it with tackles; but there was a nasty 
swell on, and the great number of holes in the 
deck make it a very difficult and dangerous 
task, so that the water rose and drove us out 
of tiie ship before we had got half as many 
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as we had hoped in a position to buoy her 
up. 

At 2h. 30m. A.H. of the 20th vre landed, 
returning at nine to make our preparations for 
a last attempt at pompiog her out at Iot 
water, battening down the hatchways, stopping 
the boles in the deck with paddle board and 
inoi^ tables, and trapping and battening a 
thrummed sail over the stem, strong parties 
from both ships assisting us. By nooa our 
preparations were complete, and we had rigged 
twenty-three pumps made on shore, four from 
Simon's Bay, and our own two. The after- 
part of the port gunwale was two feet under 
water, and the wash of the swell came up to 
the combings of the hatchways; every seam in 
the deck leaked, and the sail kept the water 
but very partially from running ireely into the 
stem windows. However, we were cheered 
up by finding that the immense body "of water 
we threw out of her soon made a sensible im- 
pression, and in a very short time she began to 
right, assisted as she was by a great number of 
casks, which we continued to rouse under the 
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BpoDSoa. Oar force iras divided into two parties 
of three hundred men each, relieving each oth^ 
at intervals of &oni four to six hours, and 
working in three spells of twelve minntes 
each. 

Daring the afternoon we procured severai 
iron pumps from the shore to Bopplj' the places 
of (be broken-down ones; for notwithstanding 
all onr care and precaution, the pumps made 
on shore were not strong enough. Still we ia- 
creased rapidly on the leak, and at 7h. 30di. f.k. 
it was high water and she humped heavilj for 
two hours, but apparenily without straining. 
At midnight we gained verj slowly indeed, tmd 
dnring the darkness of the night, it was impos- 
mble to repair the damaged pomps. However 
we hoped to make a fresh start at daylight, 
and the officers of both ships never flagged for 
one instant, keeping the time and arranging 
the spells with the greatest regularity, whilst 
the men toiled away without a mormor. Onr 
anxiety was, however, increased by Uke ap- 
proach of onr dreaded enemy, a sonthedy 
wind with its accompanying heavy sveU. 
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Dnnng the middle watcb of the 21st ve 
JQ8t held way with the leak, and at fire I 
took one watch of our own men od shore to 
breakfast, for they had not been relieved from 
ihe first; and after snatching two hours' rest 
we agiUQ returned, taking with us two more 
iron pumps which we had raised out of wells, 
their owners willingly lending them. The 
commander then went on shore with the other 
watch, and we began to gain on the leak again, 
onr extra pimips doing good service, and day- 
light enabling the artificers to repair the dioa- 
aged ones. At 11 a.h. the master of the 
Enrydice (Rodgers) succeeded in getting our 
main-topsail under the bottom, after which we 
reduced the water so rapidly that by noon the 
fires in the starboard foremost boiler were 
lighted. In the course of the afternoon the 
Eurydice's lower studding-sail was got round 
over the main-topsail, and a large party ke^ 
continually working away at the coals and 
Uying bare the leak. By 4 the steam was up, 
and at 4h. 50dl we started the port-enginf, 
which would only work at intervals with the 
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one boiler ; and the port foremost one being 
damaged it was some time before we coold 
light the fires in the after one. By six, how- 
erer, . the engine worked continuonsly and 
reduced the water rapidly, the plates in the 
eDgine>room beginning to show themselves. 

I now considered that the ship was saved, 
and so did the commander, as she was afloat 
fore and aft bumping only occasionally, and 
had moved a couaiderable distance out of the 
bed ske had made for herself I was accord- 
ingly ordered to lash tlie purchase. I sent to 
the President for anchors and hawsers, and 
merely waited for the opinions of the captains 
and practical men to haul her iuto deep water. 
Captain Stanley, Captain Anson, Commander 
Boyle, and the carpenters of the three ships, 
now examined the leak most carefully, as far 
as it could be seen, and it was found to be so 
extensive that the carpenters declared that, if 
even what we had discovered was the extent 
of the injury, they could mt make her sea- 
worthy for a voyage to Simon's Bay. It was 
also considered unsafe to haul her into deep 
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■water unless the engineer conld guarantee to 
keep her free with the engine, .as the pumps 
had dona their vork, having been merelj' con- 
etruoted to Teduce the irater befow the firea ; 
and on consulting Mr. Lan^ej, it traa found 
that, the^ ei^ine was not taking the injection 
Nratera8:)t ou^t, a circamatance supposed to 
arise from .Bome tov having been sacked into 
the jet pipe inside the condenser. To have 
xDDwdied .this the steam must have been shut 
off .for at least two hours, and even then the 
;vant.of tools.andmatercds'would bare made 
it:a TCTy doubtftiljob. 

This,, howexer, might all hare been orer- 
eome, had- not the rapid approach of a south- 
xfmtxr rendered it unsafe for ,the lUnm-to 
jemalnLon,hoard;all night,:80 that. after pump- 
-mg-her ont ^1 but dry from the beams of the 
-i^ipei: .deck, and floatihg her 'Wider tbe m.Oflt 
-trying . dkadvantages, we were oM^;ed to 
Si^iandonher and.^ov her, to- sink a^in. At 
,8&TOn the engine -was stepped, and the ^men 
intamed to . tJijeir ships! with great . diffioilty,^ as 
!the:Ma vaa fast getting lUp,.. so WBch;So,i;in- 
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deed, that sereral broke into our boat as 'we 
landed. During the afternoon the beach had 
been lined with all the inhabitants of Fort- 
Elizabeth, who, seeing the ship afloat and the 
engine at vork, thought, like oorselres, that 
we had saved her ; and their disappointment 
in the morning at finding that ve had giren 
her np -was second onlj to our ovn. 

Thus ended all our hopes, -which had en^ 
abled la to work incessantly fot three weeks 
against the furious attacks of the elements 
with almost unheard-of success, inasmuch as 
we actnaU; pumped our ^hip out dij, and 
floated her ; and had not a small pipe been 
choked, by an accident against which every 
precaution had been taken, until the sea swept 
every obstacle before, fore and aft, H.M.S.S. 
Thunderbolt would have still been on the n^vy 
list, an evidence of what ingenuity and per- 
severance can accomphsh ; for I have no hesi- 
tation in saying that no man-of-war ever had 
a better, steadier, or a more well-ordered- crew, 
or a commander who devoted himself more tq. 
his ship and the service. Jndeed, his decisive 
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and cool conduct throughout, and total dis- 
regard of self, won golden opinions from all 
. who witnessed them; and Captain Stanley 
told me, whilst we were all standing over the 
leak in the coal hunker, that our exertions had 
been almost incredible, and not to he con- 
ceived excepting by an eye witness, and that, 
whatever was the result, we should at least 
have the satisfaction of feeling that we had 
done our duties faithfully and zealously. 

The following is a calculation of the quan- 
tity of water thrown by the different pumps : 

First S3 square pumps, 9^ inches in the 
clear with a stroke of 7 inches, and working 
40 strokes in a minute, threw in one hour 562 
tons. 

Four ships' pumps of 6 inches diameter and 
7-inch stroke, threw in one hour 38^ tons. 

Two Downatones and two Erles, 43^ tons 
nearly in one hour; making a total of 644 
tons- an hour. 

This average was kept up, by baling and 
liie constant supply of iron and other small 
pumps from the shore. 

p 2 
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I have allowed 27V culac indieft to a galloD, 
aDd 224 gallonB to a too. 

During the two foUowiag days we w€*e 
unable to cotnmuDicate with the wreek or the 
irigates, but we could dbmrVe the: Fre6iii»4 
getting in our gum and'ancfaore, which i^y 
found in as good order as Irhea we let thera 
go. On the 24th we were enabled to get on 
board, and parties of artificers wiere employed 
in saving anything of value thatcoold be got 
at; and in the evening the Freaidfflttaailfid' for 
Simon's Bay with the head-quarters of the 
90th Regiment, taking oursic^ and tt« aitters. 

On the 25th, we unrigged the lower masts, 
got the bowsprit cmC, and in the aftemocm 
embarked on board the Eurydice, the soldiers 
striking and clearing away the tents; and on 
the following day the approach of a aouth- 
eaeter determined Captain Ansonto sail, as at 
least three days must elapse before we coold 
have again communicated with the wreck ; 
and by the indefatigable exertions of Mr. 
Hamilton, our purser, whose activity had bcMi 
invaluable to us during our severe trials^ the 



..y Google 



SAIL FOB BNaiiANP IH THE HAZAED. 317 

l»Us vereAll settled in a. few hours, and with ' 
aching hearts we quitted our poor old Thun- 
dwbolt at 4 P.M., with her lower masts stand- 
ing, and two anchors out astern. 

Nothing could exceed the kindness and con- 
aideratiofl we met with from the oificers of the 
Eurydioe, who, had from the first made our 
misfortune their own; and after a beautiful 
ms we arrived at Simon's Bay on March 2nd, 
wiUi rather diff&reat feelings from those we 
usually ezperi^ced when taking in the moor- 
ings in our own rakish-looking steamer. 

We found the Hazard and Wolverine here 
oQ their way from China to England, and 
learnt that we were. to be divided between the 
two Teasels and sail- on the 7tli, whidi was 
rather 8h<»-t notice. Anything, however, was 
better than being kept in a horrid state of 
suspense, and the prospect of so soon getting 
to England, made us forget every inconve- 
nience. 

The admiral gave the commander the 
^greatest credit for our. exertions; and he, in 
common with all the inhabitants of the colony. 
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looked upon our disaster as the loss of an old 
friend. 

On Sunday, March 7th ve made sail for old 
England in the Hazard, the Wolverine having 
started the daj before with one-half of our 
officers and men ; and we could not help con- 
trasting our present circumstances with what 
they might have been in our ovm beautifid 
steamer, instead of crowding up the officers 
of a small ship, who had barelj room for their 
own things. Indeed, at first it seemed next 
to impossible that one-half of what we had 
saved could be got below. However, affairs 
soon began to assume a bettor aspect, and the 
kindness of our new messmates made us fe?l 
ourselves at home and comparatively comfort- 
able. Fine fair winds took us to St. Helena 
in nine days and a half, the Hazard and Wol- 
verine anchoring within an hour of each 
other. 

The next day we got news from England 
by the Pekin, only twenty-three days on her 
passage, and I met on board her Colonel 
Mitchell, who was on his return to the Cape 
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with authority to commence a lighthouse forth- 
with on Cape Agulhas, and I understood on 
Cape Recife also, both of which would save 
double their cost yearly in property, and much 
more in valuable lives. 
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